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EDITOR Y5 NOTE AND ACKNOWLEDGM ENT

Hap py New Year to all GoDZ/Reople! What better way to begin the year
th an at the Le e Di#et, listening to Him, learning from Him and being
filled w ith Him?

The Theme of this * N A digvotio nals is XThe Art of BecoB d, A fasid it is
based on Isaiah 64:8 and Ephesians 4:13.

& Isaiahy rwords remind us how we are careful ly, thoughtful ly and
consistently being craft ed in the hands of God to become who He
wants and created us to be.Paul shares this vision with the Ephesian
disciples and with all believers; Gody wision of us becoming m ature
and attaining C hristr y rRe?agufe and stature. Wh at a glorious g oal!

Let us look forwa rd to all the ways that God will speak to us, mold us
and transformus inthe comingd ays and weeks.

Talking of the ways that God speaks, | am very excited that this year,
e the Spirit has enabled us for the first time, to translate the Power Series
in 4 main Nigerian languages; Igbo, Yoruba, Hausa and our very own
pidgin English! May many more souls be reached through these
translations. We have continued the good work with our electronic
copies, vid eos on all our social media han dles, our audio version and
now language translations  on Spotify.

o

I wish to acknowledge the rich resources provided by the teaching
mate rial from Dr Robert Carrillo's Spiritual Formation course in the
Mountain Theological Seminary, USA.

| cannot say a big enou gh thank you to the faith ful men and women
across our church who made this edition a reality through their
dedi cation and selfless service. Our contri buting writers, old and new,
worked hard to meet the earlier deadlines we set for this™ N A gyject.
Though many have served for several years, their eagerness to keep
learning and improving their writing skills is truly admira ble. Our
meticu lous editors did not flinch in their duty. The vibrant creative

NS
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team continued to churn out new ideas for the presentation and
dissemin ation of this work. | wish to particularly appreciate the men
and women who worke d on our audio version and translations. Most
had no prior experience but were willing to learn all the tech nicalities
involved and oft en did recordings at odd hours and far-away | ocati ons
in order to get the be st effects. Our producti on team was hands on and
to God enabled us to produce this edition well before the new year.
Every one involved has served pro bon o. May God reward you as only
He can.

Thank you to every brother, sister, family member or friend who
devotes their heart and time to ge DAZword by means of these
dev otionals. May y ou be blessed and fulfi lled,and may y ou be come all
th at the Lo rd wa nts you to be.

To God be all the glor y!

TG

Edito r-in-Chief
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PREFACE

Welc ome to the 15th edition of the Power Series, an annual
devotional publ ication of the ICOC Nigeria. This yeac ytlieme is Xy o M
ART OF BECOMu , glsitplies thatwe particip ate in a process - Gods
process of making us who He wants us to be. With this

un derstandi ng, our Christian life becomes a spirit ual adventure as we
journey with the Lord, able to emb race all that He takes us through

and all that He commands us to do bec ause we know Godys goal for o

'é;\ us.

This year we have 40 devotio nal topics for 40 days and a day of
refle ction at the end of each chapte r. The purp ose for this is to create
the needed space for us to slow down, ponder, assimilate and
recalibrate before we dive into each new chapte r. The reflection
gue stions are also useful for small group discussions or discipling
times.

CHAPTER ONE (Day 17)
» YAHWEH: 1 AMWHO |AM

¥ John 17:3 Now thisis e ternalli fe:that they know you, the only
true God.

In becoming, we do not start with ourselves but with God.It isin Him
that we Xi¥e and move and have our bN ¢ A Acts 1728. Therefore,
whatever we will become must be rooted in Him VHis purpose, His
plan and His mighty Hand.

CHAPTER TWO (Day 8-16)
IN GOD, WE KNOW W HO WE ARE

1Jn 3:1See what great love the Father has lavi shed on us that we
should be ¢ alled children of God. A nd that is what we are.

Who we are is not some thing we earn but rather it is Gody gift to us
as His highe st creation and the wh ole new ide ntity bestowed on us

Lt
%
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by virtue of our union with Christ. Knowing who God made us to be
will transform our perspective and the way we live our lives.

CHAPTER THREE (Day 17-25)
WHAT WE ARE ISWHATWE DO

John13:17 Now that you k now these things you will be bl essed if
you do them.

