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EDITORẏS NOTE  AND  ACKNOWLEDGM ENT 
 
 

Hap py New  Year  to  all  GoǱẏɾ Peop le! W hat  better  way to  beg in  the  year 
th an at  the  LɐɶǱẏɾ feet,  listening  to  Him,  learning  from  Him  and  be ing 
fi lled w ith Him?  
 

The  Theme  of this  ʳǸǍɶẏɾ devotio nals is ẌThe  Art  of BecoɃȡɅȓẍ and  it  is 
based  on Is aiah 64:8 and  Ephesians 4:13.  
 

Isaiahẏɾ wo rds remind  us how  we  are  careful ly, tho ughtful ly and 
cons istently  be ing  craft ed  in  the hands  of God  to be come  who  He 
w an ts  and  created  us to  be . Paul  shares  this  vision  with  the Ephesian 
dis ciples  an d  w ith  all  be liever s; Godẏɾ vision  of  us beco m ing  m ature 
and attaining C hris tɾẏ ȒʔȺȺ me asure  and stature.  Wh at a  g lorious g oal! 
 

Let  us look forwa rd  to  all  the  ways  that  God w il l speak  to  us, m old  us 
and  t ransform us in t he coming d ays and  weeks.  
 

Talki ng  of the ways  that  God  spea ks, I am  very  excited  tha t  this  year, 
the  Spirit  has enabled  us for  the  first  time,  to  tr ansl ate  the  Power  Series 
in  4 main  Nigerian  languages;  Ig bo, Yoruba,  Hau sa and our  very own 
pidgin  Engl ish ! May  m any  more  souls  be  reached  thr ough  these 
tra ns lat ions.  We  have  continued  the go od  work  w ith  our  electr onic 
cop ies, vid eos on  all  our  social  m edia  han d les, our audio  version  and 
now language translations on Spotify.  
 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  rich  resour ces p rovided  by the  teaching 
mate rial  fro m  Dr  Robert  Carrillo's  Spiritual  Formation  co urse in  the 
Mountain  Theolog ical Seminary,  USA. 
 

I cannot  say a b ig  enou gh  thank  you  to  the  faith ful  m en  and  women 
across our  church  who  m ad e th is ed it ion  a reality  through  th eir 
dedi cation  and  selfless  service.  Our  contri buting  writers,  old  and  new, 
w or ke d  hard  to  meet  the earlier  deadl ines  we  set  for t h is ʳǸǍɶẏɾ pr oject. 
Though  m any  ha ve served  for  several  years, their  eage rness  to  ke ep 
lear n ing  and  improving  their  wr it ing  skil ls is t ru ly ad mira b le. Our 
meticu lous  ed itors  d id  not  flin ch  in  their  duty.  The  vib ran t  creative  
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team  co n tinued  to  churn  out  new  ideas for  the  p resentation  an d 
dis semin ation  of  th is w ork. I w ish  to pa rticularly  app reciate  the  m en 
and  women  who  worke d on  our  aud io versi on  and  tr anslations.  Most 
had  no p rior  expe rience but  w ere  wi ll ing  to  learn  all  t he tech n icalit ies 
inv olved  and  oft en did  record ings  at  odd hours a nd  far -away l ocati ons 
in  order  to  get  the  be st  ef fects.  Our  producti on te am  w as hands on  and 
to  God  enab led  us to  p roduce  th is ed it ion  well  befo re the new  year. 
Every one  in volved  ha s served  pr o bon o. May  God  reward  you  as on ly 
He can . 
 

Thank you to  every  b rother,  sister,  fami ly member  or friend  who 
devotes  their  heart  and time  to  gɐǱẏɾ word  by  m eans of the se 
dev otionals.  May y ou be  bles sed  and  fulfi lled , an d may y ou be co me all 
th at the Lo rd wa n ts  you to be. 
 

To God  be all the glor y! 
 
 
 

Titi George 
Edito r-in -Ch ief  
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PREFACE 
 
 

Welc ome  to the 15th  edit ion  of  the Power  Series, an  an nual 
devot ional publ ication  of  the ICOC Nigeria. This  yeaɶẏɾ theme  is ẌÿoM 
ART OF BECO Mu¸gṣẍ It  implies  tha t we  part icip ate  in  a process  - Godẏs 
p ro cess of m aki ng  us who  He  w an ts  us to  be. With  this 
un derstandi ng, ou r Chr ist ian  life  becomes  a spirit ua l adventure  as we  
jour ney with  the Lord,  able  to  emb race  all  t hat  He  tak es us th rou gh 
and  all  th at  He  commands  us to do  bec ause  we  know  Godẏs goal  for 
us. 
 

This  year we  have  40  devotio nal top ics for  40  da ys an d a day of 
refle ction  at  the end  of  each  chapte r. The  purp ose for  this  is to  create 
the  needed  spa ce for us to  slow  dow n, pon der, assimi late  and 
recalib rate  before  we  dive  in to  each  new  chapte r. The  ref lec t ion 
que st ions are  also  useful  for sm all  gr oup  d iscuss ions or d iscipl ing 
times.  

CHAPTER  ONE (Day 1-7) 
YAHWEH: I  AM WHO  I AM  

 

Jo h n 17:3 Now  t his is e t ern al li fe: t hat  t hey  know you, the only 
tr ue God.  

 

In  becoming,  we  do  not  start  wi th  ou rselves  but  w ith  God . It  is in  Him 
th at  we  ẌȺive an d  m ove and  have  our  bǸȡɅȓẍ Ac ts 17:28. Therefor e, 
w hatever  we  wi ll be co me  must  be ro oted  in  Him  Ṿ His pur pose, His 
plan  and  His mighty Hand.  

 

CHAPTER  TWO  (Day 8-16)  

IN  GOD, WE  KNOW W HO WE  ARE  
 
1 Jn  3:1 See  w hat  g reat  love  t he  Father  h a s lavi shed  on  us  t hat  we 
should be c a lled  ch ild re n  of God. A n d t hat  is w hat  we  are.  
 

W ho we  are  is not  some thi ng  we  earn  but  rather  it  is Godẏɾ gift  to  us 
as His  h ighe st  cre ation  and  the wh ole  n ew  ide n ti ty be stow ed  on  us  
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by  virtue  of our  un ion  with  Christ.  Knowi ng  who  God  m ade  us to  be 
wi ll  tra nsform our  perspective  and  the way  w e live our lives.  

 

CHAPTER THREE (Day  17-25) 
WHAT  WE ARE  IS WHAT WE DO 

 

Jo h n13:17 Now  t h a t  you k n ow  t hese t hings  you  will be bl essed if 
you  do t hem.  

 

Life  te aches us that  we  becom e what  we  con stantly  do. In  th is 
ch ap ter we  foc us on  the  p racti cal acti ons that  w ill help  us on  the 
jour ney to becomi ng. 
 

CHAPTER  FOUR  (Day 26-35) 
MATURING IN  CHRI ST 

 

Eph 4 :13 Ṻ t hat we may  a ll rea ch unity  in t he fa it h  a n d in t he 
knowledge of t he Son of God a n d bec ome mat ur eṺ 

 

Living  thi ngs  must  mature  in  order  to fulfil  t he pur pose of th eir 
existe nc e. If we  are  con sistently  m aturing  in  our  walk  w ith  God, we 
wi ll  eventually  be come  who  God  wants  us to  be.  This  ch apter  wi ll 
foc us on  the m arks or  characterist ics of  Chr istian matur ity.  
 

CHAPTER FIVE (Day 36 -40) 
BECOMING W HAT GOD W ANTS US TO BE  

Isi a h 6 4 :8 We are  t he  cla y; you  are t he p ott er;  w e are t he w ork  of 
yo ur ha n d.  

 

In  our  m aturing,  Godẏs Spirit  w ill  lead  us, m old  us and refine  us to 
become  what  He  wan ts us to  be. We  are  Godẏs handwo rk, His 
ma ster p iece; created  for the good  that He  has always  intende d . 
 

May you be  in spired  thro ug h the  po w er  of GɐǱẏɾ word  and  m ay you 
be  enriched  by the  insights  in  th is book. Do  share  your  in sights  as 
w el l, for we are  all a part  of  Godẏs un folding story.  
 

May t h is be a re w ard ing  and  fulfi ll ing j our ney for us all. 
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POWER  SERIES CREATIVE  /  SOCIAL MEDIA FE ATURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We  launched  the  Power  Seri es creative  and  social  m edia  features 
last  year and  to Godẏs g lory more  and  more  readers  and  viewers  can 
access and  be edifi eǱ ȒɶɐɃ gɐǱẏɾ word.  

 

This  ʳǸǍɶ ʭǸẏɶǸ ǱɐȡɅȓ ȡʌ ag ain!  
 

In  addition  to  ou r tradi t ion al hardcover  edi t ion,  you  can  en joy  the 
daily  devotion als on  your phone,  tabl et  or  oth er m obile  device  via 
our E-book,  Facebook  and  Wha tsapp  handles.  You  can  view 
en gaging  w eek ly videos  on Instag ram,  YouTube and  Tiktok.  You  can 
liste n  to  the  audio  versio ns of  your favori te devotionals  on  Spoti fy.  
 
And this  year, for  the  very  first  t ime,  we  have t ransla t ions  in  3 offici al 
Nige rian  langua g es Ṿ Igbo , Yoruba  and  Hausa as well  as our  beloved 
lin gua fr anca - Pidgin Engli sh ! 

 

We  thank  God  for  the  hea rt  and  talent  of  br others  and  sist ers from 
all  across  our ch urches  in  Nige ria  w ho con tr ibu ted  tir elessly and 
selflessly to this  pro ject . 

 

So, let  us read, listen, view  and  grow.  Let  us share  these  various 
channels  with  others  also  so that  to get her  we  can  become  m ore 
and m ore  like our  Lord  Jesus and  all  that He wan ts us to be.  
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https://youtube.com/@icocnpowerseries?si=niJMbwyPu38eV3Ke
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https://open.spotify.com/show/7zLtMl4z7xIOV1tqo8l0cf?si=XI1x9lOdTSuR-9vFsZr6lg


ah  64:8  

h  4:13 

Ig bo  
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ISAIAH 64:8  
 

Yet  you LORD,  are our 
Father.  

 

We  are the clay;  you are 
the  potter; we a re all 

the  work of your  han d. 
 
 
 

EPH 4: 13 
 

ṟʔɅʌȡȺ ʭǸ ǍȺȺ ɶǸǍch 
unity  in  the  faith  and in 

the  knowledge  of 
the Son of  God and 

become  mature,  

at ta in ing  to  the  whole 
measure of the fullness 

of  Christ.  
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Day 1 
 

I AM:  THE UNSEAR CHABLE GOD.  
 

Scripture  Reading: Ex 3 :1-6, 13-15 Isaiah 6:1 -5 
 

God said t o MɐɾǸɾ ẬẬu !¶ ğoÃ u AMẫ 
 

A child  stood by the shor e of the ocean,  sta ring  at  the water  beyond 
the ho rizon  in a  fixed  gaze.  The fath er w alk ed silent ly be h ind  her  and 
asked, "W ha t  do you see?"  She rep lie d , Ẍğater,  just  ʭǍʌǸɶṣẍ Yes, of 
cour se, en d less water.  How  was  th is child  to  kn ow  the dep th  of the 
ocean, the volume  of the water,  its  co ral  gardens,  h idd en  t ren ches, 
and mysterious  creatures in their vast arra yṟ.1 Such is the task be fore 
us as we  attem pt  to  d ive  in to  the  de ep  and  discover  the  Ẍu AM : The 
Unsearchable G od !ẍ 

 

W hen  God told  Moses in  Ex 3:14, Ẍu AM WHO  I AMẍ, He  was  n ot  just 
g iving  a nam eṽHe  w as rev ealing  His eter nal, self-existe n t  nature  and 
assuring  Mos es of His consta n t  pres ence. He  is the  God  who  w as, is, 
and  wil l alw ays be. Moseɾẏ unce rtainty  showed  that  he  di dɅẏʌ yet  tru ly 
kn ow  this  God  (Phil.  3:8-14). Before  w e can  w alk  with  Him  or  repre sent 
Him,  we  must  kn ow  Him  personally th rou gh ẎarǱǍẏ (a Heb rew  word 
for ẎȶɅowẏṶṞ t hat  is, a deep,  intimate,  relat ional  kno wi ng  tha t  goes 
beyond head  kno wl edg e. Yahweh,  the One  and  Only  God,  invites  us 
into  that  int ima cy. Through  the  plag ues and  the  Red  Sea, He  reve aled 
Himself  as the all-powerful,  in co m parable  Deliverer.  Today, He 
con tinues  to show  us His w onder, pr otecti on , and  pr ovisio n . 

 

In  todayẏs readin g , we  see ho w  God  reveals h im self  to  the  p rophet 
Isaiah : ẪuɅ t he year  th a t  King  Uzziah  d ied , I saw  the  Lord,  h igh  and 
exalted,  seated  on  a  throne;  and  the tra in  of h is robe  fil led  the 
temple .ẍ Isaiah was m ou rning  the  de ath  of  a g reat  and  w ise ki ng  w ho 
ma de Israel  peaceful  and pr osper ous. As he gazed  into  the future,  he 
w as in  despair  because  he  saw  a vacuu mṽan  em pty  th ron e left  by 

 
 
1 Adapted illustrative story τ author unknown. 
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Uzziah . A secure  future  was go ne . But  in  the co ur se of time,  he Ẍsaw 
the  Lord, high and  exalt ed, seated  on a t hronǸṺẫ 
 

W hy contr ast  an  earthly  cr isis wi th  heaven ly g lory?  The  fact  is that 
w hat  we  see in  the  ph ysical  is minute  comp ared  to  the divine  and 
magnifice n t  rea lity  that  is revealed  w hen  we  look  to  the spirit ual. 
Isaiah  d id  just  that.  He  took  h is view  beyond  the  phy sical, and  what 
he saw  was  a w onderful  an d  amaz ing  throne ; exalted  and  majestic. 
W ho was  sitt ing  on this  amazing  th rone? Not  Uzziah , but  the Lord 
Himself,  t he One  who  is superi or in  every  w ay. Whatever  the 
un cert ainties  that  mig ht  be going  on in  our  lives, God is still 
en th roned in  heav en, an d  He is  still in  charg e. 
 

Sometimes  we  are blind  to  the  presence  and g lory of God  tha t 
surrounds  us. This  awe some  vision  of God  made  Isaiah  proclaim, 
ẌWoe  to  m eṟẍ W hy? Because  God  is too holy  to  be seen.  Even  the 
seraphim us ed  tw o of t heir w ings to  co ver th eir  eyes. No one  can see 
God and live. (Ex 33:20) How  do  we see ourselves when w e come  into 
the  p resence  of God? Certainly,  h is holine ss and  radiance  m ake us 
un w ort hy . W hen  we  beho ld  the  awes omeness  of God, our 
imperf ec ti ons and  ina dequacies  are exposed. Yet, the Almi ghty  bids 
ʔɾ Ẍ>ɐɃeṠẍ 
 

CONCLU SION  

Are you sti ll seeking  God? How  do you respond  to  His  rev elatio n? As 
w e co mmence  th ese daily de votio nals, let  us un dersta nd  that  Godẏɾ 
awesome  and uns earchable  nature  does no t  m ean  we  cannot  reach 
and emb race Him. He  is wi thin us!  He invites us  to  seek H im.  Are you 
read y to make t h is a fruit ful a nd rewarding  journe y? 

 
CALL TO ACTION  

Begi n  th is devot iona l jour ney w ith  a day of pe rson al or g roup 
w or sh ip.  
 
FURTHER  READING:  Psalms  145, Rev 1:12-18, Rev 22:13 
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Day 2  
 

NO  OTH ER GOD  
 

Scripture Readi n g  Isaiah  45: 5-7, 22  

Ẫu ǍɃ t he Lord, a n d t here is  no o t her; a p art  from me t here is  no 
God .ẫ 

 
From  time  immem orial,  pe ople ha ve sought  som ething  or som eone 
to  wors h ip. From  id ols of w ood  and  stone to  the  m od ern  ẌȓɐǱɾẍ of 
mo ne y, fam e, and  power,  huma n ity  tri es to  fill  t he long ing  inside  by 
relying  on whate ver  they  believe  is powerful  enough  to  save. Yet 
Yahw eh  in  the Bible  ma kes a bold  declaration:  Ẫu am  God , and  there 
is no othe rẫ 
 
Yahw eh  is no t  on e God  am on g  ma ny. He  is no t  co m petit ive. Every 
ot her  so-called  god  is a creation  of  human  imagin ation  or  a dist ortion 
of  tru th . Yahwe h alone  is the  Creator  w ho  was not  created , the  ete rnal 
One  who  h as no beginning  and  no end.  An  idol  can  be  carve d, 
melted,  or  broken. But  the  Lord  who  sp lit  t he Red  Sea, who  sen t 
ma nn a in  the desert  and  who  raised  Jesus  fro m  the de ad  cannot  be 
reduc ed , repla ced, or riva led.  
 
For  many  of us Af ricans , there  is st ill  a mix  of old  t raditions  an d  new 
faith.  We  are advi sed  to  keep  charms  ẌȲʔɾʌ in  caseṞẍ or to  mix  chur ch 
attenda nce w ith  trust  in  anc estors  or spir itual  mediums.  But  God 
does not  share  His  throne.  If w e carry  charms  in  our  poc kets  whi le 
carrying  the Bible  in  our  ha nds, then  our  t rust  is d ivide d . We  are 
saying,  Ẍgod, I bel ieve  you,  but  uẏɃ not  sure you  are ǸɅɐʔȓțṣẍ W hen 
Israel tried  to  mix  devoti on  to  Yahweh  wi th  Baal w orshi p , the  pr ophet 
Elijah  ch allenged  them:  Ẫoɐʭ long  w il l you w av er between  two 
op inions?  If the  Lord  is God, follow  him;  but  if  Baal  is God,  follow  țȡɃṾẫ 
(1 Kings  18:21). That  same  cha llenge  co m es to  us today. It  mi ght  be 
money ,care er,position ,power , appr ova l of men , relations h ips  or  even  
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the  love of  self  th at we  quiet ly w or sh ip. The call is the same; we  must 
ch oose who we  w ill se rve. 
 
No  ot her god  listens  like  Yahweh.  No  ot her god  sees the oppressed 
and  de livers  them.  No  other  god speaks  life  in to  dry  bone s. No  other 
god  laid  down  His life  to  redeem  sin ners. And  no oth er god raised 
Himself  from  the  dead. The  cross and  the  resur rection  p rove on ce 
and for  all  th at  our  God is like  no ot her. This  truth  should  shape  how 
w e live.  Our  confidence  need  no t  be shaken  by econ omic  hard ship, 
politi cal te ns ion, or th reats  from  enemies.  We  live in  a society  where 
ins ecurity  and poverty  loom  large  and w e can  be t empted to  look for 
quick  fixes  or  spirit ual sho rtcuts.  But  Yahweh  calls us to  t rust  Him 
ful ly. Wh en  we pla ce our  security  in  Him,  we  are saying  wi th  our  lives, 
Ẍu kn ow th ere is  no other  Godṣẍ 
 
This  mea ns th at  prayer  is not  an  empty  ritual  but  a conversati on wi th 
the  living  God  who  an sw ers. It  me ans ge nerosity  is no t  foolish , 
because  the  God  w ho owns  the cattle  on  a tho usand  hills  can  surely 
p ro vide  for  us. It  me ans that  refusi ng  sin  is not  w eak n ess, because  we 
serve  the  Judge  w ho sees and  rewards  in tegr ity.  It  me ans we  can  be 
con fident  as GoǱẏs ch ildr en  because  w e kno w that  our  God  is God and 
He is en ough.  

 
CONCLU SION  

W hat  a p rivi lege  th at  we  serve  the God  w ho  has no  equal.  He  alone  is 
w ort hy of our  w orship.  Are th ere  any other  Ẍgodɾẍ competi ng  for your 
loyalty? To know  Yahweh  is to  dethr one every rival in  our lives.  

 
CALL TO ACTION  

Examine y our  heart  and lay  down anyt h ing th at you are  trusting in 
mo re than God.  Pray, ẌLord, you are  my  on ly God.  I w ill trust y ou 
alo ne.ẍ ¶ǍȶǸ a bold  cho ice to  live  wi th t he confidence that t he 
Almi ghty is eno ugh. Share this  conviction  with  someone today.  

 
FURTHER  READING:  Isaiah  40:25, Exodus  20:1Ṿ6, Psalm  115:1Ṿ11, John 
14:6 
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Day 3  
 

KNOWING  gÃEẏñ géM!ÿ¸ESS 
 

Scripture  Reading: 2 Sam 7:22  
 

How  g reat you  are, Sovereign Lord!  

 
 
The  Bible  is rep lete  with  w ords  that  describe  the  great ness of  God. In 
to dayẏs devotional,  w e w il l meditate  on , internalise an d  fill  our hearts 
wi th t hese w or ds. 
 

God is g reat in His au t h ority  
 

How  g reat you  are Lord. There is no  one l ike you  a n d t here is  no 
God but  you , a s we ha ve he a rd with  our  own e a rs  - 2 Sam  7:22 

 

For  the Lord Most  High  is awesome, the g reat King  over  all the 
earth ẙ Ps 47:2  

 

As su rely  as I live, says  t he L ord, every  knee w ill bow  be fore me, 
every  tongue  will ack n owledge  God  ẙ Rom 1 4 :11 

 

Consid er gɐǱẏɾ pr e-emi nen ce, His exc ellence, His  sovereignty.  God  is 
abo ve all  and surp asses all. No ne come  close  to  His  gre atne ss and 
awesomeness.  He  is to  be worshiped  w ith  aw e-in sp ired  rever ence 
and obedience.  
 

God is g reat on be h alf of  His people  
 

I pray  t hat the eyes  of your  he a rt  may  be enl igh t en ed in order 
that  you may  ȶɅɐʭṺ h is inc omp a ra b ly  g reat  power  for  us  who 

b elieve ẙ Eph 1:18-19 
 

We  are  limited  in  our  thinking  and  abil ity,  yet  Godẏs tho ughts  and 
actio ns are far  beyond  our  imag inatio n . W hene ver  we  attempt  to 
b ring  Him  to  our  level  we  struggle  in  our  faith.  He  is the  God  who 
raised  the dead. (2 Kings  4:32-38) He  w on  ba tt les without  weap on s. 
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(Josh 6) He  mir acu lously  p ro vided  supplies  to  starvi ng  cit izens  (2 
Kings 7) He can  do  far more than  all we can ask  or  imagine.  
 

God is g reat in His t hi n k in g . 
 

Can anyone hide from me  in a  secret  pl ace?  - Jer 23:24.  

 
 

God fills  the unive rse. Sin  causes us  to  hi de but  God  w ants  us to  be  in 
the  open  and have a gu ilt -fr ee relationship  with  Him.  
 

Even  the very h airs  of your  head  are a ll  numb ered  - Matt  10:30  God 
knows  and  is interested  in  the  smalles t detai l of ou r lives. Hagar  called 
țȡɃ ẌÿțǸ god who se es ɃǸṣẍ ÿțȡɾ ȡɾ ɾɐ reassuring.  

 
I the  Lord  sea rch  the  heart  and  examine  the  min d . (Jer17:10). Imag ine 
Godẏɾ Ẏcan d id  came raẏ recor d ing  all  our  thoughts  and  actio ns. If  yours 
is p layed b ack r ight now,  wil l you be p roud  or  afraid  of the  outcom e? 

God is  great  in His chara cter.  
 

To w hom w ill you com p are me?  says  t he Lord - Isa 40:2 5-26.  
 

Lift up  your  eyes  and  look to  the heavens: Who  created  a ll t hese?  
 

God  is in co m pa rab le. His  creation  is matchle ss. Scripture  says His 
w ays are beyond  our comprehension.  (Isa 55:8,9). He  is imm ortal  and 
invisible (1  Tim 6: 15b -16). He is ho ly. (1 Pet 1:15). 
 
 

CONCLU SION  

Know ing  the gr eat ness of God  w ill  ena ble  us to  stand  in  awe  of Him 
wi th  all  sin cerity  of  heart,  sou l, body  and str ength.  A lukewarm  prayer 
life  and  non -committal  quiet  t imes  are  not  befitt ing  of  our  great  God. 
He deserves the best in our wors h ip  of  Him al w ays. 
 
Since He  is all  seeing  and all  knowing,  w e should  serve  Him  wi th holy 
fear and  co me  in to His  p resence  with  bo ld ness, confiden ce and 
humi lity.  We  can  have  full  assur ance that  there  is no situation  (sins, 
request s, ch allenges,  et c) th at  we  cann ot  ta ke to  Him  at  any  time.  
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God  sees you  and  wha tever  you are  going  throu gh. He  will  surely 
come  th rough  in  His own t ime  an d w ay. 
 
Personally,  I am  en joying  th at  confidence.  Nothing  is too  big  or  small 
to  br ing  to  Him.  That  b rief  pray er ask ing  for dire ction  before 
em bark ing  on  an  assig nment,  an  appointme n t  or  m ak ing  a diffi cu lt 
dec isio n , should  not  be taken  for  granted  or ig nore d . It  has been 
awesome  always having  this  at  the ba ck of my  min d . God  is gre at 
eno ugh to hold the  univ erse and to c are for  us too. 
 
CALL TO ACTION  

Pray throu gh  Ephesians  1:18-22: A Prayer for  Enl ightenme n t  
 
FURTHER  READING: Psalm  139, Isaiah 40:1 2-14,22, 28  
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Day 4  
 

KNOWING  gÃEẏñ gÃÃE¸ESS 
 
 

Scripture  Reading:  Exodus  33:19 

 
An d t he Lord  sa id, ẪI will cause all my  goodness  to  p a ss 

in fro n t  ɐȒ ʳɐʔṺẍ 
 
Have  you  ever  found  you rself  p rayi ng  like  Moses, ẌLor d , show  me  your 
g lɐɶʳẍṤ 

 
Moses had  witnes sed  and  exp erie nced  God  mir acl es; the parting  of 
the  Red  Sea, m anna  from  he aven  and  so mu ch m or e. Like Moses, 
you an d  I have  w itne ssed  Godẏɾ glory  and  goodn ess in  our  lives, only 
if we wou ld ta ke a m om ent to  reflect.  

 
W hen  life  is sm oo th, it  is easy to  say, ẌgɐǱ is goo dẍṣ But  even  wh en  
things  are  roug h , w hen  pray ers seem  de layed  or un answ ere d , His 
goo dn ess remai ns consta n t. In  His  goodnes s, God  sometimes 
protects us  by not  g iving us what we thi nk we wa nt. 
 
Read ing  the wh ole of Exodus  33, we  lea rn  ho w  God  delights  to  show 
His goodness  by His  abid ing  presence  with  His people.  My Presence 
wi ll  go  with you,  and I wil l g ive you  rest. (vs.14). Verse 19b, remin ds us 
th at  gɐǱẏɾ me rcy is sovereign.  He  has the  absolute  right  and  freedom 
to  show  mercy  as He  choo ses. Mer cy is not  something  w e can 
demand  or earn, it  flows  from  Godẏs own  w il l, it  is a g ift  no t  ba sed on 
our  merit.  

 
In  my  over  fifty  years of life, I ha ve expe rienced  Godẏɾ m ercy and 
p resence in  several instances. I recall  on e occasion  ma ny years  ago.  I 
had  attended  my  p re-marriage  counselling  session  and  ha d  to sleep 
over at  the home  of  my  counselo rs - a co uple  w ho  w ere  leaders in  the 
Chur ch . In  the mid d le of the n ight,  t he ho use  caught  fi re. For some  
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reason  The Almighty  w oke  me  up  and led  me  thr ough  the  thick 
fumes  to  the ǪɐʔɳȺǸẏɾ do or  to  ra ise the  alarm.  Tha t  was  when  frantic 
ef fort  was  m ade  by all  of  us to  call  for he lp. The  fire had  sta rted  from 
the  sitt ing  roo m,  engulfing  everyt h ing,  with  the ho use  ke ys right  in 
the  center  of the fi re and  n o access to  the  main  entrance /exit  of the 
hous e. Just  w hen  all  hope seemed  lost, the  brother  ma naged  his  w ay 
to  the  kit chen and fou nd  the  back  door open!  That  w as how  we  ma de 
our  escape. Till  tod ay, I am  con vinced t hat  w as God's  goo dness to  me 
and  the  rest of th at  household.  

 
Godẏɾ goodness  is not  just  one of His attribu tes, it  is the  essence  of  His 
ch aracte r. Yahweh  is all  go od . His gr ace and  co m pa ssion  flow  fro m 
His un ch anging,  loving  nature,  giving  us peace and  security  as we 
trust  in  His  faithful  characte r. Everything  He  does flow s from  His 
goo dn ess - His  justic e, His  righte ousness, His faithfulness  and  His 
u lt imate  love  for  us  th rough  the sacrifice  of Jesus. (Ps. 111:7, 2 Thess. 
1:5Ṿ7, Lam.  3:23, Eph 2:7).  
 
 

CONCLU SION  

Know ing Go dẏɾ go odness should m ake  us trust Him, t ha nk Him, l ove 
Him,  refle ct H im and  hope in  Him the  m ore. His g oodness isnẏʌ just a 
truth  to  believeṽȡʌẏɾ a reality  to  live  out.  As d iscip les of Jesus Chr ist, 
w hen  pe op le see us, they sho u ld  see His go odne ss, m ercy and 
k in dness. Our l ife  should  p roclaim H is name to t he w orl d . 
 
CALL TO ACTION  

Think  about  as m any  instances  of Godẏɾ goo dness  as you  can  recall  in 
your ow n life. T hank God  for t hese and  share w ith someo ne to day. 
 
 

FURTHER  READIN GS: Ps.145:9 Gal 5:22 
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Day 5  
 

GOEẏñ =!ÿÿ¬M 
 

Scripture  Reading: Gen  3:15, 1 Cor  3:1-3 
 

I w ill put enmity  bet w een you  a n d t he woman, a n d  between 
yo ur of fspri n g  and her sṺ 

 
Bro t hers, I was not  a b le to  spe ak t o you a s sp irit ual peo p le but  

as p eop le of t he fl esh , as b ab ies in Christ. I  fed you  milk, n ot  solid 
food, because you  w ere n ot  yet  able to receive i tṺ (HCSB)  

 

From  the begi nni ng, Godẏɾ in te n t  w as to  m ake us in  His  im age  an d 
esta b lish  an  abiding  relat ionsh ip  wi th  humanity.  Gen  1: 27. Every thi ng 
God  cre ated  was  very good , until  sin  en ter ed  the  p icture.  Evil  crep t 
into  Godẏɾ be aut iful  creation  and  deceived  His chi ld ren  to d isobey 
Him  in  the gar den  of Eden. So, God  Himself  declared  a battle  in  Gen 
3:15. From  then  on , the  w ar bet w een  go od  and evil  has taken  center 
stage  in  the narrative  of  Godẏɾ re lationship  w ith  m an . That  ba tt le is 
sti ll raging ti ll to day. 
 

Sata nẏs u lt imate  goal  is to  dis cred it  God  and  create  fear,  mistrust  and 
doubts in  our he arts in order  to  lead  us down  the path  of selfishness, 
greed  and  go d lessness. The  fle sh  sets  in  and  we  become  w eak and 
vulner able  to  worldly  desire s. We  stall  in  our  spirit ual m atur ing. 
Conte n t  w ith  all  t he care and  love  we  received  at  the be g inn ing,  it 
becom es d ifficult  for us to  see the need  to  gr ow  and  take  on the 
sp irit ual b att le for our  soul. 
 

We  kno w  that  when  Chr ist  gets  hold  of a life  or ch urch , there  is 
transformation.  Sin  is forg iven.  Mercy  flow s. Lives  turn  aroun d . As 
believers , we  have a new stan d ing  with  God  quite  alright,  bu t our  lives 
in  the world  do no t  always  reflect  it.  Our  enemy  Satan  w ants  us to 
rem ain  in  this  state.  This  is the  spiritual  batt le groun d . It  is a batt le 
th at we must w in!  
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In  tod ayẏɾ reading,  we  see Apost le Paul  writ ing  a tough  letter  to  the 
Corint h ian  believers  abo ut  the  nature  of  the  gospel  and  how  it  w as to 
be  lived  ou t in  the  cours e of thei r daily lives  because they had  stopped 
maturing  sp irit ually as th ey ought  to. Some  time  ago,  we  undert ook 
an  hone st  assessme nt  of spiritual  gr ow th  an d  tra nsformation  to  
Christl ikeness in  our f ami ly of churche s. 
 

Many of our  congregati ons were  do ing  wel l, but  there  were  also too 
ma ny that  were  not.  Why?  Because  w hat  you an d  I become  as 
individual dis ciples  is wh at t he church  becom es. As I refle ct on  these 
fin d ings,  PǍʔȺẏɾ letter  to  the Cori n thians  seem s to  resonate. Like 
th em,  we  can  become  batt le weary,  and  the reasons  are  universal, 
but we must no t remain  so. 
 

None  of us wants  to  see progr ess stalled  in  our  lives; be it  in  our 
educ at ion , our  career  pr ogressio n , our  busin ess or our  relatio nships. 
How  mu ch  m ore  should  we  ha te  to  see spirit ual growth  stagn ate  in 
Godẏɾ church!  
 

As Chr ist ians we  are  to experience  the  new  life  in  Chr ist  every  n ew 
day. Our  con nection  to  Him  is a guaran tee  tha t  tr an sform ati on  is 
con tinual.  The  reality  that  we  w ere  saved  from  sin  should  have  a daily 
ef fect  on  our  live s. When  w e lose sight  of this  our  gr ow th  stalls  and 
w e even tual ly find  ours elves in  a Ẍʭȡldernes sẍ of st rife,  jealous y, env y, 
distr actio ns and  m any c onflicts.  

 
 

CONCLU SION  

Rememb er, you  are  in  a battle  for  your  soul!  Your  daily  w alk  wi th  God 
and  fel low  dis ciples  is key  to  spirit ual maturity.  God  is able  to  g ive you 
the  victory to overcom e. You mu st  stand  again st  the power  of  the 
p rin ce of this  w orld  and  the  pressure s of our  godless  cult ure. You 
must st an d  for your  Lord  and Savior. Stay  in  the b att le. 
 
The  longer  I live the  mo re  I ha ve come  to the conclusion  that  the 
greate st  work  I can  do in  Godẏɾ name  is to  stand  and  ta ke up  the full 
armor of G od!  - Ephesia ns 6:12-13 
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ACTI ON PLAN  
 

W hat  are  your  specific  areas  of wea kness or str uggl e? Write  these 
down  and  share  them  w ith  your  d iscipl eship  partne r. Take  a day(s) 
this week  to  fast, p ray and commit this  to G od. 
 

FURTHER  READING : 2 Cor. 10: 3-4, Rom.  12: 1-2 
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Day 6  
 
 

GOEẏñ éMEMM¶u¸g PLAN  (PART 1) 
 

Scripture Reading: Eph esia n s 1:3-7 
 

For  He chose us in  Him be fore t he creati on of t he w orld t o be 
h oly  and bl a m eless in H is sig ht.  

 

A st or y: Nala  and  her  fri ends finally  got  admi ssion  into  the univ ersity. 
That  same  year,  sadly,  NǍȺǍẏɾ father  d ied.  Her  mo ther  had  a chro n ic 
health  conditio n  and w as not  able  to  w ork. Nala  ha d  to fend  for 
herself.  Her friends  encouraged her  not to  g ive up.  She be g an scho ol 
and  d id  her  best  to  sustain  h erself  year  after  year and  to  pa y her 
school  fees. It  was  far  fr om  easy. She  owed  a lot  and  promised  the 
school  aut horit ies that  she would  find  a w ay to  pa y. With out  notic e, 
she lost  her  part  time  job in  her  fin al year because  of the m ounting 
academic  wor k load. She d id  not  kn ow  what  to  do. One  day her 
frien ds paid  her a visit.  They p resented  her  with  a ch eque  tha t 
covered  the am ount  she was  owi ng  the sch ool. Overwhelmed,  she 
asked  ẌoɐwṤẍ Unkno w n to  her, right  from  their first  year, her  close 
frien ds had  set up  a chari ty for he r. They gave their  w idows  mite  eve ry 
mo n th and to ld  other pe ople  ab out  her  plight  so they could  help  out 
as w el l. They  kne w  she would need t he money  m ost  likely in  her  final 
year so as not  to  forfeit  her  ch ance to  g raduate.  ẌWh at  to uch es me 
the  m osʌẍ she shared with  te ars on  her  g raduati on  da y Ẍuɾ that  my 
frien ds had  a rede eming  p lan  for  me  right  from  the  begi nni ng!  I wi ll 
forever  be  g rǍʌǸȒʔȺṠẍ 
 

The  story  of GɐǱẏɾ rede eming  p lan  is the  greatest  story  that  wi ll ever 
be  tol d .Even  thou gh it  was from the  begin n ing,  it is st ill  an  unfinis hed 
story, because  in deed,  you  an d  I are pa rt  of the un folding  d rama.  My 
tas k, however, is to start  the  story some w he re. To do t h is, I must t ake 
you way  back to  the account  that  was  written  ab out  3,500  years ago 
in  the  book  of  Genesis. The tru th  is th at  God alw ays had  a plan  for  the 
redem ption  of man kind  fro m  sin . There for e, in  spite  of the sin  of 
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Adam  and  Eve and  subs equently  all  their  descen dants (including  us) 
God  revealed  his plan  fir st to  Abraha m . 
 

Ẫu w ill make you  into a  g re a t  n a t io n . And I  will b less  yo uṺǍɅǱ ǍȺȺ 
p eop les on Earth w ill be bl essed t hrou gț ʳɐʔṾẫ Gen esis 12:2-3 

 
We  can  testify  tha t  God  has kep t  every  word  of h is p romise,  fir st  by 
raising  the nation  of Israel  fro m  Abraham ẏs des cendants;  name ly 
through  Isaac, then Jacob  then  ¦ǍǪɐǩẏɾ 12 sons  who  even tual ly 
form ed  the  na ti on  of Israel. You  wi ll notice  that  in  raising  Israel God 
dis p layed  h is amazing  gr ace and  sovereignty.  IsaaǪẏɾ sons  (Esau  and 
Jacob) were st ill in  Rebeka hẏɾ wo m b y et  
 

ẪṺǩǸȒore  t he tw ins w ere  b orn or  had do n e any th ing  good or  b a d 
ẙ in ord er t hat G oǱậɾ ɳʔɶɳɐɾǸ in election  might  st and  n ot  by 

works  but by  him  who calls  ẙ sh e was tɐȺǱṹ ẪÿțǸ ɐȺd er w ill ser ve 
ʌțǸ ʳɐʔɅȓǸɶẫ Rom a ns 9:11-12 

 
It  is thr ough  the descendants  of  the younger  tw in  Jacob  that  the 
nation  of Israel was  bo rn, no t  bec ause  he deserved  it,  but  simply 
because  God w ant ed it  to  be  so. It  is Jacob wh o God  rename d ẌIsraeȺẍ 
(Gen esis 32:28) The re were  m an y twists  an d  tu rns in  the story  of 
Jacoǩẏɾ de scendan ts an d mo st  of the time  they d id  m ess up  Ṿbut 
Godẏɾ pl an  prevailed  regar d less. Aft er they became  a natio n , they 
sinned  num erous  times  an d  finally  they  were  puni shed  w ith  exile  in 
Babyl on . Yet  God  contin ued  to  m ak e h is p lan  and  pu rpose  clea r. 
Abo ut  200  years be fore  Israel  w as ban ished  to  exile Isaiah  prophesied 
th eir return.  God promi sed  to  
 

ẪṺǩɶȡɅȓ ¦ǍǪɐǩ ǩack to him an d gather Israel to h iɃɾǸȺȒẫ 
 

And that  is no t all.  God  never  lost sight  of h is promise  to  Abr aham  to  
ble ss the whole earth. He  wen t on  to  say 
 

Ẫu w ill also make  you a light  for t he Ge n t il es. Th at  my s a lvation 
may  rea ch to  t he ends of tțǸ ǸǍɶʌțẫ - Isai ah 49 :5-6 
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The  Bible  cou ld  not  be  clearer. God  chose  !ǩɶǍțǍɃẏɾ descendants  by 
gra ce, and  he in clud ed us in  the  plan  also by gr ace. Ẍ!ȺȺ peop les on 
Earʌțẍ include  us folk s. You  and I are the Genti les God  was  referri ng 
to  in  Isaiah 49. God  had us in  mind  from  the beg in ning,  and from  the 
beg inn ing  God had  a p lan. In  Part  2 tomo rrow  we  w il l zero  in  on the 
cu lmination  of gɐǱẏɾ redeeming  p lan  th rou gh  ¦Ǹɾʔɾẏ death  for  us on 
the  cross.  
 

CALL TO ACTION:  

Spend  some  time  today in  refle cti on  on  the  m arvel of GoǱẏɾ 
redeeming  pla n. Thank  Him  specific ally  for your  redemption  that  was 
part  of  his  plan from  the very  beginn ing  Share  your  refle ctio ns with a 
frien d . 
 
FURTHER  READING:  Acts  13: 47, Romans 3:22  
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Day 7  
 
 

GOEẏñ éMEMM¶u¸g PLAN  (PART 2)  
 

ẪÿțǸɅ t hey  are to  t ake some of t he bl ood a n d  pu t  it on  

The sid es and t ops of th e door fram es of t he h ouɾǸɾṺẫ ẪWhen 
the Lord g oes t hrough  t he l aɅǱṺ țǸ w ill see the Blood a n d w ill 
Pa ssover  t hat  doorway an d he w ill not  p ermit  The destroyer to  

enter your  houses.. .ẫ - Exodus  12:7,23 

 
Welc ome  to  Part2  of ẎgoǱẏɾ Redeem ing  Planẏ. We  pr omised  to look 
to day, in to Jeɾʔɾẏ dea th  on  the cross for  us, but  in  or der  to 
com preh end  Jesusẏsacrif ice  w e must  fi rst  un derst and  how sin  aff ects 
our  relationship  w ith  God.  Sin  ha s conse quences  on  mul t iple  levels. 
On  one  level  sin  hardens  our  hearts  an d  destroys  our  souls 
systematic ally over time.  On  anot her  lev el, in  m ost  cases our  sin  also 
af fects  the  people  around  us and  erodes  our  relat ionsh ips. Yet 
beyond this  and  w ithout  excep t ion  every  sin  we  commit  Ṿ whet her 
publicly  or secretly  or even  unintentionally  Ṿ are  all  sins  agai nst  God 
because  He  is holy. The offense of  our  sin  immedia tely  cre ates  a debt 
th at we can  never ful ly repay.  
 

The  young  man  Joseph  und erstood  the  complex  effect  of sin  when 
he refused  to  sleep  with  his  Master  Potip hǍɶẏɾ w ife. Joseph knew  that 
such  an  imm oral  act  wou ld  dest roy  h is own  sou l, as well  as h is 
relatio nsh ip  w ith  h is m aster  and  h is relationship  w ith  God  (Genesis 
39:8-9). Such  are the  consequen ces of sin . Never theless, God is aw are 
of  our  sinful  nature  and  in  His mer cy an d  divine  w isdom,  p rovid es 
at on em ent  and  gr ace to  close the gap  be tw een  us and  Him  which 
our  sin  cause s. At  t he p inna cle of h is p lan  to  redeem  mankind  from 
sin  is Jesʔɾẏ ultimate  sacrifice  for  our  sins on the cross. Yet  in  the Old 
Testame nt  even  before  Jesus came,  God  instituted  sacrifices  that 
served  as te m porary  m easures  to  mitigate  the co nseque nces of sin. 
Let  us see how  the se foreshadow  Jesʔɾẏ perfect  and  final  sacrifice.  We 
wi ll  b riefly  con sider  tw o examples,  na mely  the  fi rst  Passover  an d  the 
Day of Atonem ent.  
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We  reca ll t hat  althou gh the descendants  of Joseph  and  h is b rothers 
became  numerous,  th ey were  subj ected  to  slave ry in  Egypt  for  430 
years, until  t he time  came  for their  deliver ance (Exodus  12:40) God 
sen t  p lag ue after  p lag ue to  de st roy  Egypt  so that  Ph araoh would  let 
the  Israelites  go.  Yet  æțǍɶǍɐțẏɾ heart  rem ained  obstin ate  until  God 
wi ped  out  all  of Mȓʳɳʌẏɾ fir st -bo rn  mal es. The  same  n ight  every 
Israelite  home  w as spared  because  each  house hold  w as instru cted  to 
slaughter a  spotless lam b. 
 

Just  as Israelẏs redem pti on  was  purchased  th rou gh  the b lood  of the 
lamb,  so our  redempti on  is also pur cha sed  through  Jeɾʔɾẏ sinless 
blo od . Yet  the sacrificial  lamb  was  po w erless  to  remove  sin  for  all 
time. Ther efore, while  Israel was sti ll in  the  wi lder ness, God instituted 
the  Day of At oneme nt when  the sins of Israel w erǸ Ẍcarried aʭǍʳẍ on  
the  Ẍscape  goatẍ once a year. 
 

ẪÿțǸ ȓɐǍʌ will c a rry on i t self all their sins to  a  remote pl a ceṺẫ 
Leviticus  16:22 

 

Just as the  goat carried a way IsraǸȺẏɾ sin, so Jesus carries away  all our 
sins. Yet  the blood  of goats  can  never  pe rman ently  ato ne for sin, 
th erefore  the  sacrifice  had  to  be  m ade  annual ly. By  contrast  how ever, 
Jeɾʔɾẏ ɾǍcrifice was super ior  and  was  m ade  once fo r all.  
 

Ẫfɐɶ by  one sa crif ice h e h a s ma d e pe rfect  fore ver t hose w ho  are 
b ein g  ɃǍǱǸ țɐȺʳẫ - Heb rew s 10:14 

 

I consider  it  am azing  that  God  patie n t ly planned  our  salvation  before 
w e came to  be. Godẏs ult imate  rede eming  plan is Jesus. Let the glory 
and m ystery  of salvation  through  Jeɾʔɾẏ wa sh  over you today.  How 
wi ll  you l ive in app reciati on of this gr eat  salvation?  
 

ACTI ON: 
Thank Jesus for  his  great  salvatio n , p ray, sing  and  jour nal your  th anks. 
Sha re  the  story  of  how y ou met Jesus, wi th  a friend tod ay. 
 
FURTHER  READING:  Deutero no my  7:9, Matthew  26:28, John  14:6, 
Roma ns 3:25-26, Galati ans 1:3-4  
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A DAY OF REFLECTION 
AND  PREPA RATION  

 
 

Questions for  reflection from Chapter One  

 
1) W hat resonated w ith  me  the  most f rom t h is chap ter? 
2) W hat names best descri be God  for me? (Rev 1:12-18) 
3) If someone  asks why  I have  chosen to  serve  Yahw eh  and  no  ot her, 

w hat wou ld  be my  response? (Isaiah 4 0:25, John  14:6)  

4) W ha t  aspects  of gɐǱẏɾ gre atne ss and  goodness  inspire  me  mo st? 
(Isaiah  40:28) 
W hat  aspe cts  do I some t imes  find  d ifficu lt  to  accept  or bel ieve? 
(Hab 1:13) 

5) Pond er on y our  redemption  journey. (1  Tim 1:13) Ask your self: 
ẌğțǸre d id  God  sta rt  from  w ith  m eṤẍ Ẍğhat  d id  He  tak e m e 
th rɐʔȓțṤẍ Ẍğhere  am  I no wṤẍ Ẍğțat  do I ap preci ate  afresh from 
rem emb ering  ǍȺȺ ʌțȡɾṤẍ 

6) W ha t  am  I wi lling  to  fight for in  my  w alk  with GOD this  yea r? (Eph 
6:11) 

 
 

LET US PREPARE  FOR CHAPTER 2: 
Ẍu¸ GOD WE  KNOW W HO WE  !éMẍ 

BY READING  1 JOHN 3:1 

 
Or visit W h ats App , Insta gram,  Facebook a nd Tikt ok to  view the 

introdu ctory vi deos 
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A PRAYER  
 
 
 

Your love  giv es me 
confidenc e, your  ju st ice 
gives me  hope,  and  Your 

fai t hfulness k eeps m e 
steady. Let Your Spirit work 

in me so that my life  
refle cts your good ness to 

others.  Teach me to  love as 
you lov e, to act just ly as you 
do, and to remain f aithful  

in all t hings. In Jeɾʔɾẏ 
name,  Amen.  
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BO OK 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapt er 2 
 
 

IN  GOD, WE  KNOW W HO WE  ARE  
 

We are Godẏɾ image bea rers 
We are Chosen  

We are Forgiven  

We are Children  of the Father 
We are Light and Salt  

We are the  Aroma  of  Chr ist 
We are Godẏɾ Temple  

We are a Royal Priest hood 
We are Saved and  bei ng  Saved  
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Day 8  
 
 

W E ARE GODẏS IMAG E BEARERS  
 

Scriptu re Readi n g:  Gen 1:26-27 
 

So, God  crea t ed manki nd in His ow n im aȓǸṺ 
 
 

Today  we beg in  a new  chap ter  focusing  on  who  we are by Godẏs 
creati ve and  red empti ve desig n. What  is our  iden t ity? W ho were  we 
ma de and  called to b e? 
 

Let us go back to Godẏs init ial vis ion in creating us as sta ted  in  Genesis 
1. 
 

Then  God  sa id,  ẪLet  Us ma ke m a n  in  Our  ima g e , a ccording  t o Our 
li kenes s; an d let  them rule  over  the fish  of the sea  an d over  the b irds 
of  the sky and  over the  ca t t le an d  over  a ll  the  earth , and  over every 
creep ing  thi ng  that  creeps on the  ea rth .ẫ God crea ted  man in His own  
im a ge,  in  th e im a ge  of  God  He  crea ted  h im;  m ale  a nd  female  He 
crea t ed t he m . 
 
Of  all  t he created  be ings,  God  chose us, human kind,  to resemble  Him 
in  His  h ighest  qual it ies. Just  as DNA  carries the genetic  code  of a 
person ẏs id en t ity, we car ry the spirit ual DNA  of God, reflecti ng  His 
ch aracter and natu re. W hat a  p rivi lege!  
 

This concept of bearing  Godẏs image  is also kn own as the ẌIm ago  Dei .ẍ 
It  m eans  that  every human  being  has God-g iven  worth  and  dig n ity, not 
based  on  their  ab ili t ies, but  on  the  simple  fact  that  God  has created 
th em to share  in H is id ent ity and  to c arry His  image.  
 

The  fact  that  we are Godẏs image  bearers distinguishes  us f rom the  rest  
of  Godẏs creat ion,  g iving  us a spec ial role  and  capacit y to rela te w ith 
God  our C reator  in  a uni que  way. It  de fines  who  we are and  w hat  God 
is calling  us to. An  Af rican  pr overb  says, ẌThe  prince  who  kn ow s he is 
heir  to  his  fathe rẏs th rone tom orrow  w il l not  hang  out  to day w ith 
d runkards w ho have no such cal ling .ẍ That  is wh y th roughou t Scri ptu re, 
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the  inspi red  w riters constantly  referred  to  th is aspe ct  of who  we are 
befo re di recting us on h ow  we are to live. 
 

The  story of God with  human ity began  in  Genesis 1 at  creatio n, not 
Gen esis 3 when  Adam  and  Eve sinned  agai nst  God .2     W hen  we focus 
mostly  on  the lat ter, it  p rodu ces an unhealt hy em phasis on  fixing  the 
p rob lem  of  sin . The  Christian  life becomes  overly focused  on  salvat ion 
f rom  our  sinful  nat ure. But  when  the story  beg in s in  Genesis 1, we can 
see that  God  m ad e us inhe ren tly  go od rather  than  evil  an d  that 
ch anges  the wa y we view ou rselves. 
 

Oth ers be g in  the  story in  Gene sis 12 when  God sing led  out  Abraham 
and  gave h im  an  assig nment.  Thi s can  lead  to a view  of Christ iani ty 
w he re we feel  more  special  in  the sight  of God  than  other  people  and 
w e spen d all  our  ene rg ies on  the assig nme nt  of redee m ing  the rest  of 
man kind.  We can  be come  self-rig h teous  or en d  up  ne g lecting  the 
g row th  of  our ow n iden t ity in  God.  
 

But  beg inni ng  the  story in  Gen esis 1 ta kes care of  both  the  sin  problem 
and  the spec ial  cal ling  best owed  on  us. We are human  beings, not 
human Ẍdoings ẍ. What we do must flow  first  of all  f rom  w ho  we are. 
 