Life teaches us that we become what we constantly do. In this
chapter we focus on the practical actions that will help us on the
journey to becomi ng.

CHAPTER FOUR (Day 26-35)
MATURING IN CHRIST

Eph 4:130 thatwe may allrea ch unity in thefa ith andin the
knowledge of the Son of Goda ndbec ome mat ureU

Living things must mature in order to fulfl the purpose of their
existence. If we are con sistently maturing in our walk with God, we
will eventually become who God wants us to be. This chapter will
focus on the m arks or characteristics of Christian matur ity.

CHAPTER FIVE (Day 36 -40)
BECOMING W HAT GOD W ANTS US TO BE

Isiah 64:8 We are the clay; you are thep otter; we are the work of
your hand.

In our maturing, Gody Spirit will lead us, mold us and refine us to
become what He wants us to be. We are Gody handwo rk, His
ma ster piece; created for the good thatHe has always intende d.

May you be inspired thro ugh the power of Ge DZword and may you
be enriched by the insights in this book. Do share your insights as
well, for we are all a part of Godys unfolding story.

May this be are warding and fulfi lling j ourney for us all.

POWERSERES#15 9 THEART OFBECAMING



POWER SERIES CREATIVE / SOCIAL MEDIA FEATURES
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We launched the Power Series creative and social media features
last year and to Godys glory more and more readers and viewers can
access and be edifi eDZ Rce B vgporlDZ r

This' NA& S Ny eaNagdd® AF daA

In addition to our tradi tion al hardcover edition, you can enjoy the
daily devotion als on your phone, tabl et or oth er m obile device via
our E-book, Facebook and Whatsapp handles. You can view
engaging weekly videos on Instagram, YouTube and Tiktok. You can
listen to the audio versions of your favorite devotionals on Spoti fy.

And this year, for the very first time, we have translations in 3 official
Nigerian langua ges Vlgbo, Yoruba and Hausa aswell asour beloved
lingua fr anca - Pidgin Engli _sh!

We thank God for the heart and talent of brothers and sisters from
all across our churches in Nigeria who contributed tir elessly and
selflessly to this pro ject.

So, let us read, listen, view and grow. Let us share these various
channels with others also so that toget her we can become m ore
and more like our Lord Jesus and all that He wan tsusto be.


https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb0gXauElagkZaJPcq1f
https://youtube.com/@icocnpowerseries?si=niJMbwyPu38eV3Ke
https://www.instagram.com/icocn_powerseries?igsh=MTRvc3VmcnpnMXp5Nw%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.facebook.com/share/1ANaa77Joy/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.tiktok.com/@icocn_power_series?_r=1&_t=ZS-92h1TLlNzeC
https://open.spotify.com/show/5YVqCeHlGyvv9vOapVwNsF?si=sYT1wNcJTnCyCsg2SsF9vA
https://open.spotify.com/show/5Uvp9ccjJJ06bHPGdLKbXm?si=D4eT_IcWRwKI6nbnH6c8Kw
https://open.spotify.com/show/6FJt3Ma1UZ9PKToOxOV93g?si=jvzwRaV_Q0y6A20dqiAsVA
https://open.spotify.com/show/5p2qwQCXGnwopPFNtguuHw?si=JwIfgxcVRai_Xmppgwqydw
https://open.spotify.com/show/7zLtMl4z7xIOV1tqo8l0cf?si=XI1x9lOdTSuR-9vFsZr6lg

CREATIVE /SOCIAL MED IA TEAM

Conc ept Cr eation Al Assis tance
Titi George Rotimi Awaye
Collins Ibeh
Rotimi Awaye Audio Contr ibuto rs VEnglish
Blessed Idowu Bajo Adebule
Ang ela Ege
Video Management Sunday Awolowo
Collins Ibeh Mercy Ntia
John Onuminya
Pauline Charles
Andrew Chinedu
Temi tope Od uy omi
Abi m bola Abolarinwa
g e DZIreasure Oluwa femi