CONC LUSION  

How  can  kn owi n g  you  are creat ed  in  God 's ima ge im pact  your  self-
w orth  an d  iden t ity? In  what  way s can  you  re flect  God 's character  in 
your  dai ly life, such  as showi ng  k ind ne ss and  com passion  to people, 
reflecting  God 's justi ce in  your  in teract ions  w ith  others or creat ively 
serving ot hers in your  commu nit y? 
 
CALL TO ACTION  

Reflect on your identi ty as God 's image b earer. 
Iden t ify one area of your  life to in ten tio nally live ou t God's  design  as one 
w ho  bea rs His image.  
 

Share your  in sig hts with  oth ers. 
 

FURTHER READING: Ephesians  4:22-24  

 
 
2 Teaching series by Michael Burns, USA. 
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Day 9  
 
 

WE  ARE CHOSEN  
 

Scripture Reading: Eph esia n s 1:4, John 15:16  
 

For  he ch ose us in Him bef ore  t he cre a t ion of  t he w orld to  be 
h oly  and bl a m eless in h is sigh tṺ 

 

Have  you ever been  chosen  to  repr esent  a group  or or ganisation  in 
an  event,  to  receive  an  award  because  you stood  out  am ong  your 
peers, or to  tak e on an import ant  respo nsibil ity?  How  did  you  feel?  I 
rem emb er one  year  while  in  secondary  school  wh en  I was  selected 
as the  best  stud ent  in  m y set. I mu st  say, I w as walking  on  air!  This 
feeling  of self-satisfacti on  and  pride  co mes  wh en  our  efforts  are 
acknow ledged  and  cele brate d . How  mu ch  more  when  God  chooses 
us, not  because  of how  well  wǸẏʬǸ performed  or  how  good  w e are, but 
because  of h ow  go od  He  is. 
 

We  are  a chosen  people,  and  God  did nẏʌ choose  us just  for the  sake  of 
it.  He  cho se us to  be holy an d  b lamel ess in  h is sig ht. Through out  the 
Bible,  God  shows  us how  inte n tio nal h e is abo ut  us. Ep h esians  1:4 
says w e were  chosen  by hi m  ẌǩǸȒore the creation  of  the  wɐɶȺǱẍṣ Try to 
gra sp  the  intentionality  beh ind  this.  Be fore  God  created  the stars  and 
galax ies we  m arvel at, he  cho se us. He  was  already  th inking  and 
pla nn ing  the  be st  for  us. Knowing  all  the  sin  we  w ould  commit,  all  the 
times  w e would  choose our  fle sh over  h im,  God sti ll called  us in to 
holine ss and  blamele ssness. He  sent  Christ  to  take  the  conseque nces 
of our  sins  so that  we can spend  eter n ity  wi th  him.  He  w ants  us to  be 
wi th h im forev er. That is  amaz ing!  
 

What  is  ou r res p onse t o b ei n g  chosen by  God?  
 

Do  we  take  it  for gr anted,  because  we  know  God  loves us so mu ch ? 
Are we l ike  the  believers  Paul  addr essed in  Romans  6:1 w hen he  said 
ẪShall w e go  on sinn ing  so t hat  g race may  incr eas eṿẫ 
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Or  do es knowing  th at  he ch ose us an d  was  m ak ing  p lans for us to 
have  our  best  life  -before  he even m ade us- move  som ething  deep 
wi thin  us? Does  it just m ake us  wa nt to  give  our  all to h im?  
 

We  sho uld  st rive  to  live our  lives  as a pe ople  chosen  by God.  We 
sho uld have  the confide nce that co m es from  being  God -depen dent. 
As His peop le, we  shou ld  not  g ive in  to  identity  crisis  or  accepting  any 
lies the world  tells  us. We  should  be w ill ing  to  ch oose God, as he has 
ch osen  us. And  we  shou ld  be  w il ling  to  live accor d ing  to  h is pl an for 
us because we know that  he  knows what is bes t . 
 
 

CONCLU SION  

We  have  be en  chosen  to  be holy  and  blameless  in  God . Let  our  lives 
refle ct  true  h oline ss, blamelessne ss and  an id en t ity  ro oted  in  being 
ch osen  by God. Let  us be d iscipl ined, pur poseful  an d  int ention al 
abo ut  choosing  God  just  as he h as chos en us. May  our  hearts  align 
wi th G odẏs love  and purpose  for us.  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Choose one  friend  that you wi ll share tɐǱǍʳẏɾ devot ional with.  

 
 
FURTHER  READING  

Psalm 139:13-16, Isaiah  41: 8-10 
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Day 10 
 

WE  ARE FORGIVEN  
 

Scripture Reading: Eph esia n s 1:7 
 

In Him we  have  red emption t hrou g h his bl ood, t he forgiveness of 
ɾȡɅɾṺ 

 

If  you h ave ever  been  disc harged  from  a debt  you  owed  or releas ed 
from  a punishment  you were  me an t  to  face,  then  you can g rasp  the 
ble ssedne ss of being forgiven, as w e lea rn  in  toǱǍʳẏs devoti onal. 
 

The  m ost  common  New  Testame nt  Greek wo rd  for forg iven ess is 
ap hesis  ( ʒʀʎʅʏ), which  me an s "to  rele ase," "to  let  go,"  or  "t o sen d 
away ." 
 

The  primary  Hebrew  w ord  is nasa  ( ˞˷ˮ ), w hich  means  "to  lift  up"  or  "to 
carry  away ." 
 

Together,  they  describe  forg iveness as lett ing  a person  off  the  m oral  or 
sp irit ual de b t i ncurr ed because  of  sin . 
 

Forg iven ess is God's  me rci ful  action  of  free ing  us from  sin's  penalty  and 
debt  through  the atoni ng  work  of Jesus Christ  and  restoring  us to  a 
relatio nsh ip  w ith  Him.  Forgive ness is also the Spiri t -emp ower ed 
dec ision  on our  pa rt  to  free ot hers fro m  personal offenses, reflecting 
God 's grace to a broken w orld.  
 

Let  us consider  some  tr uths  to  help  us dee pen  our  conv iction  about 
Godẏɾ gr eat gift of forg iveness. 
 

Firstly,  fo rg iveness is groun ded  in  the  blood  of  Chri st. (Heb  9:22) It  is not 
cheap ṽit  came  at  the  cost  of  Jesus'  life. The justice  of  God  requ ired  the 
shedding  of b lood  and  Chr istẏs death  on  the  cross  m et  that 
requireme nt. There  can be no forg iveness  w ith out  the shedd ing  of 
blo od ; and t here can  be  no  relat ionship w ith G od wi th out fo rg iven ess. 
 

Secondly,  Godẏs forgiveness  is co m p lete  and  final. (Heb  10:17) W hen 
Christ  said , "It  is fi n ished" (J oh n  19:30), He  was i ndi cating  th at  the de bt 
of  sin  was  paid  in  ful l. We  are no  longer  conde m ne d. God  does  no t  
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forgive  pa rtial lyṽHe  for g ives  completely.  Thirdly,  no thing  we  do can 
earn  forg ivene ssṽit  is God's  g ift.  (Eph  2:8-9) Grace preced es 
repen tance. It  is God's  good ness that  leads  us to  repen t  an d  turn  to 
Him.  
 

Forg iven ess is reconciliation.  We  have  peace w ith  God . (Rom  5:1) Sin 
b reaks fellowship  with  God  and  w ith  oth ers, but  forg iveness restores 
relatio nsh ips. The  at one m ent  of  Christ  reconci les a holy  God  wi th  sinful 
humanity.  
 

Also, forg ivene ss is on go ing  in  our  walk  with  God . (1 John  1:9) We  were 
justified  once-and - for-all  when  we  were  saved.  But  God  continues  to 
forgive  and purify  us as we con fess our  sins  daily. Forgiveness is both a 
past fact and  a p resent  grace.  
 

Finally,  Godẏɾ forgiveness  em powers  us to  forg ive ot hers. (Col. 3:13) 
Forg iven  people forgive peo p le. 
 

W hat  do es this  mean  for  us?  It  means  stop  strivi ng  for tha t  which  has 
been  freely  given  to  you. Let  your  heart  rest  in  the cross.  Refuse  to  live 
in  gu ilt  and  sha me  because  gu ilt  b in ds you to  your  past, while  gr ace 
frees you  to  walk  in to your  dest iny. Celeb rate  your relat ionship  with 
your Father and  live like  one who has be en fully accepted  in  Christ.  
 

On  the  oth er hand,  do  you carry gu ilt  and  fear because  you  feel  unsu re 
of  where  you stand  with  God  when  it comes to  the forgive ness of your 
sins? Jesus b ids  you Ẍ>ɐɃǸṞẍ (Matt  11:28) an d follow  His  lovi ng 
instru ction  in  John 3: 3-5 and  Acts  2:38. 
 

CONCLU SION  

You  are  no t  who  you used  to  beṽyou are  who  Ch rist  says you  are: 
forgive n , redeem ed, and  lov ed. Therefore,  walk  in  the light  of 
forgive ness and  let gr ace shape your life  every  day. 
 
CALL TO ACTION  

Forgive  anyo ne in  need  of your  forgiveness  today,  for w hen  you  forg ive, 
you dem on st rate  the  character  of  God  and un lock healing  in 
relatio nsh ips. Conf ess easily, repen t  sincerely,  and  trust  fully  in  His 
mer cy each day.  Memori ze Matt 6:14 -15 
 

FURTHER  READING  Colossians 1:13-14 
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Day 11 
 
 

WE  ARE CHILDREN  OF THE FATHER 
 

Scripture Reading: 1 Jo h n 3: 1-3 John 1:9 -13 
 

See what great love t he  Father  has lavished on us, t hat  we s h ould 
be cal led children of G oǱṟ 

 

A dis p leased  cl ien t  angri ly asked  a servi ce provider,  "Do  you  know  who  
I am?"  
 

In  respons e, the  service  p rovider  calmly  called  a nearby  security 
operative and  saȡǱṞ Ẍ>ǍɅ you  k indly  assist  this  gentlema n? It  seems  he 
does n ot  kno w w ho he  is.ẍ 
 

This  is a funny but  serio us remi nder  that  we  can not  look to the  world 
to  define  our  id en t ity  for us. Sad ly, m an y Christia ns do no t  know  who 
th ey are in  Christ.  
 

W hen as keǱṞ Ẍğțɐ ǍɶǸ ʳɐʔṤẍ w hat ans w ers come to min d? 
 

For  m e, I must  ad mit  that  my  fir st  ans w ers have  to  do with  my 
eart h ly/wo rldl y achievements.  If w e have acqu ired  a few , we  feel proud. 
If  we  are  n ot  too im pressed  w ith  what  we  ha ve ach ieved,  we  feel 
inade quate .This  is in dee d the  w ay of the w orl d .But for th e ch ild of God, 
it  ne ed  not  be  so. As to daʳẏɾ passage  tel ls us, this  world  is not  a sp irit ual 
envir onm ent  and  therefore  does not  p lace a prem ium  on  who  God's 
childre n are.However , in  the  light  of  etern ity,  w e need  to ask,who  real ly 
is who?  
 

From  the acco unt  of creation,  we  know  that  God is the owner  of all 
things.  Ho w ever, we  all  lost  the  right  to  be called  h is chi ldr en because 
of  sin. (Romans  3:23) 
 

Abo ut  2000  years ago,  the only  human  being  who  had  acce ss to  God 
and had  every  right  to  be called  God's  chil d  was  Jesus Christ  and  he 
came  to fix the b roken re latio nsh ip  bet w een God and  m an. Many t ake 
p ride  in  their ear thly  inheritan ce and even mi sbe have  on  account  of it. 
They  b rag  about  who  their paren ts are. However,  at  death , they  leave 
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it  all  beh ind. As God 's childre n , our  wealth  an d  inheritan ce out live the 
time  we  spend  on  ear th. We  are GoǱẏɾ ch ildr en  both  in  time  and 
eternity.  
 

How  does it  feel  to  know  th at  your  Fath er is the  creator  of the  heavens 
and  the  earth?  
 

How  does it  feel  to  know  th at  h e has  prepared  an ete rn al inheritance 
for his  own children?  
 

How  does th is help us  deal wi th la ck or scarcity whi le living on  eart h? 
 

If  earthly  fathers  know  how  to  g ive good  things  to  the ir  children,  ho w 
much  m ore our H eaven ly Fat her?  
 

How  sho uld t h is im pact how we  live  daily?  
 

For  m e, I have found  peace  of mind  in  kno wi ng  that  if  my  Heav enly 
Fat her  can create  and  m an age  the  whole  un iver se, my  ti ny, yet 
significant  life  can  never be  too mu ch for h im  to  hand le. I ha ve 
jett isone d  fear  and w orries in  my  life  just  the  sam e w ay Al iko  Dangote's 
ch ild  or Elon  Musk's  child  w ill  no t  br eak a sweat  over  th eir  da ily nee ds 
being met.  
 

Our  Fath er is able  to  do  w ay m ore  for  us  than  we  can  ever th ink of or 
imagine.  

 

CONCLU SION  

Tho se of us w ho  have  put  our  faith  in  Chr ist  today  are  inde ed  Godẏs 
ch ildr en . The re is no  dis t inction  betw een  Jesus and  us. We  have  as 
much  access to  God as he do es. Indeed,  we have bec ome  heirs  of God 
and c o-heirs  with C h rist.  (Romans  8:15-17). 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

So,are you a chi ld  of God? If yes,can people  tel l by ho w you  live?  Decide 
on  one th ing  that  w ill change  in  your  life  because  of  this  identity.  If not, 
w hat  are you  w aiting  fo r? De cide  to  seek  Him.  Only  th ose w ho  are  born 
of  God  have access to  tr ue wealth and  an ete rnal inherita nce. 
 
FURTHER  READIN GS: 1 Peter  1:14-16, Galatians  4:6-7, Rom ans 8:14-17 
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Day 12 
 
 

WE  ARE SALT  AND  LIGHT 
 

Scripture  Reading:  Matthew 5:1 3-16 
 

You  are  t he salt of t he e a rt h... You  are t he light of t he w orld... l et 
yo ur light shi n e b efore  ot hers,  that  t hey  may s ee your good dee d s 

a n d g lorify  yo ur Fa t h er in he a ven.  
 

In  our  world  today,  co un t less th ings  are co m peti ng  for our  atte n ti on. 
From  the  moment  you wo ke up,  your  devic es, your  w or k, and  the 
gen eral noise  of life have been  seeking  to in fluence  your  thou ghts  and 
actio ns. It's easy to feel pu lled  in every dire cti on. 
 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  chaos, God  speaks a simple ,powerful  tru th  over 
you. He  has  not  merely  called  you  to  be  influenced ; He  has created you 
to be His influencer.  
 

This  isn 't  ab out  gaini ng  social  m edia  fol lowers  or bu ildi ng  a pe rsonal 
b rand.  It  is about  em brac ing  the  id entity  Jesus secured  for  you and  I. 
W hen  the world  asks, "W ho  are  you?"  we  can  an sw er  wi th  confiden ce 
roo ted  in  God's  W or d . Let  us refle ct  on  two  pr ofound  metaph ors He 
uses  to  descr ibe  how we  are  to  live  out our divine  purpose.  
 

Jesus m akes  a de clarat ion, ẌYou  are the salt  of  the  eart hṣẍ Not  "you can 
be" or "you  w il l be." You have  alr eady  be en  made  so. He  is spe ak ing 
dire ctly to  you.  
 

W hen  we  thin k of  salt,  we th ink  of flavor,  taste,  and  p reservati on. But 
salt  doe s m ore than  tha t . It  enha nces th e h idd en goodn ess in  w hatever 
it  t ouc hes, causing  restorat ion  and  h ealing.  This  is our  fir st  call ing  as 
God 's influe ncers. When  you inte ract  w it h  others, your  presence  is 
me ant  to d raw  out  t he best  in  the m.  God, the  Ma ster  Chef,  places  you 
str ategical ly t o: 
 

Enh ance.  Like  speaking  a word  of en coura geme nt  that  helps 
someo ne else see their  ow n v alue.  
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Preserve.  Like  upholdi ng  in tegr ity  in  busin ess or in  academi cs, 
p reven t ing the  decay  of compr omise.  
 

Bring  h eali n g.  Like  offering  a list ening  ear  to someo ne , helping  to 
resto re their  hope. 
 

Jesus also  w arns  us; salt  can l ose its s alt iness. In  tho se days, salt was n 't 
alw ays the  pure,  refi ned  pro duct  we  have  to day. It  could  be  mi xed  w ith 
tastele ss minerals.  If this  impure  salt  was  left  on  damp  gr ound  or 
exp osed  to  rain  or sun,  the true  sodium  ch lo rid eṽthe  pa rt  that  made 
it  saltyṽw ou ld  d issolve  an d  wa sh away,  leaving  beh ind  a worthless 
powd er. Its  app earance was  de ceptive;  it  looked  like  salt  but  had  lost 
its pur po se. 
 

In  the  same  way, our  sp ir it ual effe ctive ness can be  Ẍw ashed  ǍʭǍʳẏ if  we  
allow  worldly  values  to  d ilu te our  faith.  Do  not  conform  to  the  pattern 
of  th is world,  but be  tr ansformed by t he renew ing  of  your mi nd . (Rom 
12:2) We  m ay sti ll look  like a "Christian,"  but  we  lose our  imp act. You 
must  pre serve your  God-g iven  saltine ss by staying  gr oun ded  in  God's 
truth,  so you can  co n tinue  to  be the po sit ive in fluencer  He  has  called 
you to be. 
 

Next, Jesʔɾ ǱǸǪȺǍɶǸɾṝ Ẍĥɐʔ are  the light of the world .ẍ 
 

Not ice the  diffe rence betw een  salt  and  light.  Salt  w orks  th rough  dire ct 
con tact.  Light,  how ever,  has an  imp act  from  a dist ance. This  reve als the 
second  dime nsion of our  influen ce. 
 

Our  lives  as believ ers should  be so distinct  tha t  pe op le can  see the 
diff erence  from  afar.  They should  ob serve  how  we  handle  p ressur e, 
expr ess love, and live wi th  integrity,  and  conclude,  ẌThere  is something 
differe n t ab out  that  per soɅṣẍ W hile  you r relati onsh ip  wi th  God is deeply 
personal, it  w as never  m ean t  to  be  entirely  private .Jesus m ak es it  cle ar ; 
Let  your  light  ɾțȡɅǸṺʌțǍʌ th ey m ay see your  good  deeds  and  glorify 
your  Fat her  in  heave n . He  made  you  a light  so that  others would  see 
Him.  
 

Sometimes  we  m ak e mi sta kes. We  sin  or we  fall  sho rt.  In  those 
mom en ts, the ene my  plays  a h ighl ight  reel of our  failures,  screaming  
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th at we are disqual ified.  That is  a lie. If  you f eel you ẏve lost  your taste  or 
your  shine,  God  is ready to restore  you  so you  can  once again  speak  for 
Him,  live f or Him, and  stand  for  Him.  

 
 

CONCLU SION  

We  are called  to  influence  others for  Christ.  God 's p lan  for  exp and ing 
His k ingd om  involves  His child ren  living  such  compell ing  lives  th at 
ot hers ta ke not ice and t h ink, "I wa n t what  this person  has ." 
 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

As salt,  ho w  can  you bring  out  the God -given  value  in  someo ne else 
this wee k? 

Ask God to  help you r estore y our l ost "saltiness."  
 

As light,  t h ink  of one  way  your  publ ic life  at  wo rk, school, in  your 
community, or onl ineṽ can  shine  and p oint  people to G od. 
 
 

FURTHER  READING: Colo ssians 4:6, Phi lippia ns 2:14-15, Ephesians  2:10, 
1 Peter 2:9  
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Day 13 
 
 

WE  ARE THE AROMA OF C HRIST 
 

Scripture  Reading:  2 Cor 2:12-17 
 

For  we are to  God t he p lea sing  ǍɶɐɃǍ ɐȒ >țɶȡɾʌṺ 
 

If  you are like  m e, then  you  love  the  arom a of good  foo d. Itẏs inviting, 
isnẏʌ it?  We  usually  canẏʌ w ait  to  be told  ẌCome  an d  eǍʌṣẍ In  the same 
w ay, you w ill  agree  tha t  we  are put  off  by a bad  smell.  Follow ing  w hat 
w e lea rn ed  yesterd ay about  being  salt  an d  light,  to da y we  wi ll look at 
ano th er im port ant  aspect  of our  spirit ual ide n tity,  which  is, Ẍoɐʭ do 
ot hers pe rceive  ʔɾṤẍ 
 

In  ʌɐǱǍʳẏɾ reading,  Apost le Paul w as writ ing to  the disciples  in  Corin th. 
In  these  fi rst  two  cha p ters, he was  em phasizing  on  the  character  of 
sincerity  and  integrity  as a mark  of  Cțɶȡɾʌẏɾ follo w ers. Christ  Himself  set 
this exam p le as Paul descr ibed  when he  wrote,  
 

For  the  Son of God, Jesus  Christ,  who  was  preach ed  am ong  you by 
ʔɾṺw as not  ẪYǸɾẫ aɅǱ ẪNoẫ (1:19) Jesus w as a m an  of  integrity.  Even His 
enemies  cou ld  testify  to  this.  (Matt  22:15-16) Many  people  lov ed  Jesus 
for w ho He was an d  what He  stood  for. And  for t he very  same  reasons, 
He had many enemi es as w ell. But one  th ing was for sure;  w het her He 
w as liked  or no t, Jesusẏ ch aracter  w as respe cted  by all. This  sho u ld  be 
our  identity as well.  
 

W hen  we  come  to  Christ  and  His  Sp irit  dw ells in  us, the re is always a 
visible  diffe rence.  We  may  not  even be  awa re of  it,  but  ot hers do  notice. 
This  is the new  creation best ow ed  on  us. If  we are  not  careful  howeve r, 
w e can  start  to  forget  who  we  are. When  this  happens,  w e w il l find 
our selves  slip p ing  back  into  our  old  ways  of li fe, or envyi ng  an d 
imitat ing  the lives  of th ose around  us. However,  w e are called  to  be 
differe n t . Wher ever  we  go  and  w hoev er we  interact  wi th,  we  are  m eant 
to spread  the  aroma of  Jesus. 
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Some  people  w ill  love  us because  they per ceive  Jeɾʔɾẏ k indne ss, 
com passion,  sincerity  and  in tegr ity  w hen  w e are  around  th em.  To 
th em,  we  are the frag rance of life.  A sister  told  me  ho w , though  she  is 
not  the fi rst  chil d  in  he r family  nor  the most  educ ated,  her relat ives 
alw ays look to  her  w hen  imp ort ant  decisio ns are  to  be made. 
Accord ing  to  them,  she  spea ks with  Ẍwi sdo m  fro m G oǱṣẍ On  the ot her 
hand , some  people  wi ll surely  disli ke us bec ause our  aura  remin ds 
th em  of Jesusẏ judgem ent  and  cond emnation  of sin . To these,  we  are 
the  stench  of death.  A b rother  on ce shared  how  a for mer  w ork 
colleag ue told  h im  h e w as a th reat  to  them  because he would  always 
return  unus ed  office  funds  whi le everyone  else  kept  such  money  for 
th emselve s. It  is commo n tod ay to  see bein g a Christian  in  terms  of 
how  ẌwǸȺȺẍ a pe rson  can pray  or  how  mu ch God is ẌǩȺǸɾɾȡɅȓẍ them.  But 
th at  is not  gɐǱẏɾ measu re. Ins tead , the  Lord  calls  us to  be m en  and 
w omen  who  are  sin cere  in  wor ds and  actions.  We  m ay ask Ẍğțɐ is 
equal  to  such  a taɾȶṤẍ (vs 16b) No  one  is. Only  th rough  the  power  of God 
can  we  become His pleasing a ro ma.  

 
 

CONCLU SION  

We  are called  to  sp read  the frag rance of Christ  everywhe re we  go. 
W hat  do peop le know  you fo r? Can  they  vouch  for  your  character  even 
if t hey don ẏt  agree  with your v alues?  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Hon estly  access your  personal integrity  at  w ork,  school, in  business  etc. 
Conf ess any  areas wher e you ha ve no t  lived  up  to  Godẏɾ expectations. 
Ask a frie nd  to  hold  you accountable for making ch ange s. 
 
FURTHER  READING: 1  Joh n  3:2-3 
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Day 14 
 
 

WE  ARE GODẏS TEMPLE  
 

Scripture Reading: 1  Cori n t hia n s 3:16, 6:19 

 
Do you  not k n ow that  you  yourselves are  gɐǱậɾ templ eṺ 

 
 
Have y ou ever paused to  really thi nk about  w hat it  means  th at  you are 
Godẏɾ temple?  We  might  have heard  this  so often  in  chur ch that  it 
sta rts  to  sound  redundant.  But  Paul  was  m ak ing  a radical  statem ent 
w hen  he w rote  the  wo rds: ẪEɐɅậʌ you kno w  that  you yourselves  a re 
Godậɾ te m ple and  that Godậs ñɳȡɶȡʌ ǱʭǸȺȺɾ ȡɅ ʳɐʔṿẫ 

 
Back then,  the  temple  was  the most  sacred  p lace  on  earth.  It  was 
rega rd ed  as the  m eet ing  po int  between  he aven  and  h um anity.  It  was 
w he re gɐǱẏɾ pr esence lived.  Peop le tra veled  from  far and  w ide  to 
w or sh ip,  sacrifice,  and  experience  His glory  there. Yet, he re  is Pau l, 
tel ling the C h ristians of that time t hat they dȡǱɅẏʌ need  to  look for  that 
temple  an ym ore. They  were  the temple.  Im ag ine  how  shocking  that 
must have sounded  to  h is audie nce. 
 
If  you th ink  about  it,  ȡʌẏɾ both  humbling  an d over whelming.  The  same 
Sp irit  that  hovered over  the  waters  in Genesis,  the  same pr esence that 
fi lled  Solomo nẏs te m ple  with  smo ke and  glor y, now  lives  in  you. He 
does nẏʌ just  visit  oc casionally or drop  by in  ch u rch  on  Sun days. He 
dwe lls in  you!  
 
That  me ans your  life  isnẏʌ or d inary. It  caɅẏʌ be. You  carry Godẏɾ divinity 
wi thin  you. Every  thoug ht, wor d , an d  action  becomes  a sacred  space 
because  GoǱẏɾ Spirit  is presen t  in  you. Thatẏs why  Paul  d id nẏʌ stop  at 
Ẫĥɐʔɶ body is the temple  of  the Holy  Spir itṣẍ He  also add ed , ẪṾṾ.w ho  is in 
you, wh om  you have  received  fro m  GoǱṾẫ He  was remin d ing  believe rs 
th at  their  bod ies ṽ not  just  th eir  spirits  ṽ matt er to God. W ha t  we  d o 
wi th  our  body, how  we  t reat  it, and  even  how  w e think  about  our selves 
sho u ld reflect th at sacred reality.  
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No  on e likes to  live  in  a dirty,  chaotic,  uncomfo rta ble  home,  do they? 
ÿțǍʌẏɾ why when  your ro om  or apartment  gets m essy, you  feel  uneasy 
until  you clean it  up  an d ma ke it  feel like  a p lace you can  call  h ome 
again.  W h y? Because  you  kn ow  that  where  you live  affects  h ow  you 
live. Now  God  says, ẌYou  a re  where  I live .ẍ How  would  tha t  m ake  you 
think  ab out  your  life:  your body,  your  mind,  your  habits,  your  choice s? 
If  you ʭɐʔȺǱɅẏʌ toler ate  d irt  or ch aos in  your  ph ysical  hom e, why  let 
things  like  bitter ness, gossip, d ishonesty  or im puri ty clutter  the spa ce 
w he re God  dwe lls? 

 
Making  th is sh ift  doesɅẏʌ require  perf ectio n; only  the consiste nt 
aware ness that  God  is in y ou. It  wi ll  ma ke you tre at your self d iff eren t ly 
ṽ with mo re care, mo re reverence,  and  mo re int en t ionality.  You  beg in 
to  thin k twice  before  you  speak  or react,  not  b ecause  someone  is 
w atc h ing, but because  Some one  lives  t here. 
 
We  also  need  to  see others differently,  because  if  we are  all  the  temple 
of  God , then  eve ry person you meet  carries some thi ng  holy. That  frie nd, 
th at  col league,  even  the  pe rson  w ho annoys  you; God  has  p laced  His 
Sp irit  wi thin  them.  How  much  ki nder, m ore  pat ien t  or  respectfu l would 
w e beco me  if we alw ays remembered  that?  

 
 
CONCLU SION  

Finally,  b rothe rs and  sisters, as GoǱẏɾ temple,  w e must  guard  what 
en ters  it.  Just  like  the  ph ysical  temple  in  Jerus alem  w asnẏʌ mea n t  to  be 
defile d , our  hearts  an d  lives  sho u ld  be  ke pt  pure, out  of love  and 
rev erence. We  should  keep  the temple  ho ly bec ause  we  love the  One 
w ho  lives  there. 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Let  us pray: Ẍ¬ɐɶǱṞ thank  You for choosing  to  dwell  in  m e. Help  me  to 
live aw are  of Your  p resence. Let  my  life,  my  thou ghts,  my  body,  my 
w or ds all  be a w orthy h ome  for Yɐʔṣẍ 

 
FURTHER  READING:  2 Cor 6:16, Rev 21:22 
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Day 15 
 
 

WE  ARE A ROYAL  PRIESTHOOD  
 

Scripture Readi n g: Ex 19 :4 -6, 1 Pet er 2:4 -5, 9-10 
 

Though t he w hole e a rt h is  mine, you  w ill be for  me a kingdom of 
ɳɶȡǸɾʌɾṺ 

 

From  time  immem orial,  p rie sts  were  special  people  who  m ediated 
betw een  m en and  the ir God  or gods.  They  offered  sacrifices  on  behalf 
of  the pe ople,  an d  th ey were  in te rcessors  who  p rayed  for t he peo p le. 
W hen  people  wa n ted to  kno w  gɐǱẏɾ w ill  on  a particular  issue,  the y 
w ent  to  enquire  from  the  p riest.  In  the  Old  Testa m ent,  God  appoi n ted 
Aaron  and  h is descenda n ts  from  the  tri be of Levi  to serve  Him  in  this 
capacity.  (Num  3:10) It  was  a h igh  calling,  and  no other  un auth orized 
person or  tribe  w as allowed to carry  out this  sacred duty.  
 

But God  has always  had a big ger  and  more glorio us p lan  in  mi nd. This 
is w hat  we  see in  todǍʳẏɾ first  passage  in  Ex 19. GoǱẏɾ desire  was  that 
Israel as an  en tire  nation  wou ld  be His p rie sts, not  just  the fami ly of 
Aaron  or the tri be of Levi.  
 

ṟyou wi ll be f or Me  a  king dom of p riests an d a holy nation  
 

God  wan ted  to  showc ase His righte ousn ess and  holiness  to  the world 
through  the nation of  Israel so that  people  everywhere wou ld  come  to 
kn ow H im and rev ere Him t h rough them.  
 

But  thǍʌẏɾ not  all. God wa s going  somewh ere. He  has  som ething  even 
big ger on  His  heart.  
 

Jesus has co me  as our  Great  High  Priest.  He  m ad e the u lt imate 
sacrifice  by  of fering  His ow n li fe as a ransom  for  all  sins  and  for  all  t ime. 
We  no longer  ne ed the o ld  or der of  p riests  to  m ake  blo od sacrific es on 
me nẏɾ behalf.  (Heb  9:11-14) Jesus  is now  the one  Me diator  bet w een  God 
and  m an. (1 Tim  2:5) We  do  not  need  to  go  th rough  any ẌɾɳeǪȡǍȺẍ person 
to get to  God.  
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Our  read ing  fro m  1 Peter  2 tells  us that  Jesus  has ch osen us as His 
peop le. Now,  from  every  tribe  and  natio n ality,  no t  just  Israel, we  have 
become that  holy  nation and  that royal pri esthood.  
 

And what  is our  prie stly  duty?  To offer sacrific es of p raise and  good 
w or ks, (Heb  13:15-16) To decla re GoǱẏɾ pr aises to  the  world  (1 Pet  2:9) to 
administer  Godẏs grace  to  oth ers in  its v arious  for ms  (1 Pet 4:10)  and  to 
serve  our  God a nd  Fat her. (Rev 1:5-6) 
 

CONCLU SION  

Jesus, ou r Great  High  Pri est  has sacrificed  once and  for  all  on  ou r behalf 
and  He  lives  forever  to in tercede  for us. Do  you  see gɐǱẏɾ g loriou s vision 
and  your  place  in  it  as part  of  this  cont inu ing  royal  priest hood? Broth er 
and  Sister in  Christ,  no m atter  who  you are, you are a  mi n ister f or God. 
As p riests  we are anoint ed  to br ing God  to people  and  bring p eople to 
God . What an honour  and privilege!  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

In  your  journal,  write  down  w hat  being  a priest  of  God  m eans to  you. 
Ask God  to  show  you the  specific  ways  He  wants  you to  mi n ister  for 
Him this y ear. 
 
FURTHER  READING:  Isaiah  2:1-5, Zecha riah  8:23, Rev 5:10 
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Day 16 
 
 

WE  ARE SAVED AND BEING SAVED  
 

Scripture Readi n g: 1 Cor  1:18, 15:1-2, 2 Pet  1:5-11 
 

By this g osp el you  are  sǍʬǸǱṺ 
Th ere forǸṺ make every e f fort  t o con f irm your  cal l in g  and el ect ion.  

 
 
The  day my  sins w ere  w ashed  aw ay in  bap t ism  w as one  of  the  happi est 
days of my  life. I told  m yself  I was  ready to d ie and  go  to  heaven  to  
meet  my  Savior right  aw ay. Aft er all, I was  saved ! But  the Good  Lord 
had  oth er pla ns for  m e, as He  has for  m ost  of  us His ransom ed chi ld ren . 
So here  we  are. Thou gh w e are saved,  we  mu st  sti ll  strive  to  work  out 
our  salvati on each day. ( Phil 2:12) Why and how  do we  do that?  
 

In  the  last  few  day s, w e have  learned  m any  things  ab out  w ho  we  are in 
God . Even  be fore  creation,  we w ere  chosen. At  creat ion we w ere  made 
in  the  very  image  of God. Though  sin  caused  us to  fall,  Jeɾʔɾẏ finis hed 
w ork  on  the cro ss b rou ght  redemptio n . In  Chri st  we  are  forgiven  as 
Godẏɾ beloved  ch ildr en and  in  this  ne w  identity,  we live  as GoǱẏɾ light 
and  salt  in  the world,  His aro ma,  His  dwel ling  p lace  and  His  royal 
p riest hood. God has d one  all this f or us.  May His  Name  be praised!  
 

As ʌɐǱǍʳẏɾ rea d ing  in  1 Cor  15 says, w e w ere  saved  and  saved  completely 
through faith  in  the gos pel of Jesus Christ.  This  is what  is refer red  to  as 
Ẍɐʔɶ justific at ioɅẍ (Rom  3:30). Aft er we  are  justified  th rough  faith,  w e 
must  be made ho ly by t he ongoing  w ork of GɐǱẏɾ ñɳȡɶȡʌṣ This is  what is 
called  ẌɾǍnctificatio nẍ (1 Cor  6:11) or  Ẍbeing  saveǱẍ because  it  is a lifelo ng 
part nersh ip  between  us an d  the  Holy  Spirit.  As we submit  to  Him,  He 
transforms  us to make  us like  Jesus. 
 

How  does th is apply to  us as fol low ers of Christ?  
 

Firstly,  we  must  be conf ide n t  in  our  salvation.  The gr ace of God  ha s 
saved  us. ¦Ǹɾʔɾẏ sacrifice  h as rescued  us. As som eone describ ed  it,  we 
have  no ẌɐʔʌɾʌǍndi ng  ba lancǸẍ with  the  dominion  of darkness.  When  
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w e are assur ed  and  gra teful  for this  assur ance, we can  joyful ly help 
ot hers to fi nd salvat ion  as w ell. 
 

Secondly,  w e cannot  be co m p lacen t  in  our  salva t ion  simply  becau se 
w e have qual ified  for  hea ven. The  runner  cannot  be com p lacen t  on the 
tra ck simply  because  he  or she has qualified  for the finals.  The 
motivation  of  the  cross, the gift  of d iscipling,  m en to ring, and  the 
sp irit ual d isciplines  we  w ill  lea rn  about  next  are some  of the tools  that 
the  Ho ly Spirit  g ives us to  help  us add  to  our  faith  so th at  we  w ill not  be  
ineffe ctive  an d  unproduct ive in  our  salvation.  Then  w hen  it  is all  said 
and  do ne, ẌʭǸ w ill  receive  a rich  welcome i n to  the ete rn al k ingd om of 
our  Lord and  Saʬȡɐʔɶṣẍ 

 

CONCLU SION  

Brot hers and  Sisters,  let  us remem ber  tha t  w e ha ve crossed  from 
darkne ss to  light!  Having  been  justifie d , it  is gɐǱẏɾ wi ll t hat  we  should 
be  sanctified. We are saved but the  journey  of salvation  continues. Are 
you still  m aki ng  every  effort  to  add  on to  you r faith?  Are  you  sti ll 
w holeh eartedly worki ng  out your salvat ion? 

 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

From  2 Pet  1:5-7, p ick  out  one  or two  virtues  tha t  you  perso na lly  wa n t 
to  gr ow  in . Ask for  the  Holy  Spirits  h elp  and  share  this  w ith  your 
dis ciples h ip  partne r. 
 
FURTHER  READING:  Heb  12:1 
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A DAY OF REFLECTION 
AND  PREPARAT ION  

 
 
 

Questions for  reflection from Chapter 2 

 
1. W h at resonated  w ith  me  the  m ost  from  this cha p ter?  

 
2. Think  about  this  t rut h : Ẍu be ar Godẏs image.  I am  chosen  as His 

beloved c h ild. I am  saved and  forg ivenṣẍ ṵIsiah  43:1,6-7) 
How  does th is make  me feel?  

W hat  should  be diff eren t  in  me  as a result  of  who  God  says I am?  

 
3. God  calls me  His  light  and salt.  His Temple,  His  ho ly Prie st  an d 

the  aroma of Christ.  Do  I see m yself this way? (Rev  1:5-6) 
W hy? W hy not?  

 
 

LET US PREPARE  FOR CHAPTER 3: 
 

Ẍğo!ÿ ğM ARE IS WH AT WE  DOẍ BY READING 
JOHN 13:17 

 
 

Or visit WhatsApp,  Insta gram,  Facebook a nd Tikt ok to  view the 
introdu ctory vi deos 
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Isaiah  43:1 
 

But now, this is w hat t he 
LORD saysṽ he who 

creat ed you, Jacob,  he 
who formed you, Israel: 
ẌEɐ Ʌot  fear,  for I have 
rede em ed you;  I ha ve 

summoned you  by  
name;  you  are m ine.  
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BO OK 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapt er 3 
 
 
 

WHAT WE  ARE IS WH AT WE  DO  
 

Loving God  wi th Stre ng th 
Sp irit ual Disciplines  - Prayer and Fasting  

Sp irit ual Disciplines  - Study and  Meditation 
Sp irit ual Disciplines  - Confession  

Sp irit ual Disciplines  - Sim plicity a nd  Generosity 
Sp irit ual Disciplines  - Telling  

Sp irit ual Disciplines  - Celeb ration a nd Wors h ip 
Motives  Ṿ W hy do we  do w hat we do  

Habits an d  Customs Ṿ The imp act  of  consiste ncy  
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Day 17 
 
 
 

LOV ING GOD  WITH  OUR STRE NGTH 
 

Scripture Readi n g:  Mark 12 :29-30 , Joshua 14:6 -14 
 

Love t he Lord  your  God  with all yo u r h ea rt  a n d with  all yo u r soul 
a n d w it h  all your  mind  an d w it h  all your  stren g th  

 

Have  you  ever  asked you rself  w hy  God gave  us physical  bodies?  They 
are far  m ore  than  fle sh  and  bones;  th ey are  vessels through  which  we  
live, serve, and  expr ess our  love  for  Him.  W hen  Jesus said , Ẍ¬ɐʬǸ the 
Lord  your  God w ith  all  your  heart,  soul,  mind,  an d  str engt hṞẍ He 
remi nded  us tha t  love  for God  is not  just  about  em ot ions or 
th ought sṽit  in cludes  our  actio ns an d  what  we  do w ith  our  ph ysical 
energy.  
 

In  Joshua  14:6Ṿ14 Caleb  stands  as a living  examp le of this  truth.  At 
eighty -five,  he  told  Joshua,  Ẍu am  sti ll as st rong  today  as the  day Moses 
sen t  me  oʔʌṣẍ Those are  remarkable  wor ds fro m  an  eld erly  man  who 
had  endur ed decades of  wi lderness  wa nderi ng. Yet  h is strength 
w asnẏʌ on ly physicalṽit  came  from  a heart  that  ha d remai ned 
devoted  to  God  thr ough  every  season . Caleb  di dnẏt  waste  h is energy 
on  self -p ity  or co m fort; instead,  he channeled  it  in to  claiming  Godẏs 
p ro mise.  That  is what  it  me an s to  love God w ith  our  stre ngth:  to  use 
w hatever  energy w e have  for His glory.  
 

In  our  young er years, thi s mi ght  look  like  servi ng  tireles sly in  the 
ch ur ch, volunteer ing  for missio ns, or  simply  usi ng  our  en ergy  to 
ma ke a d iffe rence for Godẏɾ k ingdom.  As w e grow  olde r, it  might 
sho w  in  persist enc e, endurance,  me n tori ng  othe rs, and  show ing  up 
faithfully  even  when  the body  grows  w eaker. Paul  expressed  a simi lar 
idea  in  1 Corinthians  15:10 when  he said , Ẍu w or ke d har der  than  all  of 
th emṽyet  not  I, but  the gra ce of God  that  was  w ith  ɃǸṣẍ His  love  for 
God  energi zed  h is efforts.  He  wa sɅẏʌ dr iven  by p ride  or competit ion 
but  by g race. Grace d id  no t  m ake Paul  lazyṽit  m ad e him  active.  
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Loving  God  wi th  our  st rength  m eans allow ing  His  gr ace to  fuel  our 
lab our.  Whether  ȡʌẏɾ sing ing  in  the choir,  sweeping  the ch urch  floor, 
tea ch ing,  pr each ing,  or helping  those  in  need,  every  act  done  for 
Godẏɾ g lory b ecomes w orship.  
 

And this  does nẏʌ stop  at  chur ch  do ors. Loving  God  with  our  stre ngth 
exten ds to  everyd ay lifeṽhow  we treat  our  famil ies, the effo rt  w e put 
into  our  work,  how  we  resist  sin, and how  we  use  our  t ime  and  bo d ies. 
W hen  we  lift  a ha nd  to  help  a neig hbour,  when  we  push  thr oug h 
tiredne ss to  pr ay or serve, when  we  work  diligently,  we  are  saying  to 
God , Ẍu love  You  w ith  my  strengt hṣẍ Every b it  of energy  spen t  for  Him 
is never w asted.  As on e might  say, Ẍğhen  you spe nd  your  stre ngth 
on  GoǱẏɾ ʭɐrk, you w il l nev er run  out  of  Godẏɾ ɾʌɶen g tțẍṣ 

 
 

CONCLU SION  

Loving  God  w ith  our  st rength  is not  a suggestion;  it  is part  of  the 
greate st  commandme nt. Our  bod ies are  no t  given  for indu lgen ce or 
idlen ess but  for  active  devotio n . True  strength  is n ot  m easur ed  by 
mus cles or  vigour  but  by ho w  mu ch of it  we  g ive back  to  God. 
W hatev er our  stage  in  life, God  calls us to  ded icate  our  ab ili t ies to  His 
servic e. 
 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Ask yourself,  Ẍoɐʭ much  of my  energy  am  I using  for gɐǱṤẍ De cide 
on  one  th ing y ou wi ll  do physically t h is week  to honour t he Lord.  

A Prayer  - Ẍ¬ɐrd, help  me  to love  You  not  on ly with  my  heart  and  mi nd 
but  also with  all  my  st rength.  May  my  energy,  t ime,  and  ph ysical 
ab ilit ies b ring You glory.  Ame nṣẍ 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Col 1:29 Eccl 10:17, 12:1 
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Day 18 
 
 

SPIRITUAL  DISCIPL INES: PRAYER A ND FASTING  
 

Scripture Reading:  
 

Is t his  not the kind of f ast  I have chos eɅṺ to  share your  fo od 
with t he hun g ry?  - Isai ah 58:6 -9  

 

Jesus  often w it hdrew  to  lon ely pl a ces a nd  p ray ed. - Luke  5:16 
 

Over  the  next  few days, we  w ill  be  learnin g about  the value  of spirit ual 
dis cipline s. W ha t  are  they? They  are  simply  practi ces that  g row  us 
into  Christli keness  as w e do th em  consisten t ly. Toda y we  w il l 
me d itate  on  the anc ient  and  very  co mm on di scipline  of  p rayer and 
fasting.  
 

In  Genesis  4:26 we  see the fir st  m ention  of pe op le call ing  on  God  in 
p rayer. In  Ex 34:28  we  see the fi rst  fast  of  Moses  for  40  days as he 
rece ived  the commandments.  Jesus  also fasted  in  the same  way  at 
the  beg inn ing  of His min istry.  
 

Prayer  is simply  sin cere and  focused  communication  wi th  God. In  His 
p resence we  can  po ur  our hearts to  Him  an d listen  for His gu idance 
or instruction. Fasting  is a t ime  of  de nying  ourselves  of food,  w ater  or 
ot her bo d ily p leasur es in or der  to draw  closer t o God.  
 

You  can  pr ay w ithout  fast ing,  but  you cannot  fast effectively  w ith out 
p raying. Jesus  told  us t hat  some situatio ns can  on ly change  through 
p rayer and fasting. (Mk  9:28-29). 
 

Like the  dis ciples  in  Lk 11:1, m ost  of us have some  idea  of pr ayer 
depending  on  our  religious  up bring ing.  But  we  must  be w il ling  to 
learn  how  to  p ray and  w hat  to  p ray for as Jesus ta ught.  For  example, 
as a young  Christ ian  I learned  from  mature  dis cipl es h ow  to  pr ay with  
the  scr iptures.  I also lea rned  that  according  to  scripture,  I am  no t 
called  to  pray  for  the death  of enemies,  but  rather  for their 
repen tance. (Matt 5:44, Lk  6:27-28). 
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Our  p rayers sho u ld  not  just  be a shopping  list  of requests.  It  should 
com prise A -Ador atio n; C-Confession;  T-Thanksg iving  as w ell  as S-
Supplication  (A.C.T.S) 
 

Jesus had  some  regular  p laces and  times  whe re he oft en went  to 
p ray and  be alone  w ith  God . (Matt  14:23-24, Mk  1:35, Lk  5:16) It  is the 
same  for  fasting.  We  can  imitate  the LorǱẏɾ habit. Some  be lieve rs 
w ake up  to  p ray at  a regu lar  ho ur  w hen  there are less d istr action s. I 
kn ow  others who  have  a regu lar  day of the we ek/month  de voted  to 
p rayer and  fasting.  A qu iet  roo m  or your  ba lcony  or backyard  can 
become your  sanctuary. Find  what helps you co nnect w ith G od. 
 

W hen  w e p ray and  fast, it  is not  just  w hat  we  say but  w ho  we  are  that 
God  looks  at . If  we  harbor unf org iveness, God  wil l no t  answer  us. (Matt 
18:35) In  Isaiah 58, God  tel ls us th at  our  fasting  shou ld  p roduce  acts  of 
k in dness and  n ot  just  an outward  show  of ẌțʔɃȡlȡʌʳṣẍ I remem ber a 
sister  who  in spi red  me  w ith  her  fasting.  She  wou ld  alw ays pa ckage 
her  m eal for that  day and  g ive it to  the po or inste ad. 
 

Pray w ith  boldne ss, courage  and  w ithout  doubts.  (Mark  11:23-24). Be 
self -cont rol led , alert, wat chful and th ankful. Pray  continual ly. (1 Thess 
5:16-18, 1 Pet  4:7). Reme m ber  to  p ray for your  ch urch  and  na t ion,  for 
leaders h ip, mis sions, the  sick  and  the  need y. 
 

CONCLU SION  

May our  p rayers and  fasts  d raw  us closer  to  God  and  m ay He  answer 
all our p rayers this y ear  and  beyond. Am en.  
 
CALL TO ACTION  

Think of  two w ays that  you w ant  to  grow  in  the se tw o dis cipl ines this 
year. Choose  a p rayer  pa rtne r(s) that you  can w alk w ith.  

Develop  a p rayer list and  ask othe rs for t heir  prayer  needs. 
 

Decide  to  join  any  g roup  praye rs or fasts  being  organized  in  your 
ministry.  
 

FURTHER  READING:  2 Ch ron 6:19, Acts  4:23-31, Luke 2:36-3 
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Day 19 
 
 

THE D ISCIPLINE  OF STUDY AND  MEDITAT ION  
 

Scripture Reading: Jos h ua  1:8-9  

 

Th is Book of  t he Law  sh a ll not  de p art  from your  mou t h, but you 
sh a ll meditate  on it  d a y a n d nigh tṺ 

 

Tod ay w e w il l foc us on  another  important  di scipl ine  w hich  is studying 
and  m editat ing on God ẏs w or d . 

 

From  ʌɐǱǍʳẏɾ passage,  w e read about  JosțʔǍẏɾ enormous 
assignme nt. Lead ing  an  en tire  na t ion  in to the Promised  Land  after 
Moses was  no sm all  t ask. Yet, in  giving  h im  th is daunti ng 
responsibi li ty,  God  handed  h im  on e simple  but  pow erful  instru ctio n : 
Ẍ©ǸǸɳ My  W ord  close, m editate  on  it  const antly,  an d  obey ȡʌṣẍ That, 
God  p romised,  would  be the  secret  to  success, courage,  and  lasting 
str en g th. 

 

This  pri ncip le sti ll ho lds  t rue  for us today.  gɐǱẏɾ W ord  remains  the 
anchor  for  any one seeki ng  directio n , w isdom,  and  peace. I remember 
a time  when  life  felt  overwhelmin gṽ t here w ere  decisio ns to  be 
ma de, responsibilit ies p iling  up,  and  fears  quietly  whis p ering  in  my 
heart. I turned  to people  for ad vice and  leaned  heavi ly on my  ow n 
reasoning, but t he more I  did,  the less pe ace I found. 

 

One  qu iet  morning,  dur ing  my  devotio nal, I paused  long  enou gh  to 
tru ly m editate  on  the  passage  I had  read.  In  that  st illness, it  bec am e 
clear  that  God  wasnẏʌ asking  me  to  solve  everyt h ing  alo ne . He  was 
call ing  me  to  anchor  my  h eart  in  His Wor dṽto  study  it,  meditate  on 
it,  and let  it  shap e my  th ink ing  and  choices. That  realizat ion c hanged 
everyt h ing.  True  st rength  and  courage  do nẏʌ come  from  our  inner 
resolve; they  co me  from  allo w ing  Godẏɾ W ord  to  dwell  rich ly w ithin 
us. 
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Studying  Scripture  m ean s ta k ing  it  ser iously,  sitt in g  wi th  it,  reflecti ng, 
jour naling, and  lett ing  it  te ach  us. Meditat ion  then  takes  the W ord 
deeperṽit  m oves truth  fro m  the head  in to  the  heart.  W hen  we 
meditate,  the  W ord  becom es part  of us. Like  a tree  planted  by 
str eams of water, w e become  nourished, stab le and  fru itfu l. 
 

W hen  we  neglect  Scripture  and  fill  our  mi nds on ly with  the no ise of 
the  w orld,  we  grow  spirit ually w eak, anx ious,  and  easily  shak en. GoǱẏɾ 
W ord  is our lifel ine. We  ǱɐɅẏʌ need  long hours  or theol ogical tr aining 
to  beg in ; wh at  matters  m ost  is consiste ncy. Just  a few  honest 
minutes  each  da y, a verse refl ected  upon,  a tru th  carried  in  the he art, 
and  a qu iet  willingness  to  liste nṽcan  t ransform  our  en tire  out look . 
Over  time,  His  W ord  strengthe ns our  courage,  sha pes our  th in k ing, 
and anchors  us in  His presence.  

 

CONCLU SION  

The  Bible  is not  just  ano ther  bo ok. It  is life, light,  and  w isdom  for  our 
souls.  To become  peop le ro oted  in  His Word,  we  must  tr eat  it  as 
essential,  no t  optional.  Do you pri orit ize studying  an d  m editat ing  on 
Godẏɾ W ord  each  day? Is your  strength  flow ing  from  His truth  and  His 
p ro mises  or  fr om  your  own  effort? What p ractical  steps can  you ta ke 
to let Scripture  dwell mo re  de ep ly in y our  heart?  