Aud io Management
Rotimi Awaye

Social Med ia Man agement
Blessed Idowu

TRANSLATION TEAM

Management and Coo  rdinat ion Hausa

Rotimi Awaye (Kini A ) Benedict Henry
Habibu Adam

lgbo Abiod un

Pauline Chinonyerem Charles

Chinonye Obi

Justice Paul

Pidgin
Tonien Tobi
Raphael Akalusi

vorar® Faith Edika

Oluwase un Joseph (Oluk onise un) Product ion /Logistics
Toluwalope Oni Okon Etim
Joyce Eboi gbe Adams B undu



https://open.spotify.com/show/5Uvp9ccjJJ06bHPGdLKbXm?si=D4eT_IcWRwKI6nbnH6c8Kw
https://open.spotify.com/show/6FJt3Ma1UZ9PKToOxOV93g?si=jvzwRaV_Q0y6A20dqiAsVA
https://open.spotify.com/show/5p2qwQCXGnwopPFNtguuHw?si=JwIfgxcVRai_Xmppgwqydw
https://open.spotify.com/show/7zLtMl4z7xIOV1tqo8l0cf?si=XI1x9lOdTSuR-9vFsZr6lg

ISAIAH 64:8

Yet you LORD, are our
Father.

We are the clay; you are
the potter; we a re all
the work of your hand.

EPH 4: 13

r?AngA Sdh AKX
unity in the faith and in

the knowledge of

the Son of God and

become mature,
attaining to the whole
easure of the fullnes
of Christ.
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| AM: THE UNSEAR CHABLE GOD.
Scripture Reading: Ex 3 :1-6, 13-15Isaiah 6:1 -5
Godsaid toMer Nr AAu 'AMAgo A u

A child stood by the shore of the ocean, staring at the water beyond
the ho rizon in a fixed gaze. The fath er walked silent ly be hind her and
asked, "What do you see?" She replied, X gater, just 2 A n N ¥es,jof

. cour se, endless water. How was this child to know the depth of the
ocean, the volume of the water, its coral gardens, hidd en trenches,
and mysterious creatures in their vast arrayr .*Such is the task be fore
us as we attem pt to dive into the deep and discover the X AM: The
Unsearchable G od !X

When God told Moses in Ex 3:14, X AM WHO | AM¥%, He was not just

giving anameV He was revealing His eter nal, self-existent nature and

assuring Moses of His constant presence. He is the God who was, is,
> and wil | always be. Moser wynce rtainty showed that he didA yyet tru ly
kn ow this God (Phil. 3:8-14).Before we can walk with Him or repre sent
Him, we must know Him personally through YaDZ ga Heb rew word
for Y toivy WHat is, a deep, intimate, relational knowing that goes
beyond head knowledg e. Yahweh, the One and Only God, invites us
into that intimacy. Through the plag ues and the Red Sea, He reve aled
Himself as the all-powerful, incomparable Deliverer. Today, He
continues to show us Hiswonder, pr otection, and provision.

In todays readin g, we see how God reveals him self to the prophet
Isaiah: A uthe year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord, high and
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the
temple XlIsaiah was mourning the death of a great and wise king who
ma de Israel peaceful and prosperous. As he gazed into the future, he
was in despair because he saw a vacuu m¥V an empty throne left by

1 Adapted illustrative story T author unknown.

Lo
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Uzziah. A secure future was gone.But in the course of time, he Ysaw
the Lord, high and exalt ed, seated onat hronNU &

Why contr ast an earthly crisis with heavenly glory? The fact is that
what we see in the physical is minute comp ared to the divine and
magnifice nt reality that is revealed when we look to the spirit ual.
Isaiah did just that. He took his view beyond the physical, and what
he saw was a wonderful and amazing throne ; exalted and majestic.
Who was sitting on this amazing throne? Not Uzziah, but the Lord
Himself, the One who is superi or in every way. Whatever the
uncertainties that mig ht be going on in our lives, God is still
enthronedin heaven, and Heis stillin charg e.

Sometimes we are blind to the presence and glory of God that
surrounds us. This awe some vision of God made Isaiah proclaim,
XVoe to mer XWhy? Because God is too holy to be seen. Even the
seraphim us ed two of their wings to cover th eir eyes. No one can see
God and live. (Ex 33:20) How do we see ourselves when we come into
the presence of God? Certainly, his holine ss and radiance make us
unworthy. When we behold the awesomeness of God, our
imperf ections and inadequacies are exposed. Yet, the Almi ghty bids
21 X%e8B

CONCLU SION

Are you still seeking God? How do you respond to His revelatio n? As
we commence these daily devotio nals, let us understand that Gody
awesome and uns earchable nature does not mean we cannot reach
and emb race Him. He is within us! He invites us to seek Him. Are you
ready to make t his a fruit ful and rewarding journey?