 
CALL TO ACTION  

Make a commitment  thi s year to beg in  each  da y in calmness,  m aking 
roo m  for  GɐǱẏɾ voice  be fo re  the  noise  of  life  beg ins. Carry  a verse wi th 
you, repeating  it  until  it  sin ks into  your  he art.  Then  act  on  what  you 
readṽshow  kindness,  pat ien ce, and  faith  in  sm all , da ily m om en ts. 
Sur round  yourself  w ith  Scripture  and  let  it  shape  your  thoughts, 
w or ds, and choice s. 
 
ADDITIONAL READING: Psalm 1:1Ṿ3; Matthew 22: 37; Psalm 143:5 
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Day 20  
 
 

THE D ISCIPLINE  OF CONFESSION  
 
 

Scripture Reading:  1 John 1: 8Ṿ9 
 

If we conf ess o u r sins, He is faith ful and j ust  and w ill forgive us 
our  sins  a n d purify  us  f rom all unri g hteousness.  

 

W hen  I was  younger,  I oft en  wo ndered  why  con fession  was 
necessary. I thought.,  ẌuȒ God  alre ady kno w s ever ything,  why  should  I 
sti ll tell  Him  my  sinɾṤẍ Over  time,  I came  to  understand  that 
con fession  is not  abou t in forming  Godṽȡʌẏs abo ut ope n ing  ou r hearts, 
admitt ing  our  gu ilt, and allowi ng  tru th  to  break  th rough  the  walls we  
bui ld i nsid e. 
 

Conf ession, in  its  sim p lest  form,  is acknowledging  our  wr ongdoing; 
our  act ions, thoughts,  and  attitudes  that  fall  short  of  Godẏɾ standards. 
As followers  of  Christ,  we  are  called  into  a relation ship  with  a God  who 
is ho ly, spotless,  and  blameless.  He  calls us to  be ho ly as He  is ho ly (1 
Peter  1:16). To become  lik e H im, we must deal with t he sin  that sta ins 
our  hea rts . The  first  step  in  that  proce ss is con fessionṽbei ng  tru thful 
before  God  and  taking  responsibi lity  for w hat  ʭǸẏve do ne. God  is not 
loo k ing  for eloquent  excuse s; He  desires  honesty  from  the  depths  of 
our  being,  not m ere l ip service.  
 

W hen  w e con fess our  sins, some thing  remarkable  hap pens wi thin  us. 
The  burd en  lifts,  our  con scie nc e clear s, and  our  intima cy w ith  God  is 
resto red. Confession  frees  us fro m  sham e, fear,  an d  the  lies  that  sin 
w his pers. As Psalm  32:2Ṿ3 says, there is joy and  relief  when  we  stop 
h iding  an d  come  clean  be fore  God. Forgiveness  is no t  earned,  it  is 
g iven . Through  conf ession,  we  m ak e room  for  His  cleans ing  an d 
peace to fl ow into  our  heart s. 
 

So, to  wh om  should  we  confe ss? Scripture  is clear  that  we  fi rst 
con fess to  God (1 John  1:9; Psalm  32:5; Psalm  51:2Ṿ4; Daniel  9:4Ṿ5). He 
is the One  wh ose laws  wǸẏʬǸ broken  and wh ose grace we  need.  Yet, 
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the  Bible  also  tells  us to conf ess to  one another  (James  5:16). This  may 
in clude  those whom  ʭǸẏve wro nged or  trus ted  spi ri t ual com panio ns 
w ho  can he lp  us he al, reconcile,  and  stay  accou ntable.  Over  time,  I 
have  learnt  tha t  accoun tability  strengthens  th is d isciplin eṽit  he lps 
us rema in  ho nest  and  over co me  the m any  h ind rances that  try  to 
silen ce confession. 
 

But  ȺǸʌẏɾ be honest, m ost  of us doɅẏʌ find  it  easy to conf ess. Pride  is 
one of t he greate st  barriers. Sometimes  our  position,  age,  or  sense of 
sp irit uality  m ak e us feel too  Ẍǩȡȓẍ to  ad mit  failure. Have  you ever 
th ought,  Ẍæeop le look  up  to  me;  how  can  I ǪɐɅȒǸɾɾṤẍ Or  perhaps 
yoʔẏʬǸ struggled  w ith  fear  of be t rayal;  you  are worried  th at  your 
con fession  might  no t  remain  confid ential.  For  oth ers, ȡʌẏɾ the  love  of 
sin  itself  t hat  h inde rs conf ession.  We  minimi ze our  wrongs  by 
com paring  them  with  othe rs, saying,  Ẍ!ʌ least  m ine  isnẏʌ t hat  ǩǍǱṣẍ 
But  before  God , sin  is sin,  wheth er big  or sm all. Proverbs  28:13 
remi nds us, ẌğțɐǸʬǸɶ conceals their  sins  does  not  p rospe r, but  the 
one who  confesses and renounces them fi nds m ercʳṣẍ 

 

CONCLU SION  

Unconfessed  sins slowl y ero de  our  joy, peace,  an d relationship  w ith 
God . The  good  news  is that  confession  rest ores. W hen  w e spend  time 
in  gɐǱẏɾ pr esence  th rou gh  prayer,  wo rship,  fello w ship  and  reflection 
on  His Word ṽwe fi nd  the cour age to be hone st  before  Him. 
Conf ession  is not  a rit ual of  shame  but  a pat hw ay to becoming  w hole 
again.  

 

CALL TO ACTION  

Ask yourself what h inde rs you m ost when  it comes to t he practice  of 
this  d iscipl ine. Surr ender  th at  obsta cle to  God  in  prayer.  Have  a time 
of  co n fession a nd refreshing in y our  sm all group t hi s week.  

 
FURTHER  READING:  Psalm  28:13; Psalm  32:1Ṿ5; Luke  15:18Ṿ19; Psalm 
38:17Ṿ18 
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Day 21 
 
 

THE D ISCIPLINE  OF SIMPLICITY  AND  GENEROSITY 
 

Scripture Reading: Eccl esiastes 4 :6; 5:15, Luke  12:13Ṿ21, 32Ṿ34  

 
 

Everyone comes nak ed  from t heir mo tțǸɶậɾ w omb, a n d as 
everyone comes, so  t hey de pǍɶʌṺ 

 

Simplicity  is fi rst  a state  of mind  ṽ on e tha t  is free  fro m  complex ity 
and  clutter.  It  refl ects  a heart  that  has learnt  contentme n t, finding 
peace w ith  litt le so th at  what  is availa b le can  be sha red  freely  w ith 
ot hers. But w hy do we call simplicity a d iscip line? 
 

As w e oft en  say, nothing  good  comes  easy. Discipline  requ ires 
trai n ing,  sometimes  even  d iscom fort,  to  achieve  something 
w ort hw hile.  Accor d ing  to the  Merria m -W ebster Dic t ionary, dis cipline 
is ẌʌɶǍȡɅȡɅȓ that  co rrect s, m olds  or perfects  the  me n tal  facult ies or 
mo ral characte rṣẍ Cho osing  to  live  simply  is therefore  a sp irit ual 
jour ney that  shapes  us into  the likeness  of  Jesus, who  embodi ed 
simplicity H imself.  
 

Christ  left  the riches, splen do r, and  g lory  of  heaven  for the m odest  life 
of  this  earth,  so th at  throu gh  His po verty  we  mi ght  become  rich. (2 
Cor 8:9) He  delib erately  cho se to  live  simply  an  expres sion  of d ivine 
gen erosity that poured blessi ngs on  us all. 
 

In  Luke  12, we  read  of ¦Ǹɾʔɾẏ enc ounter  w ith  a man  who  wa n ted  h is 
sha re  of  an  inheritance.  In tere sting ly, the Lordẏɾ response  was  n ot 
abo ut  the  fairness of  the  request  but  about  the  de eper  desire  d riving 
it  ṽ the  hunger  for  mo re. He  then  told  a pa rable  of a man  on  the  path 
of  lu xury,  materialism,  and  self-in du lgen ce w ho ha d  d rifted  aw ay 
from  simplicity  and  w as no longer  conte n t  wi th  what  alr eady  met  his 
needs. Litt le did  he  know  that  he  w ou ld  en joy nothing  of  w hat  he  had 
laid  up f or himself.  
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Living  a simple  life  hel ps us focus  on  w hat  tru ly m atters  ṽ our  call ing, 
our  priorities,  an d  our  relationship  w ith  God.  W hen  w e embrace 
godline ss w ith  contentment,  as Paul  writes  in  1 Timot hy 6:6Ṿ10, we 
dis co ver that  it  is truly  Ẍȓreat  ȓǍȡɅṣẍ Havi ng  food  and  clothi ng  should 
be  enough,  he  remi nds us, for the  craving to  be rich  often  leads  to 
nee d less pain  an d  d ist ract ion . A simple  and  generous  life  also opens 
the  door  to  peace  and  reduces  the  ch aos that  comes  from  endle ss 
striving.  If  one  or two  cars me et  your  ȒǍɃȡȺʳẏɾ t ransportati on  needs, 
w hy  buy  a third?  If  a two- or  thr ee-be droom  home  pr ovid es ad equate 
space, why l ong f or mor e? 
 

Gen erosity  is the natural  fruit  of a life being  shaped  into  the  image  of 
Christ.  We  can  give  in  many  ways,  w ith  our  m oney, time,  atte n t ion, 
servic e, or  even  wor ds of enc ou ragement.  The  real  question  is: how 
are we,  as follo w ers  of Christ,  refle cting  His generosity  in  our  daily 
lives? How  does  it  show  in  our  ho me s, our  workplaces  and  our 
neighb orhoods?  

 

CONCLU SION  

Living  gene rously  is not  somet h ing  that  happens  by chance;  we  must 
delibe rately  m ake  that  ch oice  just  as Christ  d id.  It  do es no t  depe nd 
on  ou r wealth  bu t on  our  w illingne ss. W hether  w e have  mu ch or  litt le, 
w e can  dec ide to  live  simply  an d  give  freely. This inte n tio nal way  of 
life  mir rors the heart  of Jesus and  keeps  us rooted  in  wh at  tru ly 
count s. 
 
CALL TO ACTION  

Take  time  this  week  to  look  around  your  home.  Is there somet h ing 
you h ave in  exce ss or an  item y oʔẏʬǸ Ʌɐʌ ʔɾed  in  a long time? Give  at 
least  one  of  such  things  to someone  in  need . Let  your  simplicity  op en 
a door of ge nero sity.  

 
FURTHER  READING:  Eccl 4:6, 1 Tim 6: 17Ṿ19; Acts 9:36Ṿ41; Acts 10:1Ṿ4  
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Day 22  
 
 

SPIRITUAL  DISCIPL INE: TELLING  
 

Scripture Readi n g: Deu t eronomy  6:20Ṿ22, Mk  5:18-20  
 

ṟʭțǸɅ your son  asks y ou,  ẌWhat  is  the meaning of t he 
ɾʌȡɳʔȺǍʌȡɐɅɾṞ ǱǸǪɶǸǸɾ ǍɅǱ ȺǍʭɾṟẍ t ell him: ẌWe  were slaves  of 

Phara oh in Egyp tṟẍ 
 

The  story of God  has  alw ays been  pa ssed  down  th rou gh  ẌʌǸȺȺiɅȓṣẍ 
Paren ts  were  instructed  to  recount  to  their  chi ldr en  ho w  God 
deliver ed  Israel  from  Egypt.  This  act  of  telling  was  no t  only  for the 
ch ildr enẏɾ faith  but  also  for  the  pa rents  them selv es, remin d ing  them 
of  Godẏɾ Ƀȡȓțʌʳ hand. To  tell is to  rehear se, and  in  reh earsing, we  are 
transformed.  Every time  we  reco unt  GɐǱẏɾ wo rk, His  truth  takes 
deeper  root in  our  own hearts.  
 

Jesus conti nued  this  call  in  the  Great  Commission,  saying  in  Matthew 
28:18Ṿ20, Go and  m ake  di sciples  of  all  nat ionsṟteaching  the m to  obey 
everyt h ing  I have co m m anded  you.  Tell ing  is at  the  very  cen t re  of 
dis ciple -ma king.  W hen  we share Godẏs story  w ith  ot h ers, we  are  not 
mer ely passing  on  in formation  ṽ we  are procla iming  a reality  th at 
sha pes us as mu ch as those who  hear it.  
 

The  story  of the demon  possessed  m an in  Ma rk 5 il lustrates  th is 
beautiful ly. After  his  he aling,  he  w as told  by  Jesus, ẌGo hoɃǸṟ and tell 
how  mu ch  the  Lord  has  don e for yɐʔṣẍ His  testimo ny was  both  a 
declaration  to  ot hers and  a co n firmation of  his  own n ew iden tity.  
 

Simi larly,  in  John  4:7Ṿ30, the Sam aritan  woman  enc ountered  Jesus 
and  ran  to  her  town  saying,  Ẍ>ome,  see a m an  who  told  me 
everyt h ing  I ever di dṣẍ In  telling,  her  shame  was t ransf or m ed  into  bold 
wi tne ss. We  also see in  Ac ts  8:4  an d  11:19Ṿ20 ord ina ry be liev ers, 
scattered  by persecut ion, sharing  the go od  news whe rever  they 
w ent.  Their  ha rdsh ip  became  a p lat form  for te st imo ny, and  as they 
told t he story,  their  own  cour age and  faith  de epened.  
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Even  Paul  saw  tel ling  as a discipli ne that  shaped  h im.  In  1 Cor int h ians 
9:27, he  de scribes  how  he  dis cipl ines his  body so that, after  p reachi ng 
to  ot hers, he him self  w ould  no t  be disqualified.  For Paul,  shari ng  the 
gos pel demand ed  int egrity  and  self-control  ṽ it  kep t  h im 
accountable to live wh at  he  p roclaime d. 
 

So ho w  does tell ing  t ransform  us?  First,  it  reminds  us of Godẏs 
faithfulnes s. Every time  we  recount  His  story, we  relive  the reality  of 
His gr ace. Second, it  str engthe ns our f aith; wh at w e confess  w ith our 
mouths  reinforces  what  we  be lieve  in  our  hearts.  Th ird,  it  ke eps us 
humble  an d  dependent,  sin ce we  must  em bo dy  the me ssage  we 
dec lar e. 
 

Finally,  tell ing  turns  us out w ard.  It  push es us beyond  self-foc us and 
conne cts us  to  gɐǱẏɾ mi ssion  in  the world. When  w e sha re  what God 
has do ne in  our  lives,  we pa rticip ate  in  His  wo rk of renewal  and 
salvation,  im pacting t hose around us.  

 
 
CONCLU SION  

The sto ry of God w il l cont inue t h rou gh  et ernity, yet  He ha s en t rusted 
us to  carry  it  in  our  gen eratio n . In tel ling,  others hear  and  believe,  but 
w e too  are renew ed, tr ansform ed,  and  anc hor ed in  the go spel we 
p ro claim.  

 

CALL TO ACTION  

This  w eek, share your  story  with  a brother  or  sister  who  may  need 
str en g theni ng. Consider  mom en ts  wh ere God  ha s been  faithful  and 
let your  testimo ny enco urage t hem  in  their  faith.  

Sha re  the story of your  del iver anc e and  salvation  with  some one you 
kn ow  who  needs  Jesus. Let  your  testimo ny insp ire  and  challenge 
th em to  seek  Him.  

 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Ps 145:3-4, Acts  8:4, 11:19Ṿ20  
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Day 23  
 
 

THE D ISCIPLINE  OF CELEBRATION  AND W ORSHIP  
 

Scripture Reading: Psa lm 145:1Ṿ7 (NI V) 
 

I will exalt  you,  my God t he King;  I will praise your name  for ever 
and ever. E very d ay I will praise you  and  extol  your  name  for ever 

ǍɅǱ ǸʬǸɶṟ 
 

W orsh ip  is honoring,  revering,  and  rega rd ing  God  w ith  deep, 
extrav aga n t  respect.  It  is more than  a rit ual. Celeb ration  and  wo rship 
are vital  spirit ual d isciplines  that  nurture  our  relat ionsh ip  with  God. 
They  help  us recogni ze His  gr eat ness and  unending  goodness and 
th ey dr aw  us in to  a deeper  co nnection  wi th  Him.  Through  our 
w or sh ip,  people  around  us are  remi nded  of Godẏɾ faithfulness  and 
g lory.  
 

David  the psalmist  knew  God  in  an intimate  way  ṽ the  sheph erd  
tru ly kn ew  h is She pher d. How  abo ut  you?  Does  th is psalm  refle ct 
your  daily  worship ? In  our  mod ern  lives,  it  is easy to complain  about 
gover nm ent  ineffi ciency,  reckless  drivers,  ungrateful  relat ives, 
fin an cial  hardship,  illne ss, an d  more.  Yet, it  is far sweeter  and 
sp irit ually en rich ing  to  b less others  with  stories  of GoǱẏɾ goodn ess. 
Cele b rating  His  faithfulne ss, even  in  ordinary  circumsta nces, 
str en g thens our  hearts and  in spires  those around us.  
 

One  m ay ask, Ẍğțʳ is worship  and celeb ration  consider ed  a spirit ual 
ẌǱȡɾǪȡp liɅǸẍṤẍ The  truth  is that  too ofte n , w e are expressive  in  worship 
on ly when  we  exp erience  visible  an swers  to  p rayer, forgett ing  the 
uns een  victories  and ble ssings  we  take  for  gran t ed. It  takes  di scipl ine 
to  p raise God  in  ba d  ti m es as well  as in  go od . Perh aps w e should 
rem emb er whe re the  Lord  brought  us from  when  He  called  us in to 
His k ingdom,  making  us a royal  priesthood  and  granting  us the 
privileges  of sonship.  Th inking  of pe ople  around  us who  are less 
privileged  than we  are  wi ll also deep en our g ratit ude.  
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Job  remin ds us that  wors h ip  in  times  of h ardsh ip  trans cends 
circumstance s. It  stems  fro m  a heart  aligned  w ith  Godẏs w il l an d 
demonstrates  the  d iscipline  of trusting  Him,  even  when  life  is 
challe nging.  Likewise,  Paul  and  Silas  in  Ac ts  16:22Ṿ26 show  th at 
w orsh ip  can  lead  to  mir aculous  outc ome s. Genuine wor ship 
transforms  our circumst anc es and  in spires  those w ho  w itne ss it.  
 

Daily  wor sh ip  should  be  our  priority.  When  we  sta rt  t he day in 
gratit ude,  recogni zing  our  eter nal home  in  heaven , it  sets  the  tone  for 
a life  of celeb ration  and  rever ence. It  aligns  our  he arts  w ith  Godẏs 
pur po ses and remin ds us of  His constant presence  and  pr ovisi on. 
 
 

CONCLU SION  

Sp irit ual d iscipl ine  thro ugh  celebration  an d  wo rship  enriches  our 
faith  journey.  We  are called  to  honour  God  with  reverence,  celebr ate 
His gr eat ness, trust  Him  in  trials,  and  expr ess g rat it ude  co nsiste n tly. 
A lifestyle  cen tred  on  worship  transforms  our  hearts  an d  influe nces 
the  lives of  tho se around  us. Wh en we  cultivate  th is di scipl ine, we  w ill 
learn  to live  in co n t inual aw are ness of  GoǱẏɾ ȓɐɐǱness. 
 
 

CALL TO ACTION:  

Think  of one way  that  your  celebration  and  wor sh ip  of God  can 
transform  your  life  and  that  of tho se around  you in  2026.  How  can 
your  ge neration  co m me nd  gɐǱẏɾ wor ks to  ano ther, as Psalm  145:4 
suggests?  

 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Job 1:20-21, Psalm 95:6;  Luke  17:11Ṿ19 
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Day 24  
 
 

MOTIVES: WHY  DO WE DO  W HAT WE  DO?  
 

Scripture Reading: 1 Chro n icles 29:16-17 
 

I know, my  God,  that  You  t est the he a rt  and are  p lea sed  w ith 
in t egri tyṺ 

 

W ow ! Can  you  believe  ʭǸẏʬǸ m ade it  to  Day  24?  Over  the past  few 
days, we  ha ve focus ed on  doing;  that  is, t he  int ention al actions  or 
dis ciplines  like  p rayer, study,  genero sity,  and  con fession  that  help  us 
become who  we are meant to be in Christ.  
 

But  be fore  we  take  another  ste p , we  must  talk  ab out  the  engine 
beh ind  all  th at  effort:  our  m otives.  If the  heart  driving  our  actio ns is 
impure,  even  the most  righte ous act  is spoiled.  Today, we  face a 
sp irit ual emergency: ke eping our hearts  in  check.  
 

The  sp irit ual hab its  we  pract ice  are m ean t  to  ma ture  us in  faith.  Yet 
w e have  to be  real: ho w  can  we  guard  our  hearts  so that  these 
sp irit ual act ions do nẏʌ become  sour ces of  p rid e, competition,  or 
com parison?  Th ink  about  your  daily act ions. Are you  p raying  longer, 
studying  dee per, or  giving  m or e to  feel  superior  to som eone else? 
That is t he dan ger  Jesus w arned  us abo ut in  Matthew 6:1:  
 

Be careful not  t o practice your  rig h te ousness  in fro n t  of o t hers  
to be seen by  t hem. If you  do, you will have  no reward from your 

Father in heav en.  
 

This  is a tough  war n ing!  Seeking  human  appl ause  forf eits  GoǱẏɾ 
ble ssing.  Pride  is a silent  th ief,  subtly  distorti ng  even  our  best 
inte n tion s. 
 

I recently  reali zed  ho w  danger ous this  heart  issue  can  be. I no tic ed I 
w as stru gg ling  w ith  takin g  corre ctions,  tr aining,  an d  even  han d ling 
trials  because  I approached  everythi ng  defensivel y. I ǪɐʔȺǱɅẏʌ accept 
the  co unsel of the  w ise. W hat  was  the  root  cause?  Pride.  Pride 
became  the  filter  t h rough  which  I inte rp reted  everyt h ing  ṽ it  only 
allo w ed  w hat  made  me  comf ort able,  twi sting  w rong  into  right  in  my 
eyes. That  is te rrifyin g! Pride  slows  spiritual  growth;  it  resists 
cons isten cy in  righte ousness, humi lity,  an d  m eekness.  

 
 
 
 

POWER SERIES #15 72 THE ART OF BECOMING



 
As human  be ing s, w e are excel len t  at  deceiving  ourselves.  We  th ink 
w e are acting for God,  but  often w hen we  go  deeper, we  see that it  is 
mo re for  comfort,  validat ion , or applause.  That  is why  the ultimate 
judge must be God,  w ho  alone sees the  real ity of ou r he art s. 
 

As Proverbs 16:2 reminds us: All a  perso nẏɾ ʭǍʳɾ ɾǸǸɃ ɳʔɶǸ to  
them, but  m o t ives  are w eighed by  t he Lord.  

 
The  go od  ne w s is t hat  breakthroughs  are po ssible.  On ce I took  time 
to  tr ace an d confront  the  root  of  my  heart  issues, I was  set  free. 
Sud den ly, corrections  made  sense, rebuk es felt  like love, and  ad vice 
became  po ols  of w isdom . I could  hear  and  app reciate  the voices  of 
close  friends th at  had  once seem ed  muffled.  That  is wh at  happ ens 
w hen  our  m otives  are realigned.  
 
So, what  m ot ives does God  b less? He  b lesses the  pure  m otive  ṽ the 
one that  seeks His approval alone and  focus es on  becoming  the 
Christ -like  person He w ants  us to  be. 
 
CONCLU SION  

We  must  keep fighting  the go od  fight  to  gua rd  our  hearts,  our 
attitudes,  and our  wo rds. It  is when  our  hearts  are ful ly surre nd ered 
th at  wh at  we  do is truly  b lessed, and  our  spirit ual d iscipl ine  be ars 
fru it. 
 
CALL TO ACTION  
Leʌẏɾ p ray t he ẌSearchẍ p rayer  toget her an d  ask  God  to  remove  every 
tra ce of prid e, de fen siveness, or  com pari son  from  our  hearts  as we  do 
w hat we d o: 
 
 

ẪSearch me, O God, and know  my  he a rt ; t est  me  a n d know  my 
a n xious  t hou g hts. See if  there is  a n y of fe nsive w ay  in  me and 

lead me in t he  way  ǸʬǸɶȺǍɾʌȡɅȓṾẫ (Psalm  139:23ẙ24 ) 
 
 
FURTHER  READING: 1 Cor 4:5  
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Day 25  
 
 

OUR  HABITS  AND  CUSTOMS Ṿ THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BEING  CONSISTENT IN WH AT WE DO  

 

Luke 4 :16Ṿ17a; Jeremiah 35  
 

...on the Sabbath day  He w ent  in t o t he synagogue as  was His 
cus tɐɃṺ 

 
Habits  an d  cust om s shape  who  we  are, wheth er for  be tter  or worse. 
For  most  people ,consist ency  in  any  daily  practic e can  be ch alleng ing, 
yet  it  is essential.  In  learn ing  about  the different  spirit ual d iscipl ines, 
w e are  remi nded  that  becoming  requires  act ion , not  just  kno wl edge. 
 
We  m ay know  what  is right,  but  w ith out  consist ent  appl icatio n , our 
growth  stalls. 
In  Luke  4:16Ṿ17, w e see that  Jesus was  accusto m ed  to  going  to  the 
temple  and  reading  the  scroll.  His regul arity  in  worship  and 
engageme nt  with  Scrip ture  mo dels the  po w er of routine.  Similarly, 
the  Rekabites  in  Jeremiah  35 are  examples  of steadf ast  co nsist ency 
across ge nerations.  They faithfully  adhered  to  their  an cest or 
¦ɐɅǍǱǍǩẏɾ ins t ructions  even  when  m any  arou nd them  had  turn ed 
away  fro m  God. Their  comm itment  reminds  us that  consistency  in 
godly  living  br ings  d ivine  recognition,  ho nou r, and  b lessing. It  b ui lds 
in ner  stre ngth,  credibility,  t rust  and  a reputati on  th at  others can 
vouch  for. 
 

It  is by consistently  p racticing  the spir itual  disciplines  ṽ p rayer, 
fasting,  study  of the  Wo rd,  and  so on  ṽt hat  last ing  transformation 
ta kes p lace. These discip lines  are not  me re rout ines; they  shape  our 
hearts  to  reflect  Christ  and  to  bear  the  fru it  of t he Spirit  such  as love, 
joy, peace,  and patie nce. 
 

I rem emb er undergoing  surgery  a few  years ago, after  whi ch  my 
mus cles became  we ak and  needed  co n tinual  exercise  to  regain  
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str en g th  and  balance. I n it ially, I to ok the exercises for gr an ted since  I 
could walk,  but I d id nẏʌ ɶegain  the  agility an d strength  I desir ed . Only 
w hen  I became  co nsist ent  by cycling  six times  a week  d id  I notice 
significant  improv ement.  This  pe rsonal  exp erience remi nds  me  that 
knowledge  alone  b rings  some  benefit,  but  true  b lessing  co m es 
through  persiste n t ap p lication.  We  build  our  repu tat ion  and  id entity 
through  the hab its  we  cu lt ivate.  Just  as God  co mm end ed  the 
Rekabites  for ho ld ing  to  their  fami ly t radi t ions and  Cornelius  for  h is 
gen erosity  and  praye rs, He  wi ll ho nour  the  con sistent  p ract ice of 
godline ss in our lives.  

 
 

CONCLU SION  

The  call  to  consistency  is u ltimately  a call  to  disciple ship  ṽ to  becom e 
a doer  rat her  than  a mere  hearer  of GoǱẏɾ in struct ion s. What  w il l t he 
constant pra cti ce of spiri tual  discipli nes p roduce  in  your life?  

W hat  are  you kno w n for?  W h ich ha bits  need  to  become  cust om ary 
in y our personal l ife, fami ly, or community?  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Focus on  one  spirit ual d iscipl ine, commit  to  pract icing  it  regul arly, 
and pr ay for  the  gr ace to make  it a  habit th at defi nes you. 
Pray, ẌLord,  help  me  to  turn  my  knowledge  into  act ion,  my  inte n ti ons 
into  habits,  and my  hab its into  a co nsistent  walk  with  You. May my 
life  refle ct  the d iscipl ine, faith,  and  devotion  that  ho nour  Your  name. 
Ame n. 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Job 1:5 (Job) Acts  10:1-2 (Corn el ius)  
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A DAY OF REFLECTION 
AND  PREPA RATION  

 

Questions for  reflection from Chapter  3 

 
1. W hat resonated  w ith  me  the  m ost  fr om this Chap ter? (Jn 13:17) 
 
2. How  can  gɐǱẏɾ w ord  dwell  in  me  m ore  rich ly? How  can  my  daily 

w alk w ith God  get  Deeper and  st ronger? ( Col 3:16) 
3. Do  I have  an y struggles  or issues that  I need  to  op en  up  ab out  and 

get  help?  Is anyt h ing  holding  me  ba ck from  doing  so? (2 Cor  6:11-13) 
4. Is there  an y ẌǸʲǪess ba ggǍȓǸẍ t ha t  I shou ld  get  rid  of - wheth er 

phy sical,  em ot iona l or  even  m en tal,  so I can  live  simpler  th is year? 
How  can  I be  ge nerous in  my  situation? (Lk  12:27-34)  

5. W hat is my story?  Who is  one person  I can  tell it to?  (2 k ings  7:9) 
6. How  can  I ha ve an attitude  of  gr atit ude  no m att er what?  (1 Thess 

5:16) 
7. W ha t  is one  godly  habit  I wan t  to  be  know n for  wi th out  being  p roud 

or  seeking praise.  

 
 

LET US PREPARE  FOR CHAPTER 4 : Ẍ¶!ÿĆéu¸g IN CHRI Sÿẍ BY 
READING  EPH  4:13-15 

 
 

Or visit WhatsApp,  Insta gram,  Facebook a nd Tikt ok to  view the 
introdu ctory vi deos 
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A PRAYER  
 
 

Just for  to day, help  m e God  to 
remember that  my life is a gift, that 

my health is a blessi ng, that th is new 
day is f illed  w ith  great potential and 

that I have  the capacity to bring 
something wholly new and  unique 

and  good into th is world.  

 
 

Just for  to day, help  m e God  to 
remember to be kind  and patient 

w ith the  people who  love me  and to 
those who w ork w ith  m e. 

 

Teach  me to see all t he beauty that I 
so often  ignore and to listen  to the 

longing  of my own soul.  
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Chapt er 4 
MATURING IN  CHRI ST 

On  to  Matur ity  Ṿ The Call to Gr ow  
Denying Your self  Ṿ Jesusẏ sta nd ard  of  Discipleship  

Understanding Gr ace an d Truth  - The  Balance 
Permissible not B eneficial  Ṿ Giving up y our  rights for  the sake  

of  somǸɐɅǸẏɾ faith 
Attaining Go d ly Wis dom  

Stand ing A lone Ṿ Holding  to y our  convictio ns 
True Gr eat ness Ṿ Humility  

Learn ing f rom  Fai lure  
Lett ing Go  Ṿ Forgiven ess 

Forged in  the  Wilderness  Ṿ Godẏs tr ain ing in t ough t imes  
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Day 26  
 
 

LET US GO ON  TO MATURITY:  
 

RENEWING  OUR DESIRE TO LEARN AND GROW  
 

Scripture Readi n g: Hebrews 6:1-3, Matthew 5:6  
 

Th ere fore, l et  us  move b eyond t he el eme n t ary  t eac h in gs a b out 
Christ  and be t aken f orw ard  t o ɃǍʌʔɶȡʌʳṺ!n d  God permitting  w e 

will do so.  
 

Like an  appr entice  learn ing  a craft,  follo w ers of Chr ist  are  called  to keep 
grow ing.  Real  spiritual  growth  look s like  a chȡȺǱẏɾ ph ysical growth:  an 
incr easing  appetite  signals  life. W hen  our  appetite  for gɐǱẏɾ 
righteousness  d ims,  we  stop  developing.  We  become  ste ad y but 
immature.  
 

Hebr ew s 6:1Ṿ3 w arns a community  stu ck on  basics, un able  to  m ove 
from  spiritual  mi lk  to  solid  food. The  com m and  Ẍgo on  to  m atur iʌʳẍ is 
both  correction  an d  ho pe ṽ a ch allenge  to  leave  found ati ons beh ind 
and  p ress forward  in to  deep er under standing  and  pra cti ce. Maturity 
me ans w holeness  in  Ch rist  and depends on  Godẏɾ enabl ing,  so our 
ef fort  alw ays lives alongside  gɐǱẏɾ gr ace. 
 

Matthew  5:6 b lesses tho se who  Ẍhunger  and  th irst  for righte ousnǸɾɾṣẍ 
That  language  point s to  an  inte nse, life-sustaini ng  long ing,  not a casual 
inter est. When  hung er for  righte ousness burns  in  the  heart,  it  d rives  a 
dis ciple  from  intr odu ctory  knowledge  to  active,  cour ageous 
dis ciples h ip . 
 

These  tw o passages  he lp  us to  see a clear  formation  pat h . First,  we 
must  cu lt ivate  an  inner  hunger  for  right eous ness an d  then  we  must 
pur sue  structur ed  gro w th  that  m oves  us beyond the  basics. This  is not 
just  ab out  learni ng  more  inf orm at ion;  it  is abo ut  being  rema de so th at 
dis ciples h ip  shapes our  thin k ing,  ch aracter, and  actio n . Christ  is the 
Bread  of Life  and  the  Living  W ater  who  satisfi es th at  hunger  and 
powers  our  growth.  
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Watch  a chi ld:  when  appetite  stops,  we  act  quickly.  In  the same  way, 
if  our  sp irit ual appetite  falters,  we  must  respond  wi th  the  same 
urgen cy ṽ pr ayer, holy  pr actic es, te ach ing,  m entor sh ip,  an d  pa tient 
dependence  on  God. The Spirit  invites  us to  a lif e-ste adyi ng  cycle: 
desire  aw ake ned, faithful w alking, con tinuous  renew al. 
 

Read  Hebrews  6:1Ṿ3 and  Matthew  5:6 again  slow ly. Notice  the shift 
th ese passages  ma ke from  basic comfort  to  ins ati able  pursuit.  Ask God 
to  ch ange  passive  belief  in to  active,  hungry  devotion  that  produces 
fru it, resists  false te aching,  and  p resses toward  th e ho pe of 
resurr ectio n . 
 
 

CONCLU SION  

Hunger  for  right eous ness is the  eng ine  for  our  spiri tual  tran sform at ion. 
To grow  an d m ature,  we  must  h ave  both  desire  and  d isciplined 
form ation.  We  need  to  depe nd  fully  on  GoǱẏɾ grace  w hile  p racticing 
ste ad y spirit ual hab its.  
 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Ask yours elf t hese re-orienting questio ns: 
1. W hat  tru ly st irs my  heart  when  I pray  or  read  Scrip ture?  Is it  comf ort, 

duty, or a fierce hunger for Go dẏɾ ɶȡȓțʌǸɐʔsnes s? 
 

2. W ha t  on e sm all, consiste n t  p ractice  wou ld  awa ken  or deep en  my 
appetite for God? ( daily Scripture,  silence, servi ce, conf ession  etc .) 

 

3. If God  enlarged  my  hunger  for righteou sness, w hat  differ en t  choices 
w ou ld  I sta rt m aking this  w eek?  

 

Write  down  your  ans w ers. Share  these with  an  accounta b ility  partn er 
or  w ith  your small group  membe rs. 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Luk e 8:15 
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Day 27  
 
 

DENY YOUR SELF Ṿ W E MUST T AKE UP OUR CROSS DAILY  
 

Scripture Reading: John  12:23-26, Luke 9:23 
 

An yone w ho loves  t heir li fe w ill lose it, w hile an yone w ho  hates 
their life in t his w orld w ill ke ep it  for e t ern a l li fe 

 
uɅ ʌɐǱǍʳẏɾ w orld,  the  p revailing  attitude  is alw ays ẌğțǍʌẏɾ in it  for ɃǸṤẍṣ 
Even  in  church,  people  m ak e decisions  based  on  what  w ill  benefit 
th em  m ost. In  the thir d  quarter  of 2025, the  body  of d isciples  meeting 
in  a hall  in  Ogba,  a subu rb  of Lagos, had a challe nge  getting  fu nds to 
sett le rapidly  increasing  ren ts. Membe rs were  g iven  the  op tion  of 
joining  one  of  the  three  nearby  assemblies.  Decisions  and  com p lain ts 
of  many  members  compel led  a sister  to  ask an obvious  que st ion:  ẏAre 
w e only in  ch urch  wh en it does not cost us mu ch  in te rms  of time  and 
resour cǸɾṤ Ẏẏ 

Most  times,  dying  to  self  seems  easier  in  theory  than  in  practi ce. The 
tw o scriptures  to day compel d iscipl es of Christ to a  daily commitment 
of  self-denial  and  sacrifi ce, echo ing  the m ystery  that  to  t ru ly live,  w e 
must first d ie to self.  
 

Here,  Jesus reveals  the  pa radox  tha t  loving  oneẏs life  in  th is world 
u lt imately  leads to  losing  it,  but  hati ng  oneẏɾ life  here,  denyi ng  selfish 
desire s, secur es et ern al life  (John  12:25). This  "death"  is no t  physical 
death  but  the  daily spirit ual dis cipli n e of  lett ing  go  of  selfish  ambitions, 
p ride,  and ease to embrace G od 's greater purpose.  

Taking  up  the  cross  is a vivid  met aphor  for  the  daily bur den s, sacrifi ces, 
and  suf ferings  tha t  come  with  follo wi ng  Christ. It  calls for da ily 
read in ess to  face har dsh ip, persecut ion , and  the surrender of personal 
desire s. This  is no t  ab out  asceticism  or merely  g iving  up  co m fo rts  in 
ord er  to  ẌǸarnẍ salvation,  but  about  a t ransfor m ed  life  t hat  pla ces 
Chɶȡɾʌẏɾ w ill  above  all  else. De nying  on eself  is a decisive  refu sal of 
w orldly  attac hm ents.  It  is an  on going  daily choice  to  "put  to  death" 
anyt h ing  that  separates us fro m  GoǱẏɾ pa th. Jesus Himself  em bo d ied  
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this  p rinciple  fro m  h is bi rth  to  the cross. He  empt ied  Himself  of d ivine 
privilege,  lived  humbly,  and  em braced  sufferi ng as the pa thway  to 
redem ption.  His  journey  to the  cross was  a journey  of selfless  love  and 
obed ience to  the  Fatherẏs wi ll. Jesʔɾẏ life  showed  the ultimate  wisdom 
of  sacrifice  in  a world  that  celeb rates  power  and  self -in tere st. 
Denying  self  tr ansforms  our  character and  p riorit ies. Pride  g ives w ay to 
humi lity,  a de sire  for  control  yields  to  trust  in  God,  an d  entit lement  is 
repla ced  by gratit ude.  We  exp erience the n ew  life  in  Chris tṽ a life of 
fruitfulness,  purpose, and  ete rnal rew ard . The seed  that  falls to the 
ground  and  d ies ends  up  multiplying  and  p roducing  mu ch  fruit  for 
Godẏɾ k ingdom.  
 

Jesus assures  us that  those w ho  serve Him  faithfully  w ill be  hono red  by 
the  Fathe r. We  are never  alone  in  this  ba tt le. Our  crosses,  thou gh 
heavy, are pat hw ays to g race  and pe ace. 
 

Disciples h ip  is a lifelong  jour ney of coop eration  w ith  GoǱẏɾ Spir it, w ho 
em powers  us to  live beyo nd  selfishne ss. Following  Jesus me ans 
sacrificing  time,  resources,  reputation,  and  som et imes  co m fo rt. It 
me ans servi ng out of love rather than  for  rew ard  and  rema ining  faithful 
in trials.  

 

CONCLU SION  

The  invitation  to  den y on eself  and  ta ke up  onǸẏɾ cross daily  is the  heart 
of  authentic  d isciple ship.  It  demand s on going  repe n tance,  humility, 
and sur rend er. This  is how  we  find  abunda n t  life  in  Chr ist. Just  as the 
kerne l of whe at  must  fall  an d  d ie to p rodu ce m uc h  fruit,  so too must 
w e em brace the mystery  of dying to  self to live ful lʳ ȡɅ gɐǱẏɾ kingdom. 
Each da y b rings  fresh  opp ortunities  to  choose  Christ  over  self, to  bear 
challe nges  wi th grace,  and to  follow  faithful ly the O ne w ho  carried  the 
Cross for  us all. In d oing so, w e pa rti cipate in  the  d ivine parad ox: dying 
wi th C h rist to  gain eternal li fe, bearing H is cross to  share in  His glory.  
 

CALL TO ACTION:  Ask the  Lord  for renew ed  strength  today  to  carry 
your cross and f ollow H im.  

FURTHER  READING:  Rom an s 12:1 
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Day 28  
 
 

Ẍgé!>M AND  ÿéĆÿoẍ Ṿ 
BEING  BA LANCED  AS A CHRISTIAN 

 
Scripture Reading:  John  1:14 

 

ẪğǸ țǍʬǸ ɾǸǸɅ oȡɾ glory, the glory  of  the one a nd  only SɐɅṺ full of 
grace and t rut h.  

 

One of the  mo st  beautiful descriptions of Jesus is that He  came  ẌȒʔll of 
gra ce an d  trut hṣẍ Grace without  truth  can  bec ome  em pty  toler ance; 
truth w ithout  grace  can become  harsh  judgm ent.  But  Jesus held  bo th 
in  pe rfect  harm ony ṽ He  lov ed  sin ners w ithout  ap proving  of sin , and 
He spo ke t he tru th w ith out losing c om passion. 
 

As His  followers,  we  are cal led  to  walk  in  that  sam e ba lance. To live a 
tru ly Christl ike  li fe, we  must  allow  the Holy  Spirit  to  shap e our  he arts so 
th at our wo rds, att it ude s, and  actio ns begin  to mir ror  ¦Ǹɾʔɾẏṣ 
 

Balance  isnẏʌ about  perfe ction  ṽ ȡʌẏɾ abo ut  being  Spir it -led,  gr oun ded 
in  truth,  and overflowing  with  gra ce. Many  of  us naturall y lean  one way: 
some  of us em pha size t ru th  so strong ly tha t  we  forget  grace,  while 
ot hers show gra ce so freely th at th ey neg lect  truth.  
 

I can  relate ṽ as a young  Christia n , I leaned he avily toward  truth. I  w as 
quick  to  judge  and  slow  to extend  gr ace. But  as uẏve m atured  in  faith, 
uẏʬǸ learned  to  ho ld  bo th  togeth er ṽ to  stand  firm  in  truth  while 
showing  compa ssion.  Spirit ual maturity  is fou nd  where  gr ace and 
truth  m eet,  where  we  love people  enough  to  tell  them  the truth  and 
love truth  enough to sp eak  it gently.  
 

In  John  8, when  the w om an  caught  in  adultery  w as b rou ght  to  Jesus, 
He  said,  Ẍ¸ǸȡʌțǸɶ do I condemn  yoʔṞẍ showing  gr ace, but  then  add ed, 
Ẍgɐ no w  and  leave  your  life  of sinṞẍ ɶǸʬǸǍȺȡɅȓ trut h . Jesus d id nẏʌ ǸʲǪʔɾǸ 
her  sin,  but  He  d id nẏʌ crush  her  wi th  co ndemn at ion  eith er. Grace 
resto res; tru th  tr ansform s. Grace  w elcom es people  in;  tru th  leads  them  
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forward.  W hen  we  allow  the Holy  Spirit  to  w ork wi thin  us, our 
responses  begin  to  reflect  th at  same  balance ṽ m erciful  yet  fi rm, 
gentle  yet  hone st, com passiona te  yet  un comp romising.  As Paul  w rote, 
Ẍñɳeak  the truth  in  loʬǸṣẍ (Eph esians 4:15) That  is how  Chr ist  is formed 
in us  and  how we  can d emonstrate  the  heart of Jesus to a lost world.  
 

Becoming  more  balanc ed  an d  Christl ike  is a life long  journey  ṽ one 
th at deepens as we gr ow in bo th  gra ce and trut h . 
 

Here are  two ways  to  nu rture t ha t growth:  
 

Keep  Your Eyes  on  Jes u s:(Hebr ew s 12:2) True  ba lance  isnẏt  ach ieved 
by  w il lpower  but  by closeness to  Christ.  Practice:  Spend  time  daily  in 
p rayer, wor sh ip,  and  refl ection.  The  m ore you look  at  Jesus, the m ore 
you become like  Him.  
 

Walk  in  the  Spiri t : (Galat ians 5:25) The  Holy  Spirit  gives  us wisdom  to 
kn ow  w hen  to  be  gentle  and  w hen  to  be  firm.  Beg in  each day wi th  this 
p rayerṝ ẌHoly Sp irit, g ui de my wor ds, reactions,  and  cho ices today .ẍ 
 
 

CONCLU SION/PRAYER  

Lord  Jesus, th ank  You  for  being  the  perfect  exam ple  of grace  and tru th. 
Teach  m e to  w alk  as You walke d , to  love  deeply,  to speak tru thful ly, and 
to  live  humbly.  Help  me  to  be  gentle  w ithout  being  w eak, firm  w ith out 
being  harsh, and  lovi ng without  com promi se. Fill  me  w ith  Your  Spirit 
so that  my  wo rds and  act ions refle ct  Your  heart  ṽ full  of me rcy, yet 
faithful  to  Your  W or d . Make  me  balanced  in  my  faith,  stead fast  in  truth, 
and  overflo wi ng  wi th  gr ace. May  Your  Spirit  gu ide  me  daily  and  make 
me m ore  like  You every day. Am en  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION:  

Ide n tify y our  w eakne ss in  the  area of ba lancing gr ace and truth.  Invite 
God  and trusted believe rs to correct and  shape yo u. 
 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Ma t thew 11:29, Ma rk 10:20-21, James 1:19 
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Day 29  
 
 

PERMISSIBLE BUT  NOT BE NEFICIAL: 
TRADING  MY FREEDOM  FOR ñÃ¶MÃ¸Mẏñ fAITH. 

 
Scripture Reading: 1 Cori n t hi ans 10:2 3-24  

 

You  say,  und er grace t h ere are no rules  a n d wǸậɶǸ ȒɶǸǸ to  do 
a n yt hing  w e pl ea se? N ot  exactly.  Because not  everything 

promotes g ro wt h in o t h ers. Your  slogan, ẪʭǸậɶǸ ǍȺȺɐʭǸǱ t o do 
a n yt hing  w e ch ooseṹẫ may  be true  ẙ b u t  not  eve rything  causes t he 

sp irit ual adv an ce m ent  of others. (the Passion  Translatio n ) 
 

The  freedom  we  have  in  Jesus  Chr ist  as His followers  is a precious  gift. 
This  freedom  calls  us  away fro m  legal ism  to  a relation sh ip  rooted  in 
gra ce and  love  of God  the Father. But  even  w ith  th at, we  are saddled 
wi th  responsibil ity,  and  we must  be gu ided  by the living  word  of God . 
Our f reedom  must p rom ote righte ousness a nd peace. 
 

In  dres sing,  appearanc e, speech, food  consu m ption,  actio ns an d 
beh aviors, certain  things  might  be w idely  allowed  an d  accept ed, but 
the  qu estion  for a follo w er  of  Jesus is, Ẏuɾ it  w ise, productive  or  spiritually 
fruiʌȒʔȺṤẍ Even  if  a lifes tyle, att it ude  or conduct  is Ẍɳermis sȡǩȺǸẍ or 
soc ial ly accept ed, it  may  sti ll be harmful  if  it  leads to  de stru ct ive 
beh avior or enslaveme nt  to sin.  
 

Beneficial a cti ons on  the ot her  hand , lead to hol iness and  love, and  do 
not  cause ha rm . If a hab it  or choice  restr icts  the ability  to  love  God 
w holeh eartedly  or serve  God  and  othe rs faithfu lly, t hen  it  is not 
p ro fitable.  
 

W hat  is the  effect  of  your  person al character  on o thers? You  may  have 
the  right  to  do  somet hi ng,  but  do es it  cause  anot her  person  to 
stumble?  If  so, w isely  reconsi der  that  acti on  out  of  reveren ce for  Christ. 
The  goal  is for us to  bui ld  othe rs up  in  love  (Rom. 12:10). In  Luke  17:1-2, 
Jesus wa rns that  ẌɾʌʔɃǩling  blo cȶɾẍ w ill  inevita b ly co m e, Ẍǩʔʌ woe  to 
the  on e th rough  whom  th ey co m eṣẍ Jeɾʔɾẏ word  against  the one  w ho 
causes  othe rs to  stumble  is str on g. ẌSo watch  yourselve sẍ (Luke  17:3). 
He  is our  perfe ct  exam p le of laying  down  His  rights.  ẌThis  is why  the 
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Fat her  lov es m e, because I  freely lay  down  my  life.  An d  so, I am  free to 
ta ke it up aȓǍȡɅẍ (John 10:17-18). 
 

Apo stle  Paul  underst ood  what  it  m ean t  to  ma ke a mi dcourse 
correctio n, and  h is passi on  to  see peop le reconciled  to  God  gave  h im 
the  wi ll ingness  to  ap proach  each  sit uat ion  in  a case-specific  manner. 
Becoming  all  thi ngs  to  all  people  (1 Cor.9:22), Paul  relin q u ished  h is 
rights  and  gave  h imself  completely  to  the pur poses of Christ.  His 
adm onition  in  Col 3:17 is a guide f or us, 
 

W hatev er you  do, (no m atter  w hat  it  is) in  w ord  or  deed , do everyt h ing 
in  the na m e of the  Lord Jesus  (and  in  de pendence  on  Him),  g iving 
th an ks to  God  the Fathe r through  Him . (Am pl ified  Versio n ). 
 
 

CONCLU SION  

An  impo rtant  m ark  of sp irit ual maturity  as a Christian  is w hen  you are 
ab le to  volunt ari ly give  up  some  rights  or freed om  for the  benefit  of 
ot hers. Actions  tha t  p riorit ize Godẏɾ glory  and  benefit  t he spirit ual 
health  of others are  be neficial.  On  the  other  hand , actio ns that  lead  to  
phy sical,  em ot iona l or  spiritual  bo ndage  undermi ne ge nuine  freed om 
and  must  be avoide d. Habits  that  do min ate  thoughts,  finances  or 
health  can  become  idols, d ispla cing  God. We  are  cal led  to  not  use  our 
freedo m  as an  excuse  for  sin  or  to indu lge  in  selfish  de sires, but  inste ad 
to serve God  and ot hers wi th  love  and humi li ty.  
 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Dr ive, eat,  d rink, d ress, act , reacʌṟ do  eve rything  wi th  the free dom  God 
g ives through  Christ Jes us, and  in  a way t hat benefits othe rs. 
 
 

FURTHER  READING:  1 Corint h ians 9:19-23; Rom ans  6:15-23. 
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Day 30  
 
 

ATTAINING  GODL Y WISDOM  
 

Scripture Readi n g: Jam es 3:13Ṿ17; 1 Timothy  6:20Ṿ21 
 
Ṻt he w isdom t hat  com es from he a ven is  first  of all pure; t hen 
peace -loving, consi d erat e, submissive, full of mercy  and g ood 

frui t , imp a rt ial a nd sin cere.  

 
W hen  I think  of  w isdom  in relat ion to God, my  mi nd  immediately  go es 
to  King Solomo n. (1 Kin gs  3) When  God  offered  h im  w hat  w as 
essential ly a bla nk checkṽanyt h ing  he  desire dṽSolom on chose to  ask 
for w isdom  rather  than  long  life,  wealth,  or victory over h is ene mies. 
Because of  this choice, God  no t o n ly gr anted  h im  exceptio nal w isdom 
but  also blessed  him  wi th  all  the  other  th ings  he  did  not  ask  for.  This 
tel ls me  tha t seeki ng  to attain  go d ly w isdom is  both  noble an d  deeply 
ple asing to  God. 
 
Many people  like  to  dis p lay wi sdom  th rough  eloqu ent  speech  or  clever 
w or ds. Yet, James  3:13Ṿ17 te ach es som ething  very d iffer en t. It  remi nds 
us that  w isdom,  fro m  GoǱẏɾ pe rspective,  is no t  show n by what  we  say 
but  by how  we  live. True  w isdom  is eviden t  in  a li fe ma rked  by  purity, 
peace, gen t leness, subm ission , mer cy, impart iality, an d  sincerity.  

 
This  understanding  from  the Scriptures  challenges  me  to  pause  and 
refle ct: If others  were  to describe  me,  would  they  use  the  above 
attributes?  W ould  my  life, w hen  observed  from  a d ista nce or  di scuss ed 
in my  abse nce, bear the  marks  of  godly w isdom?  