CALL TO ACTION
Begin this devotional journey with a day of personal or group

worship.

FURTHER READING: Psalms 145, Rev 112-18, Rev 22:13

POWERSERES#15 17 THEART OFBECAMING
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NO OTHER GOD

Scripture Readi ng Isaiah 45:5-7, 22
Au AhBLord,a nd thereis noother;a part fromme thereis no
God .4

From time immem orial, people have sought something or someone

to wors hip. From idols of wood and stone to the modern X7 e D&f X

mo ney, fame, and power, huma nity tries to fill the longing inside by
relying on whate ver they believe is powerful enough to save. Yet
Yahweh in the Bible makes a bold declaration: A am God,and there
is no othe ra

Yahweh is not one God among many. He is not com petit ive. Every
other so-called god is a creation of human imagin ation or a dist ortion
of tru th.Yahwe h alone isthe Creator who wasnot created ,the ete rnal
One who has no beginning and no end. An idol can be carved,
melted, or broken. But the Lord who split the Red Sea, who sent
mannain the desert and who raised Jesus from the dead cannot be
reduced, replaced, or rivaled.

For many of us Africans, there is still a mix of old traditions and new
faith. We are advised to keep charms X Y ?im gaseR6r to mix chur ch
attenda nce with trust in ancestors or spiritual mediums. But God
does not share His throne. If we carry charms in our poc kets while
carrying the Bible in our hands, then our trust is divided. We are
saying, X @d, | believe you, but uy Bot sure you are NAe ? f Wheh
Israel tried to mix devoti on to Yahweh with Baal worshi p,the prophet
Elijah challenged them: Ao e dong will you waver between two

opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow t d BV a

(1 Kings 18:21). That same challenge comes to us today. It might be
money ,care er,position ,power ,approval of men ,relations hips or even

POWERSERES#15 18 THEART OFBECAMING
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the love of self th atwe quietly worship. The call isthe same; we must
choose who we will serve.

No other god listens like Yahweh. No other god sees the oppressed
and delivers them. No other god speaks life into dry bones. No other
god laid down His life to redeem sinners. And no other god raised
Himself from the dead. The cross and the resurrection prove once
and for all that our God is like no other. This truth should shape how
we live. Our confidence need not be shaken by econ omic hard ship,
politi cal tension, or threats from enemies. We live in a society where
insecurity and poverty loom large and we can betemptedto look for
quick fixes or spirit ual shortcuts. But Yahweh calls us to trust Him
fully. Wh en we place our security in Him, we are saying with our lives,
X kin ow th ere is no other Gods %

This mea nsth at prayer isnot an empty ritual but a conversati on with
the living God who answers. It means generosity is not foolish,
because the God who owns the cattle on athousand hills can surely
provide for us.It me ans that refusi ng sin isnot weakness, because we
serve the Judge who sees and rewards integr ity. It me ans we can be
confident as GoDZchildren because we know that our God is God and
He is en ough.

CONCLU SION

What a privilege th at we serve the God who has no equal. He alone is
wort hy of our worship. Are th ere any other Yyodr ¥ompeti ng for your
loyalty? To know Yahweh isto dethr one every rival in our lives.

CALL TO ACTION

Examine y our heart and lay down anyt hingth at you are trusting in
mo re than God. Pray, X ord, you are my only God. | will trusty ou
alonex T Aabbld choice to live witht he confidence thatt he
Almi ghty is eno ugh. Share this conviction with someone today.

FURTHER READING: Isaiah 40:25, Exodus 20:1\6, Psalm 1151Vi1John
14:6

POWERSERES#15 19 THEART OFBECAMING



KNOWING gAEyﬁ g é ESSy |
Scripture Reading: 2 Sam 7:22

How greatyou are, Sovereign Lord!