 
W hat  about  you?  What  do you think  wou ld  be  said  about  you in 
relation to  th ese attributes  of  godly  wi sdom?  In  1 Timothy  6:20Ṿ21, Paul 
w arns believers  to  avoid  godle ss chatter  and  id eas that  co n tr adict  the 
truth  of  GoǱẏs W ord . This  tells us th at  godly  wi sdom  can not  coexist  wi th 
w orldly t h in k ing or emp ty argume nts. 
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So, as follo w ers of Jesus Christ,  what  part  do we  need  to  play  in 
attaining go d ly wisdom?  

 
Firstly,  we  ne ed  to  und erstand  what  it  isṽand  what  it  is not.  Godly 
wi sdo m  is humble,  peac e-loving,  and  rooted  in  tr u th, no t  in  p ride  or 
self -g lory.  Then  we  sho ul d  seek it  above  all  other  b lessings.  Like 
Solom on, we  shou ld  value  wi sdom  more t han w ealth  or  status.  Finally, 
w e need to  do  our  best to  let our  w isdom  be seen  mo re in how  we live 
th an  in  what  we say.  A w ise life  spea ks lou der  th an wise  wor ds. 
We  must  conti nually  ask ourselv es: Ẍğh ich  speaks louder  to  tho se in 
my circle of  influence  ṽ the  thi ngs  I say or the  way  u ȺȡʬǸṤẍ 

 
CONCLU SION:  
As we  con t inue  to  learn  and  w alk  with  God,  attai n ing His  w isdom  leads 
us to  gr ow  and  m ature  in  Christ  ṽ t he centr al theme  of th is ch apter. 
To m ature  in  Christ sim ply m eans  becomi ng  m ore  like  Jesus in  the 
w ay we t h in k, speak,  and a ct. 
 
Seeking  godly  w isdom  is a lifelong  journey.  As we  let  Godẏɾ Word  and 
Sp irit  tr ansform  our  hearts,  gu ide  our  choices,  an d  influence  our 
actio ns, we  not  on ly gain  m ore  understand ing  but  also refle ct  His 
ch aracter  m ore  ful ly. In  doing  so, we  show  th at  we  are t ru ly grow ing 
and  m aturing in Him.  

 
CALL TO ACTION:  
Take  a mom ent  to  specif ically p ray to God for His w isdom  to  gui de  your 
th oughts,  speech,  and  actions  so tha t  un derstanding  of h im  wi ll be 
evid ent in  your life.  

 
As you  navigate  your  day, wee k, and  be yond, pau se regu larly  to  pray 
for Godẏs gu ida nc e so that  His w isdom  can continual ly be refle cted 
in  all  you thi nk, say and do. 
 
FURTHER  READING: Proverbs 4:5Ṿ7, Psalm  111:10  
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Day 31 
 
 

STANDING A LONE: 
THE STRENGTH  OF PERSONAL CONVICTION.  

 
Scriptu re Readi n g: 1 Kin gs  18:22-24 , 36-39, Mat t 26:55 -56, 

2 Tim 4:1 6-18 

 
 
Th en Elijah said t o tțǸɃṹ Ẫu ǍɃ ʌțǸ ɐɅȺʳ ɐɅǸ ɐȒ ʌh e Lordậs p rophets 

lef t , but  Baal h a s four h und red and f ifty  p roph ets .ẫ 
 
 
As we journey th rou gh  our  Christian  li fe we will  expe rience  mome nts 
w hen  we must  stand  alone  be cause  w e ch oose to stand  for  what  is 
true.  These are  moments  when  our  characte r is tested,  and  our  faith 
ch allenge d . As disciples,  when  we cho ose to stand alone in  obe d ience 
to the  word  of  God,  it  is a demonst ration  of  a pow erful  and  unwavering  
fait h. The  Bible  is reple te with  stories of peop le who  stood  alone for 
righ teous ness and  in  do ing so  stood  w ith  God.  
 
1 Kings  18:22Ṿ24, 36Ṿ39 te lls us about  how  Proph et  Elijah  stood  alo ne 
agai nst  450  prophets  of  Baal at  a t ime  that  Israel  had  tu rned  away f rom 
God . Elija h w as con fide nt  that  thou gh he was physically  alone , God  was 
there  w ith  him.  W he n you  are  in  the midst  o f fam ily an d  f rien ds who 
te ach false  doctrine,  do you  speak  up  or feel  in t imida ted  by their 
number?  Your  pe rsonal convict ion  w hi le sta ndi ng  alone  can  lead  them 
to God.  
 
Matth ew  26:55-56 also  tel ls us how  the d isciples  of Jesus  dese rted  him 
and  fled . The  same  peopl e who  walked  wi th  h im  an d  wi tne ssed  the 
various  mi racles  he per for med.  Im ag ine  your  clo se f rien ds deserting 
you  on  some  truth  you  bel ieved  in  an d  sto od  for? The feeling  of be ing 
alo ne can  be scary but  the  conviction  that  God  is w ith  you  restores 
hope and  co n fiden ce. Jesus stood  alone so that  we wou ld  never  have 
to be alone. W hen  other s abandon  you  or mi sund erstand  your  
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obe d ience to God  keep  walki ng  in  your  calling  as your  obedience  w il l 
bear eternal f rui t . 
 
In 2 Tim 4:16-18, rather than a feel ing of reje ction  or ho pelessness, Paul 
held  on  to God  and ack nowl edged  His supp ort  and  strengt h . His focus 
w as on  p roclaiming  the me ssage  that  w as en tru sted  to him.  What  is 
your  focus  when  it  seem s like everyone  has left  you? W hen  we agree 
to meet  in  our  small  g roups  to share our  faith  and  no  one  shows up, do 
you  also  w ithd raw  for  fear  of being  alone? Pau lẏs convict ion  d id  no t 
come  f rom  sup port  f rom  ot hers or a gospel  that  was popula r, h is 
conviction came f rom a deep  rel ationship w ith  Chris t . 
 
As an  un derg radua te several years ago, a f riend  on ce offe red  to help 
me  secu re a bed  spa ce wher e I was not  entitled  to on e an d  was ready 
to do  all  the  pape rw ork whic h  I knew  was false even  th ough everybo dy 
w as do ing i t . I had  to refuse h is offer, choosing  to  sta y some where else 
in  sp ite of  the incon veni ence.  My  f riend  was ini t ially  offended  by th is, 
but he la ter came to respe ct my  convictio ns. 
 
CONC LUSION:  

Stand ing  alone  is dif ficu lt  w ithou t persona l conviction . It  requ ires living 
by tru th  even  at  a cos t . It  sometimes  dem ands  that  you  sta nd  when  it 
is easier  to sit , speak  w hen  silence  is safer, an d act  when  it  is m ore 
con venie nt  to  be indif feren t , it  is a sh ow  of cou rage  led  by the Spi rit 
t h rou gh ob edie nce to the  word  of  God . Elijah,  Jesus, and  Paul  were not 
st rong al one but s tr ong  wi th God.  

 
CALL TO ACTION:  

W hen  you  feel  outnum bered  remember  Eli jah , when  you  are 
th reatened  and  tem pted  to turn  back, reme m ber  Jesus, and  when you 
feel  de serted,  remem ber Pau l. Their  stories are pr oof  that  we can  ma ke 
the  d if ference w ith our personal convictions when we sta nd alo n e. 
 
FURTHER READING:  Josh 1:9, 
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Day 32  
 
 

BECO MI NG TRULY GREAT 
 

Scripture  Reading:  Matthew 23: 1-12; Isaiah  66 :2 
Ṻt he g reatest  amo n g you  w ill be your ser vant.  

W hen we  thin k of  greatness, most  of us  imag ine  succe ss in  its lo ude st 
form  ṽ wealth,  fam e, po w er, or influen ce. We  picture  people  who 
feature  on  televisi on  int erviews,  stan d  on  the pulpit  to  p reach,  h it  t he 
big  screens  as sup er stars; lead  orga n izatio ns as CEOs or occupy 
impo rta n t  pol it ical offi ces. From  our  early  years, the world  te aches us 
to  m easure  gr eat ness by visibil ity  an d  status:  the  h igher  you rise, the 
greater  you are. But  as I read  the Bible,  I enco unt er a striking  revers al. 
God 's id ea of  greatn ess does not  climb  upward;  it  bends  dow nward.  In 
fact, w ith  God , the  w ay up  is dow n. Jesus  turn ed  human  logic  upside 
down  w hen  He  told  His dis ciples,  ẌThe  great est  am ong  you  wi ll  be  your 
serv an t . For those who  exalt  t hems elves  w ill  be h umbled,  and  those 
w ho  humble  themselves  w il l be exalted."  (Matthew  23:1 1-12). In  that 
state m ent, He redefi ned  w hat  it  me ans to  be great  in  God's  Kingdom. 
True  greatne ss is not  found  in  lording  over  oth ers, but  in  servi ng  them. 
It  is no t  about  how  many  people  honour  us, but  about  how  many  we 
quiet ly lift up.  

 
A perfe ct  exam p le of th is can  be seen  in  the  life  of Jesus Himself.  The 
Son of God  ṽ t he  Crea tor  of heaven  and  earth  ṽ kn elt  to  wash  the 
dusty  feet  of His dis cipl es. No  crow n, no th rone, no ap p lause  ṽ just  a 
towel, water, an d  humility. Th at is gr eatn ess in  God's  sight.  

 
I onc e read  a sim p le story  that  fu rth er il lustrates  this  beautifully.  A 
ch ur ch  janitor , w ho ha d  wor ked  behind  th e scene s for  decades,pa ssed 
away.  At h is fu neral, the  chur ch  was  packe d . Peop le stood  and  shared 
stories  ṽ how  he prayed  for them  wh en no on e else knew  they were 
strugg ling,  ho w  h e fixed  bro ken  chairs,  stay ed late  to  clean  after 
servic es, and  left  small  no tes  of  encouragem ent.  He never  stood  on  the 
pulpit,  but  thr ough  h is quiet  servic e, countless  lives were  touc hed. 
Someo ne said , "He  may  never  have p reached  a serm on,  but  his  life  w as 
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one."  That  man  may  have seem ed ord ina ry in  human  eyes, but  in 
heave n 's record, he was t ru ly gr eat.  
 
 
 
Isaiah  66:2 reminds  us that Go dẏɾ favour  is with  those who  are humb le 
and  contrite  in  spirit.  God  is no t  impr essed  by the  things  tha t  impr ess 
us. His gaze  is drawn,  not  to  prestige  or str ength,  but  to  the he art th at 
bows l ow  before Him and  is in awe of His  W ord. 
 
This  is where  maturity  beg ins. In  earl ier  stag es of faith,  w e m ay be 
d riven  by exciteme n t  ṽ by doing  things  for  God, serving,  achieving 
and  learni ng. But  as we  mature,  our  focus shifts  from  do ing  to  being 
imitat ing  Chr ist's  n ature  of humility,  patien ce, and  quiet  str ength. 
Matur ity is  when  we n o lon ger serve  to  be  seen, but we serve  because 
love com pels us.  

 
James  cap tur es it  perfect ly: "Humble  your selv es in  the  sight  of the 
Lord,  and  he shall  lift  you up" (James  4:10). The  lifting,  the recognit ion , 
the  fru it  ṽ all  come  in  God's  time,  no t  our s. The  t ruly  mature  bel iever 
no longer  gr asps for posit ion  but  trusts God  to  exalt  w hen  and  how  He 
chooses.  

 

CONCLU SION  

To be co me  tru ly gr eat  is to  let  go  of the world's  ladd er and  emb race 
Christ's  tow el; to  t rade am b it ion  for  service,  pride  for  surr ende r, 
app lause  for obedience.  Great ness in  God 's Kingdom  is not  about 
being  above others;  it's  ab out  ho lding  th em  up  in  love.  This  is the 
great ness tha t  reveals  a life  stea d ily  m atur ing  into  the  likeness  of 
Christ.  

 

CALL TO ACTION 
Serve  someo ne today. 
 

FURTHER  READING: Psalm 2 5:9, 1 Pet 5:6  
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Day 33  
 
 

LEARNING  FROM FAILURE: A PATH  TO MATURITY  
 

Scripture Reading: Pro verbs 2 4 :16 2 Corinthia n s 7:8 -11 
 

For  though a  righteous  p erson falls  seven t imes, t hey  rise agai nṺṾ 
Proverbs 24:16  

 

Failure  is an  inevit able  pa rt  of life,  an d  it  is a universal  human 
expe rience.  We  all  face setbacks,  d isappointme nts, and  failures  at 
some  po int.  As we  na vigate  the com p lex it ies of li fe, we  often  wonder 
w hy  God  allows us  to  m ake mistakes,  to fail, and to  falter  som et imes.  
 

During  seasons of ẌfǍȡȺʔɶǸẍ it  is helpful  to  keep  in  mind  that  maturity 
and  growth oft en come thr ough  the experience of adver sity.  Failure is 
oft en  a catalyst  to w ards developing  resilien ce, cha racte r, and  maturity. 
In  add it ion , our  mistak es serve as oppor t unities  for learning  an d 
impr ovem ent . We  can become  better  versio ns of ourselves.  Fai lure  can 
help  us recognize  our  limitat ions  and  thus  drive  us deeper  in  our 
dependence  on  God  w hich  in  turn  fosters  a closer  relat ionship  with 
Him.  
 

In  order to  learn  and  m ature  th rough  the  pa in  of failure,  we  must 
acknow ledge  our  mistakes  and  accept  responsibi lity.  Be humble  to  
reco gni ze your  ro le in  the  failure  and  take respon sibility  for your 
actio ns. If there  is sin  involved,  turn  to  God  in  repent ance an d con fess 
your  sins, seeking  forgiv eness  and  resto ration.  Paul  co mme nded  the 
Corint h ian  disciples  be cause  even  thou gh  they  had  failed  in  certain 
are as, they were  now  eager  to  m ak e th ings  righ t . Always learn  fro m 
your mista kes. Reflect on  w hat went w ron g a nd  how you c an  imp rove 
in  the  future.  And reme m ber,  do  not  go -it -alone , in stea d , seek  support 
and  gui dance  by  surro un ding  your self  wi th  sup port ive peop le. Seeking 
gui danc e from  God  and  t rusted  mentors  is an imp orta n t  lifel ine  during 
diffi cu lt times.  
 

It  is very impo rta n t  to  avoid  the common  p itfal ls tha t  ch aracterize a 
w ro ng  response to  failure.  De n ial  and  blam e-shif t ing  lead  to  a refu sal 
to  acknow ledge  your  role in  the failure.  Blaming  others only  t raps you  

 
 
 

POWER SERIES #15 93 THE ART OF BECOMING



 
in  stagn ation  and  gui lt  w h ich , if  left  un checke d,can  lead  to  despair  and 
ho pelessness.  This  negative  cycle wi ll  conti nue  to  spiral  downward  into 
emotio na l tur m oil  and  spirit ual darkness.  W hen  we  realize  tha t  we 
have sinned  or fallen  short, the  sad  account  of Judas in  Matthew  27:3-
5 is a remi nder  to  steer  clear  of such  wr ong  resp on ses. Instead,  we 
sho uld  engage  in  healthy  self-refle ction  in  ord er to  b reak the  cycle of 
repe ated  failures  and  p rolo nged  stagnation (Prove rbs 26:11). 
 

The  next  time  you realize  that  yoʔẏʬǸ m essed  up  - own  up  to  it  -and 
see it  as an  opp ortun ity  to  foster  humi lity,  develop  resilience, 
str en g then  your  wea knesses, g row  in  godly  char acter  and  co pe with 
future  challenges.  It  is impo rta n t  to  also  reme m ber  that  you  are  not 
the  only  one  who  st ru gg les. Your  exp erie nce can  help  you  show 
com passion an d  un derstanding  so that  you  can  empathize  w ith  othe rs 
w ho  face simi lar struggles (2  Cor inthians  1:3-4). 
 
 

CONCLU SION:  

Failure  is no t  the  end ; it's  a stepp ingst one  to  gr ow th,  maturity,  and  a 
deeper relatio nship  wi th  God . By responding  to  fai lure  in  a healthy  w ay, 
w e can  lea rn  from  our  m istakes,  deepen  our  spiri tual  sensitivity,  and 
mature  in  our  faith.  As Proverbs 24:16 remin ds us, "though  the 
righteous  fall  seven  tim es, they rise again ." May  we  approa ch  failure 
wi th  humility,  seeking  God 's gu idance  an d  wi sdom  to  learn  from  our 
mista kes and emerge  st ronger.  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION:  

Conf ess your  failings to  God . Pray  daily for His help  to ov ercome.  
Speak w ith  a go d ly frien d ; share  your  cha llenges and confess  any 
w eakn ess or sins  that  you  ne ed  to  overcom e. Ask him /h er  to  hold  you 
accountable  and  pray  for  you  as God helps you  to  w ork through  these.  

 

FURTHER  READING:  Prov 26:11, Acts  3:19, 
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Day 34  
 
 

LEARNING  TO LET GO 
 

Scripture Reading: Gen esis  45:4 -5 
 

Th en Jos eph said t o his brothers, ẪCome cl ose t o ɃǸṾẫ Ṻ Ẫ!nd  
now, do  not  be distressed  an d  do not  be angry  w ith  yourselves  for 

sel l in g  me here,  be cau se it  was  to  save lives th a t  God sent  me 
ahead of yɐʔṺẫ 

 

This scripture is a powerful remin der of what it m eans to ge n uin ely 
forgive. If we look deep er into this story, we will see that it was 
pointing us to t he red emption story of our Lord Jesus C hrist; the 
story of forgive ness and GoǱẏɾ ɳɐʭǸɶ ʌɐ ʌʔɶɅ ʔɅȒɐrtunate 
circumstances to fit into His will a nd pur poses. 
 

Just  like  Joseph,  in  Gen  37:5-7, who  was  sha ring  the  good  news  of h is 
d reams  to  h is brothers,  Jesus  too,  in  Luke  4:18-19 came  to  declare  the 
good  ne w s to  h is people.  In  both  instances, their  message  was 
re jected. Joseɳțẏɾ b rot hers questio ned  h is drea m  in  Gen  37:8 ẎHis 
b ro th ers sa id to  him,  ẪEɐ you  intend to  reign over us?  It was  the same 
w ay the people  questio ned  Jeɾʔɾẏɾ claim  and  au thority  in  Luke  4:2 2, 
Ẫuɾnậʌ ʌh is Josep hậɾ ɾɐɅṿẫ they asked .ẏẏ 
 

Ult imately,  they  w ere  rej ected  and  done away  wi th  by  their  ow n peop le 
Jo h n  1:11 Ẏ He  came  to  tha t  which  was  h is ow n, but  h is own  d id  not 
receive  h im .ậậ Josepțẏɾ brothers  sold  h im  with  the inte n tion  tha t  it 
w ou ld  lead  to  his  dea th a fter init ially  thr owi ng  him  in to  a cist ern  to  die 
Gen  37:19-28.  Jesus  w as sold  for thirty  piec es of  silver  and handed  over 
by  h is ow n people  to  the  Roma ns to  be cru cified  Ac t s 2:22-24.  
 

The  m yste ry behi nd  the  story  of  Joseph  was  revealed  in  Jesus. In  Gen 
45:5 b  Joseph affirm ed to  his  brother s, Ẍṟ do not  be distres seǱṟ becau se 
it was  to save lives that God  sent me  ahead  of  you.ậẏ 
 

Jeɾʔɾẏ suf fering  and  cruci fixion  also  led  to  our  salvat ion  Acts  2:36. It  w as 
to save us, t hat Jesus suf fered  and died.  
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W hen Joseph came fact -to -face with his brothers, it all made sense. 
All the hurts, betrayal, years of trauma, separation from his beloved 
father and the years of his youth, lost to slavery away from his people 
hurt deeply. Yet Joseph came to the realisation that those dreams he 
țǍǱ ʭɐʔȺǱ ɅǸʬǸɶ țǍʬǸ ǩǸǸɅ ȒʔȺȒȡȺȺǸǱ ȡȒ țǸ țǍǱɅẏʌ ȓɐɅǸ ʌțɶɐʔȓț ʌțɐɾǸ 
ordeals. And in that moment, Joseph saw beyond himself and saw 
what God had achieved through all the pains and hurt. It made 
ȒɐɶȓȡʬȡɅȓ ǍɅǱ ȺǸʌʌȡɅȓ ȓɐ ʌțǸ ɶȡȓțʌ ǪțɐȡǪǸṣ u ǱɐɅẏʌ ʌțȡɅȶ ȡʌ ʭǍɾ ǸǍɾʳ Ȓɐɶ 
him, but he made the right choice.  
 

In  Luke  23: 34 w hen  Jesus was on  the  cross  staring  down  on  th ose who 
had  bet rayed  him,  He  said,  ẪfǍʌțǸɶṹ forg ive the m , for  they do  not  know 
w ha t th ey are dɐȡɅȓṾậậ 
 

I t oo have  experienced hurt  and  pain s. IẏʬǸ țǍǱ to m ak e a ch oice  to let 
go.  With  p rayers, ta lking  about  my  hurts  and  the  help  of  the  Ho ly spirit, 
God  gave  me  peac e. 
 
 

CONCLU SION:  

Imitat ing  the  heart  of  Jesus in fo rg iving  th ose w ho  have w ronged  us is 
a crucial  m ark  of spiritual  maturity.  Forgiving  is never  easy, and  God 
knows.  Yet  consider  w hat  go od  can  God  b ring  out  of the  hurt.  Let  the 
assuran ce that  God  b lesses forg iveness str eng the n  your  resolve  to  let 
go.  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION:  

W hat  hurt  are you  still  holding  on  to? Talk  about  it.  Pray for  the  Sɳȡɶȡʌẏɾ 
help to do  w hat  Jesus w ould  have  you do. 
 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Mark 11:25, Eph  4:32, Col 3:13 
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Day 35  
 
 

FORGED IN THE  WILDER NESS 
 

Scripture Reading: L uke 4: 1-15 

¦ǸɾʔɾṺ w as  led by the Sp irit  in t o t he w il d ern ess where  for forty 
days he w as tǸɃɳʌǸǱṺ 

 
In  reading  the accounts  of Jeɾʔɾẏ tempt at ion, I have  often  wondered 
w hy  the Bible  expr essly says that  it  is the Spirit  t hat  led  Jesus in to  the 
wi lder ne ss. Why was  that? What  was  gɐǱẏɾ pur pose for s ending Jesus 
th ere?  

 
The w ilderness is a d ry, empty,  desert  Ṿlike  land  wi th nothing b right  or 
invit ing  abo ut  it.  Can  you  relate  to  a time  when  your  wa lk  w ith  God 
seemed  like  a barren  land?  You  were  going  thr ough  the m otions  of 
dis ciples h ip  quite  alright,  but  the joy of  salvat ion ha d  ceased.  Ma ybe 
this is  what y ou are expe rien cing right now. Ta ke heart!  

 
You  may  be  w restl ing  w it h God over  the  w ay He  has chosen to  answ er 
(or  not  answer)  som eth in g  you have been  p raying  about.  Or  you m ay 
be  strugg ling  to  accept  GoǱẏɾ dire ction  in  an  imp orta n t  area of your 
life. You  m ay have  exp erien ced  situatio ns that  have  m ade you  pull 
back an d  question  thi ngs  abo ut  yours elf  or your  relationship  with 
ot hers, about Go d , His church  or y our  faith  in g eneral. Again,  it may be 
a time  that  you see yourself  trying  to  avoid  fac ing  fears or  pain ful 
expe riences  tha t  the Spirit  is sayin g you need  to  deal  wi th  in  order  to 
get  help  and  heal ing.  Men  and w omen  of  old  wen t  thr ough  such  t imes 
as we ll. Bec ause we  are all  d iffe ren t  as GoǱẏɾ chi ld ren , the  expe rience 
of  this  ẌǱɶʳ parched  ȺǍɅǱẍ will  be d iff eren t  for each  of us. One  brother 
descr ibed  it  t hus, Ẍğțen I lost  my  job,  I lost  my  joy.  I felt  God  was  not 
showing  up for  m e as I expected . Bu t thi s eventual ly became  a defining 
mom en t  for my  faith.  Before  then , I wou ld  say I knew  ab out  God. But 
it  w as in  tha t  desert  of lack  that  I came  to know  Godṣẍ At  some  po int 
w e all  ha ve faced  or w ill  face defining  m om ents  for our  faith  Ṿ a time  
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w hen  we  are at  a crossr oad  w ith  only  two op tio ns - either  to pu ll aw ay 
from God  or to  d raw clo ser to  Him.  

 
Think  about  Jesus  in  the  w ildernes s. There  was  no  food, no w ate r, no 
fello w sh ip,  no mir acles  to  per form  and  n o crowds  to  praise  Him  Ṿ in 
sho rt,  t here was  n ot h ing  encour aging.  He  stru gg led  between 
co ns idering  ñǍʌǍɅẏɾ ju icy offer  or relying  sti ll on  the God who  seemed 
to ha ve left h im d esolate  in a  lonely and  dangero us p lace. Jesus chose 
Godẏɾ wil l and  we can  learn  from  our  Lor dẏs examp le. The  wi lder ness is 
Godẏɾ m aturing  classro om.  The  lesson  we  learn  there is the lesson  of 
total  surrender.  We learn  to  p ray l ike  Jesus Ẍ¬ord,  not  my  wi ll  but  yours 
be  do nǸẍ and  to  let  go  of our  depen dence on  the  enco uragement  of 
speedily  answered  pr ayers, the  pr esence of  awe some  frien ds or  the 
security  of gre at  accom plishme nts. Instead,  God  is invit ing  us to  take 
our  relation ship  with  Him to a de eper level.  

 
 

CONCLU SION  
The  wi lderness  is a pha se that  we  must  pass  throu gh if  we  are  to 
become  mature  and  fini sh  the  race m arked  for  us. Though  w e may  not 
feeȺ gɐǱẏɾ loving p resenc e in t ho se seasons, He is  at work  in  us an d  for 
us. Let  us be  dete rm ined  to  learn  the lesson  of surrender  that  th is 
experience is  m eant to t each  us. 
 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Take  time t oday to pr ay a prayer of personal sur render  to  God . 
 
 

FURTHER  READING: Ps 42, Matt 26:39  
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A DAY OF REFLECTION 
AND  PREPA RATION  

 
Questions for  reflection from Chapter  4  

 
1) W hat resonated  w ith  me  the  m ost  fr om this cha p ter?  

 
2) How  has my  spirit ual appetite  bee n? (1 Pet  2:2) In  general, am  I more 

or  less hungry f or God? If ne cessary, how c an I im prove  th is? 

3) W here  do I need  to be m ore ba lanced w ith  gr ace and  truth or with 
w hat I p refer and  w hat is  of benefit to  those arou nd m e? (Eccl 7:18) 

4) W ha t  w ill  it  t ake  for me  to follow  Jesʔɾẏ for mula  fo r being  wise  and 
being gre at. (Prov  3:7) 

5) In  what  areas do  I sti ll ne ed  to  deny  m yself?  Wh ere do  I need  to  take 
a stand on  my  conviction  even  if  no one else agr ees with  me?  

6) W ha t did  I lea rn  from t hat re cent failure /setb ack?  

7) Is there  anyone  I have  a grudge  or feel b itter  tow ards? What  w ill  I 
do  about it?(Heb  12:15) 

 
 
 

LET US PREPARE  FOR CHAPTER ᶳṝ Ẍ=M>ÃMING  WH AT GOD 
WANTS  US TO =Mẍ BY READING I SAIAH 64:8  

 
Or visit WhatsApp,  Insta gram,  Facebook a nd Tikt ok to  view the 

introdu ctory vi d eos  
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1 Cor 13:11-12 
 

 

When I was a child, I ta lked 
like  a child, I  t houg ht like a 

child, I  reasoned like  a child. 
W hen I beca m e a m an , I 

put the ways of childh ood 
be h ind  me. For no w, w e 

see only a  reflecti on as in a 
mirr or; th en we shall see 

face  to fac e. Now  I know in 
part; t hen I shall kn ow f u lly, 
even as I am ful ly kn ow n . 
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Chapt er 5 
BECOMING W HAT GOD W ANTS US TO BE  

Molda b le and Bendable 
Refined  as Gold  
Purp ose Driven  

Alw ays in G odẏs Presence 
Godẏɾ Art w ork  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POWER SERIES #15 101 THE ART OF BECOMING



 

Day 36  
 
 

MOLDAB LE AND BENDABLE  
 

Scripture Reading: Jer emiah 18: 1-5 
 

Th is is t he w ord t hat came t o Jeremi a h from t he LORD: ẪGo down 
to t he  p ott Ǹɶậɾ țɐʔɾǸṹ Ǎnd t here I  w ill g ive  yo u , m y message .ẫ So, I 

went  down t o  the  p ott erậɾ țɐʔɾǸṹ ǍɅǱ u saw  him w orking  at the 
wheel. But the p ot  he w a s shapi n g  from t he cl ay w as  marred in 
h is h a n d s; so, t he pot t er formed it  into  a n other  p ot , shaping  it  as 

seemed b est  t o him.  
 

Have  you ever  seen  a po t ter  or craftsper son  at  wo rk? I ha ve, and  ȡʌẏɾ a 
fascinat ing  an d  in t rig u ing  pr ocess firstly  bec ause  of the  sk il lful 
mov eme nt  of the po tt eɶẏɾ hands  and  seco ndly  because  of my  interest 
in t he obj ect t hat is gradual ly ta k ing shap e. 
 

Charles Sta n ley  wrote  that  we  are either  in  the  p ro cess of resisting 
Godẏɾ truth  or in  the  process  of being shaped  an d  m olded  by it .3 His 
w or ds hold  tw o pow erful  t ruths . The  first  is that  God is constantly  act ive 
in  our  lives, gradually  shap ing  us, like  the  masterful  potte r. This  is 
rei n forced  in  Isaiah  64:8, Ẫ!ɅǱ yet,  O LORD,  you  a re  our  fa ther.  We 
are  t he  clay,  a n d  you  are  t he  pot t er.  We  are  formed  by  your  han dṾẫ 
 

The  second  truth  is that  we  sometimes  resist  Godẏɾ han d in  our  life. The 
clay  doǸɾɅẏt always  adhere  to  th e poʌʌǸɶẏɾ int ende d design . Sometime s, 
the  w ork  must  be  p ressed back down  to  its  orig inal form  and resha ped. 
In  the m ome nts where  we resist,  we  stop  being m olda b le. 
 

We  see a clear  exam ple  from  the Israelites  in  Num  9:15-23, of what  it 
me ans to  be ben dable . During  their  exo dus, they  moved  only  w hen  the 
LORD instructed  them  to  and follo w ed His comm ands  to  the  lette r. 
 

At  t he LORDậɾ comm a nd  t he Israel ites  set  ou t , and  at  his comma nd 
they  en ca m p ed . As long  a s the  cl oud  stayed  over  the  ta b er n a cle, 
they  rem a in ed  in  camp . Sometimes  the  cloud  was  over  the  

 
 
3 Charles F. Stanley, άHow to LisǘŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘέ нллнΦ 
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taber n acle  on ly  a  few  d ays;  a t  the  LORDậɾ command  they  would 
en ca m p , a n d t hen at  his  command t hey  would set  out . Sometim es 
the  cl ouds  stayed  only  f rom  eveni n g  t ill  morning,  a n d  w hen  it  lifted 
in  t he  morni n g,  t hey  set  out . Whether  by  d a y or  by  night,  w he n ever 
the cloud lifted, t hey  set  ou t .ẍ 
 

Obedie nce is only  ha lf  the solution.  The  full  answ er is revealed  in  the 
detai ls. The  Israelites  fol lowed  Godẏs co m ma nds to  the letter 
irrespective  of the ch allenges  of the time s. This  is what  it  me an s to 
sur render your self to  the  expe rt hands of  the Creator. 
 

CONCLU SION  

As d isciple s, we  are in  a journey  of ch ange  and  tr ansform at ion  to  
become  like  Jesus, the  auth or and  perfecter  of  our  faith.  We  must  trust 
th at  He, the  expert,  is shaping  us to  be  the  id eal version  of  ourselves,  fit 
to f ace the c hallenges that l ife w il l th row  our way.  

Only  th rough  acknowledging  the need  for Godẏɾ expert  hand, 
reco gni zing  tha t e ach  fold, each  bend  and  each  carving  is do ne out of 
His imme nse love, can  you  be prepared  to spend  eternity  wi th  Him. 
Wi ll you let y ours elf be both  m old able and  bendable?  
 

He  desires  that  you work  w ith  Him  to  ach ieve  th is amazing 
transformation  so th at  you can  be  a presen table  and  useful  instrument 
for great  w ork s, to  the gl ory and ho nor of His Nam e. 
 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Can  you  ide n tify  areas in  your  character  and  min dset  that  need 
moldi ng a nd  renew ing?  

Ask God  to  help  you  submit  yours elf  to  the  awesome  p lan  He  has for 
you. 
 
 

FURTHER  READING : Luke  9:21-23, 57-58, Luke 14:33, John 12:24 - 48  
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Day 37  
 
 

REFINED AS GOLD  
 

Scripture Reading:  1 Pet 1:3-7 
 

Th ese have come so t h a t  t he proven g enuine n ess of your  fa ith  ẙ 
of greater  wor t h  than g ol dṺ may  result  in  glory,  pr a ise an h onor 

when Jesus  Christ  is  re vea led . 
 
 

On  da y 35, we  learned  fro m  Jesʔɾẏ expe rience in  the  w ilderness. 
Yester da y we  learned about  ho w  w e must  beco me  m old able  and 
ben dable  in  the  hands of  our  Maker  so that  he  can  perfect  His pur pose 
in our lives.  
 

Tod ay we  w il l foc us on  the outc ome  of GɐǱẏɾ pruning  p rocess by 
lear n ing  some thing  about  gold.  If  you  kno w  ab out  the  refining  of  go ld, 
you w ill  agree  that  it  is qu ite  an  in te nse proc ess. No  on e would  like  to 
put  on  gold  in its  unrefined  sta te. It  looks like  a lump  of d irt. But  wh en 
it  is passed  th roug h  inte nse heat,  the  impurit ies in  it  are  separated  and 
rem oved . The  Pure  gold  can  then  be made  in to bars  or attractive 
jewelry.  
 

Tod aʳẏɾ scripture  de scribes  our  faith  as something  w orth  far  more  than 
gold.  But , like  gold,  for it  to  be p roved  genuine  it  must  pass th rough 
purifying  fir e. This  fire  could  be ha rdships,  trials,  perse cuti ons,  testi ng, 
humbl ing, betr ayals, doubts, disappo in tme n ts  and many  ot hers. 
 

Are you lo ok ing f or w ard  to he aven?  To an  et ernity  w ith G od  where  w e 
wi ll  sh ine  like  stars and  where  there wi ll  be no m ore  strugg les or 
sorrows?  I am ! Our  journey fro m  here  to  that  g lorious  desti nation  is a 
jour ney of p lacing  ourse lves in  Godẏs lov ing  hands for Him  to  ma ke us 
read y. 
 

W hen  we  allow  ours elves to  be  refined  by GoǱẏɾ hand,  out  of that 
inte nse heat, like t he heated  gold, a  transf ormed  person  emerge s. We 
are still  t he same  out w ardly,  but  our  spirit,  char acter  and  inner man  is 
radi cally d if fere n t. Wha tẏɾ the  difference?  
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First,  we  w ill  be co me  surrend ered  to  God . Wher eas be fore, we  w an t 
God  to  do our  wi ll , no w , we w il l de sire G oǱẏɾ wil l in  every  situation.  
 

Also, we  w ill  beco me  healed  inw ard ly. W he n  you  have  a wound,  that 
part  of your  body  is vuln erable.  It  bleeds  easily, hur ts more  and  is m ore 
suscep tible  to  infection s. It  is the same  when  our  he art  ha s been 
w oun ded . 
 

We  easily  get  an gry,  afraid  or hurt.  Some  of us ha ve wounds  from 
before  we  came  to  know  Chr ist.  Some  of us w ere  wounded  even  in 
Godẏɾ k ingd om . And  some  of us ha ve woun ded  ourselves  through  our 
own  sinful  or foolish acti ons. Whatever  the  case, God  wa n ts  to  heal us 
so that  we  can  worship  and  serve  Him  w holehear tedly;  th at  is, with  a 
w hole and  he althy  hear t. The  refini ng  fi re of  GɐǱẏɾ w or d , ho nest 
dis cipling,  conf ession , repentanc e, co n fronti ng  issues  and  resolving 
th em  may  be  un comfortable  at  fi rst, but  we  are bl essed  in  the  end. We 
can  g ive and  forg ive w he re it  used to  be  hard  to  do so. We  become  free. 
And n ot  on ly that, we wi ll beco me  a channel of ble ssing to  ot hers who 
need  GɐǱẏɾ țǸaling t oo. 
 

Ano th er b lessing  is that  we  wi ll beco me  aw are  of our  wort h . Gold 
needs no adv ertiseme nt. Its  worth  is univ ersal. In  the  same  way,  w hen 
God  refines  us, we  w il l be co nvinced  of who  we  are  to  Him.  We  wi ll 
kn ow  our  true  wort h . We  can  be confide n t  and  remain  at  peace. We 
w onẏʌ need  to  get  p raise from  people  or rely  on  our  pe rform ance in 
ord er  to feel wort hy of  GoǱẏɾ love  and  accepta nce. 
 
 

CONCLU SION  

Godẏɾ refin ing  fire  is necessary  for  our  faith  to  be proved  ge nuine,  but 
it  is well  worth  it.  We  w il l shine  brighter  than  gold  in  this  life  and  we 
wi ll  be  ready to spend  eternity wi th h im in t he next.  

 
 

CALL TO ACTION  

Pray through  Psalm  139 to da y. Ask God to search  you, test  you an d 
refi ne you f or His glory. 
 
FURTHER  READING:  Mal  3:2-4  
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Day 38  
 

A LIFE OF PURPOSE 
 

Scripture Reading: Acts  20 :34  
 

However, I  co n sid er my  li fe w or t h  nothi n g  t o me,  if o n ly  I may 
f in ish t he race and  co m plete  t he t ask t he Lord Jesus  has g iven 

ɃǸṺ 
 

Have  you ever  pond ered the ph enome non  of lifeẏs purp ose? Do  you 
have  an  answ er?  Findi ng  your  pur pose is a pow erful  catalyst  for 
transformation.  You w ill  gain  cla rity  on  what  is tr uly imp ort ant  to  you, 
and  th is w il l spark  a chain  of change  react ions.  ẌBeco mȡɅȓẍ wi ll t hen 
be  a purpose  driven  t ransit ion  which  is never  too early  or too late  to 
em bark on.  
 

Tod ay we  read  æǍʔȺẏɾ words in  an  emotionally laden  farewell  speech  to 
the  Eph esian  Eld ers in  Miletus. Paul  w as a m an  who  had  clear 
under standing  an d deep  convi cti on  about  accomplishing  the ta sk 
assigned  h im  by the  Lord  Jesus - the  task  of p reach ing  the gospel  of 
the  resur rected  Chr ist.  He was  we ll aware  of the risk to  h is life  on this 
missio n . His audie nce m ust  have  been  stu nned  by h is aud acity  in  the 
face of  possible  death  w hich  is the  u lt imate  sacrifice  anyone  can  ma ke 
in pur su it of a life mission.  
 

Paulẏɾ faithfulness  was  well  esta b lished . He  ha d  suff ered  horrible 
expe riences  on  m any  mi ssion  tr ip s. (2 Cor  11:23-29) Once, he w as sto ned 
by  the  Jews  and  left  to  die  on ly for the  same  bruta lized  man  to  resume 
p reaching  in  the next  city onc e he had  been revived  by the d isciples. 
(Acts  14.) This  in credible  level  of faithfulness  to  a purpo se an d mission 
can o n ly be  imag ined by  ma ny of us  in  our ge nerat ion . 
 

W hen  w e are  irre vocab ly sold  out  for  a pu rpose, w e can sur m ount  even 
the  mo st  difficult  hurdl es. My  wi fe  and I had assum ed  from  the  first  day 
of  our  m arriage  that  we  w ould  offer  our  ho m e for shepherdi ng 
dis ciples  and  helping  those  who  had  accomm odation  issue s. Our 
pur po se was to  p rovide  a k ind  of  love  that  is diffi cu lt  for  most  people  to 
of fer; an act  of benevo len ce that  kee ps giving  and  is laden  with  
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pro tr acted  inconve n ience.  Coun t ing  of cost  has  been  ongoing  in  the 
face of  scarce  resour ces, limited  space and  particularly  the  bad 
beh avior and  ingratit ude  of  some.  Ho w ever,  we  are  thankful  that  m ost 
of  those who  have  lived  w ith  us left  our  home  spiritually  be tter  tha n 
w hen  th ey cam e. 
 

As Christians,  heaven  is our goal. An d we are  on a mission  in pursuit of 
this  purpose.  Howeve r, God  has  g iven  us d iffe rent  talents  to  fu nction 
effe ctively  in  specific  en deavors for bu ilding  up th e ch urch  community. 
W hen  each of us is ful ly living  out  our  God -g iven  purpos e, t he  church 
in turn  fulfi lls he r m andate on  eart h . 
 

CONCLU SION  

In  Eph  4:12-13 God  tells  us wh at  I believe  is the ultimate  go al of the 
p ro ject  of  becoming  what  He  has  pur posed  for  us to  be both 
individually  an d collectiv ely as His ɳǸɐɳȺǸṟ Ẫʌța t  we m ay a ttain to  the 
w hole m easure  of the fullne ss of CțɶȡɾʌṾẫ May  your  purp ose be  cr ystal 
clear  before  you  so that  you can  run  w ith  perseverance  the  race  God 
has m arked  out for you.  
 
 

CALL TO ACTION:  

¶      Reflect on your values,  passions, and st rengths. 
¶      Ask God  to  help you disc ern y our  life's purpos e. 
¶ Focus on  what aligns w ith t hat  purpose and  w ith  eter nal values. 
¶ Let go of distr actio ns. 
¶ Draw  in sp iration  fro m  Pau l's determi nation,  pres sing  on  th rough 

obstacles  to  fulfi ll your  pur po se. 
 
 

FURTHER  READING:  Jo h n 10:10 , 2 Cor  11:23-29, Heb 12:1-3 
 

Ẫ>ȺǍɶȡȒʳ your  pur pose. W hat  is the why  behind  everyt h ing  you  do? 
W hen  we  know  th is in  life,  it  is very  em poweri ng  an d the pa th  is 
clear .ẫ ẘ Jack Canfield.  
 

ẪThe  my ste ry of human  existe nc e lies not  in  just  stayi ng  a live, but  in 
fin d ing s ome thi ng to live  foɶṾẫ ẘ Fyodor Dostoe vsky 
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Day 39  
 

ALW AYS IN HIS PRESEN CE 
 

Scripture reading: Ex 34:27 -29,  1 Cor 1:9  
 

¶ɐɾǸɾṺ ʭǍɾ Ʌɐʌ ǍʭǍɶǸ ʌțǍʌ țȡɾ ȒǍǪǸ ʭǍɾ ɶǍǱȡǍɅʌ ǩǸǪǍʔɾǸ țǸ țǍǱ 
spoken with the Lord  

 

There is a popular notion that when two people live together long 
enough, they start to look alike. I am not sure if this is always true, but 
the point is a valid one Ṿ we become like who we spend the most time 
with.  
Moses had spent forty days and nights on the sacred mountain, alone 
with God, receiving the stone tablets of the ten commandments. He 
was not even aware that his countenance had become radiant. Such is 
ʌțǸ ȡɃɳǍǪʌ ɐȒ ǩǸȡɅȓ ȡɅ gɐǱẏɾ ɳɶǸɾǸɅǪǸṣ  
As we mature in our walk with God, He desires that we have an 
intimate relationship with Him on a minute to minute basis. This is 
ʭțǍʌ ȡɾ ǪǍȺȺǸǱ ẌɳɶǍǪʌȡǪȡɅȓ ʌțǸ ɳɶǸɾǸɅǪǸ ɐȒ gɐǱṣẍ  uʌ ȡɾ ʭțǸɅ ʭǸ ȺǸǍɶɅ ʌɐ 
make ordinary everyday moments a sacred experience with the Lord. 
Imagine talking to God while sitting in traffic instead of complaining. 
Or practicing praise while washing dishes and tidying the house. Think 
about praying for different people as you pass by them on the street. 
Or using the opportunity to bring Christ into your next business 
conversation. God is not only present in our formal worship, such as at 
church on Sunday. He is just as present in every daily activity. We can 
learn to live our lives continually in His presence and make our hearts 
His dwelling place.  
You will agree with me that as disciples of Jesus, we love fellowship. 
There is something unique and special about the uncommon bond we 
share. 1 Cor 1:9 tells us that this fellowship is what we are called to enjoy 
with Christ Himself. We can spend time with the Lord 24/7! We can 
enjoy  
 
 

4 Brother Lawrence. The Practice of the Presence of God. Epworth Press. London. 
Originally published 1692. 
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His divine presence. What a privilege! If you were to spend a whole day 
with Jesus, what would you talk about?  
 
¬ǸǍɶɅȡɅȓ ʌɐ ȺȡʬǸ ǍȺʭǍʳɾ ȡɅ gɐǱẏɾ ɳɶǸɾǸɅǪǸ ʌɶǍɅɾȒɐɶɃɾ ʔɾ ȒɶɐɃ ʌțǸ ȡɅɾȡǱǸ 
out. It brings peace and contentment as the bible describes in 
Philippians 4. When our constant focus shifts from ourselves to God, 
anxiety and restlessness lose their power. Our joy comes from simply 
being aware that God is near, regardless of any external circumstances. 
ğǸ ǪǍɅ ȒǍǪǸ ʌɶȡǍȺɾ ʭȡʌț ȒǍȡʌț ǩǸǪǍʔɾǸ ʭǸ ǍɶǸ ǍɅǪțɐɶǸǱ ȡɅ gɐǱẏɾ ȺɐʬǸṣ ğǸ 
become children of humility and gratitude. Because we are conscious 
of always being with God, we recognize how much we depend on Him 
for big things as well as small. We are in continuous communication 
with our Heavenly Father and we develop a spirit of thankfulness in all 
situations; whether good or bad. This is what Jesus called us to in John 
ᶯᶳṝᶲ ʭțǸɅ oǸ ɾǍȡǱ Ẍ!ǩȡǱǸ ȡɅ ¶Ǹẍ 

 
CONCLU SION  
We will become more and more  like Jesus as we learn to live always in 
His presence. God wants us to live a life of worship where everything 
we think and do is an act of devotion to Him and we begin to 
experience the peace, contentment and joy of unbroken fellowship 
with our Maker.  
 
CALL TO ACTION  
For the next one week, take up this simple spiritual practice 1  
a) Find a place of quietness or take a prayer walk  
b)  Recite Psalm 23  
c) List 3 worries you have and present them to God  
d)  List 4 things you are thankful for and present these to God  
 
Think of different ways that you can practice the presence of God in 
your own daily life activities. Share with your small group members and 
encourage one another in this.  

 

FURTHER  READING:  Gen  5:21-23 John  1:35-39 
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Day 40  
 
 

BECO MI NG GODôS ARTWO RK 
 

Scripture Reading: Ep h esia n s 2:10 
 
For w e are God s  work ma ns h ip, cre a ted in Christ  Jesus  to do  good 

works, w hich  God p re p a red in a dva n ce  for  us  to  d o . 
 
Every wo rk of ar t  seeks to  imitate  life,  but  you are d iffe ren t. You  are a 
mast erp iece  formed  by  the hands of  the Creator Himself.  In Ephesians 
2:10, Paul  g ives us a vision  that  he lps us  re-access how  we see our  lives: 
We  are God  s workm ansțȡɳṾẫ The  Greek  word  he uses, ɳɐȡȊɃǍ, m eans 
ña th ing  m adǸẍ or ña wo rk of aɶʌṣẍ It  is w her e we  get  our  English  w ord 
poe m.  Im ag ine  that  your life  is Godôs poem,  written  wi th  in tentio n , 
rh yt h m,  and b eauty.  
 
God does  no t create  by accid ent.  Every color  of  your  pe rsonality,  every 
texture  of your  expe riences, even  the  sha dows  of your  struggles  are 
bru shstro kes in  His  gr and  design.  You  are  a masterpie ce in  progres s, 
cra ft ed, refined,  and  continuall y shap ed  to  reflect  the heart  of the 
Arti st. 
 
But  there  is more  to the  verse:  cre a ted  in  Christ  Jesus to  do  go od 
wo rksṾẫ This  tel ls us that  Godôs artistry  has pu rpose.  He did  not  craft  you 
m erely  to  exist, He  created  you  to  expr ess His love  thr ough  the  w ay you 
live. The ñgood w orksẍ Paul  speaks of are  not  checkl ists to imp ress God 
but  refle ctions  of His  gr ace already alive in  you.  When  you encour age 
a friend , create  som ething  me aningfu l, forgive  som eone,  or lift 
som ebod yôs sp irit,  you are d isplaying  th e colors  of Godôs k ingd om  on 
the canv as of everyday  life. 
 
Thro ugh  Christ,  God also  restores  what  was  b roke n . Like  a m aster 
restorer repairing  a da m aged  painting,  God  is an  expe rt  at  renew ing 
the image  that  sin  once deformed. Your  faith  jour ney is His r estoration 
proje ct. He  wi ll t ak e whatever  has been  marred  and  b ring  it  back  to 
br illiance . Sometimes,  you  m ay look at  your  life an d only  see the 
un fin ishe d  parts,  the  rough  ed ges,  the  areas that  feel  incomplete.  But 
t he Artist  sees the  mas terpie ce already  tak ing  sha pe. Every season,  
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wh ethe r of joy  or trial,  adds  depth  and  texture.  In  the mo m ents  you 
sur ren der  control,  you allow the  Divine  hand  to  complete  its wor k. 
 
Becomi ng  Godôs art work  is no t  abo ut  per fect ion , itôs about 
par tici pa tion.  You are  both  the canv as and  the  co -creator,  walking 
han d  in  hand  with  the One w ho  designed  you  into  existe nc e. Each  day 
is ano ther oppo rtunity  to let Him write His  story  th rou gh  you. 
 
CONCLUSION  
As w e co nc lude  our  devo t ion als this  season,  pause  and  look at  yourself 
t hro ugh  Godôs eyes. Rem embe r: you are His work  in  progress.  You  are 
His poȡȊɃǍṹ His  living  ar t , His unf old ing  poem,  His  refle ction  of gr ace 
an d  be auty  in  a world  that  needs it.  You  are becoming  who  He  wants 
you to  be . Let  your  life  tell  t he story  of the  Art ist  who  ne ver stops 
crea ting,  red eeming, and  rev ealing beauty  in  un expe cted p laces. 
 
CAL L TO ACTION  
Take a qu iet  mome n t  this  w eek  to ask you rself: Where  in  my  life  is God 
sti ll paȡɅʌȡɅȓṤẍ Maybe  He  is refini ng  your  patienc e, restori ng  your 
conf idence, or  rew riting  your  story  aft er a difficult  cha p ter.  Do not  rush 
the p rocess, m aster p ieces ta ke t ime.  
 
Look  for on e w ay each  day  to  refl ect  th e colors  of  His gr ace in  your 
wo rld,  through  kindnes s,creativity,  or  courage.  Let your  w or ds become 
bru shstro kes of hope. Let  your  actio ns d isp lay the  evid enc e of divine 
cra ft sm anship.  
 
W alk  boldly  as Godôs living artwork, c reated  to rev eal His  beauty in  the 
ever yda y. 
 
FURTHER READING: J AMES: 1:4  Rev 21:5, 9-11 
 
Lord,  thank  You  for creating  me  as Your  master p iece. Help  m e to  see 
m yself  th rough  Your  eyes  and live  each  day refl ecting  Your  gr ace. May 
my  ac t ions, w or ds, and c reativity become brushst rokes of Your lo ve in 
th is world.  Am en. 
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A DAY OF REFLECTION  
 

Questions for  reflection from Chapter  5 

 
1) W hat resonated  w ith  me  mo st  from t h is chapter?  

 
2) Ẍ!ɾ Ǎ person, w ho am I b eǪɐɃȡɅȓ ȡɅʭǍɶǱȺʳṤẍ 

(2 Cor  4:16) Ask yourself.  Ask someone  wh o kno w s you.  What 
is go od  about w hat you see? W ha t  is not?  

 
3) ẌğțǍʌ area(s) of my  life  do I need  to surr ender  mo re  ful ly to 

God  this  yǸǍɶṤẍ ṵJn 12:24)  

 
4) W hat wou ld t hat  surrender l ook like?  
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What w e are is 
Godẏɾ ȓȡȒʌ t o us.  

 

What we  
become is our  

gift  to  God.  
 

~Ha ns Urs Baltha sar 
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