The Bible isreplete with words that describe the great ness of God. In
to dayys devotional, we will meditate on, internalise and fill our hearts

- witht hese words.
Godis greatin Hisau thority
How greatyou are Lord. Thereisno onelike you and thereis no
God but you,aswe ha ve he ard with our owne ars - 2 Sam 7:22
For the Lord Most High is awesome, the greatKing over all the
earth yPs 47:2
B Assurely as |live,says thel ord, every knee willbow be fore me,
. every tongue willack nowledge God y Rom 14:11

Consider g e DZre-emi nence, His excellence, His sovereignty. God is
above all and surp asses all. None come close to His gre atne ss and
awesomeness. He is to be worshiped with awe-inspired reverence
and obedience.

God is greaton be half of His people

| pray thatthe eyes of your heart may be enl ightened in order
that youmay % Ae R Bisinc omp arably great power for us who
believe y Eph 1:18-19

We are limited in our thinking and ability, yet Gody thoughts and
actions are far beyond our imag ination. Whene ver we attempt to
bring Him to our level we struggle in our faith. He is the God who
raised the dead. (2 Kings 4:32-38) He won battles without weap ons.

Lt
%
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(Josh 6) He mir aculously provided supplies to starving citizens (2
Kings 7) He can do far more than all we can ask or imagine.

Godis greatin His thinking.

Can anyone hide from me ina secret place? - Jer 23:24.

God fills the unive rse. Sin causes us to hide but God wants us to be in
the open and have a guilt-free relationship with Him.

Even the very hairs of your head are all numb ered - Matt 10:30 God
knows and isinterested in the smalles t detail of our lives. Hagar called
t B Xyodihoge esBNs X ¥t deassuating. r e

Ithe Lord search the heart and examine the min d.(Jerl7:10).Imag ine

Gody ¥andid came rayrecording all our thoughts and actio ns. If yours

is played b ack right now, will you be proud or afraid of the outcom e?
God is great in His chara cter.

To whom will youcom pare me? says the Lord - Isa 40:25-26.

Lift up your eyes and lookto the heavens: Who created allthese?

God is incom parable. His creation is matchle ss. Scripture says His
ways are beyond our comprehension. (Isa 55:8,9). He is imm ortal and
invisible (1 Tim 6: 15b-16). He isholy. (1Pet 115).

CONCLU SION

Know ing the greatness of God will enable us to stand in awe of Him
with all sincerity of heart, soul, body and strength. A lukewarm prayer
life and non -committal quiet times are not befitt ing of our great God.
He deserves the bestin ourwors hip of Him al ways.

Since He is all seeing and all knowing, we should serve Him with holy
fear and come into His presence with boldness, confiden ce and
humi lity. We can have full assurance that there is no situation (sins,
request s, challenges, etc) that we cann ot take to Him at any time.

POWERSERES#15 21 THEART OF BECOMING
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God sees you and whatever you are going throu gh. He will surely
come through in Hisown time and way.

Personally, |1 am enjoying th at confidence. Nothing istoo big or small
to bring to Him. That brief prayer asking for dire ction before
em barking on an assignment, an appointme nt or making a diffi cult
decision, should not be taken for granted or ignored. It has been
awesome always having this at the back of my min d. God is gre at
enough to hold the univ erse and to ¢ are for us too.

CALL TO ACTION
Pray throu gh Ephesians 118-22: A Prayer for Enlightenme nt

FURTHER READING: Psalm 13, Isaiah 40:12-14,22,28

POWERSERES#15 22 THEART OF BEEOMING
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KNOWING g AEy A g AESE,

Scripture Reading: Exodus 33:19

And the Lord said, Al will cause all my goodness to pass
infonteR r #?2 U

Have you ever found yourself praying like Moses, X.ord,show me your
gle & xS

Moses had witnes sed and exp erienced God mir acles; the parting of
the Red Sea, manna from heaven and so much more. Like Moses,
you and | have witne ssed Gody glory and goodn ess in our lives, only
if we wou Id ta ke a mom entto reflect.

When life is smooth, it is easy to say, X g e iBfoo dx But even wh en
things are roug h, when pray ers seem delayed or unanswered, His
goodness remains constant. In His goodnes s, God sometimes
protects us by not giving us what we thi nk we wa nt.

Reading the wh ole of Exodus 33, we learn how God delights to show
His goodness by His abid ing presence with His people. My Presence
will go with you, and I will give you rest. (vs.14). Verse 19b, remin ds us
that g e D4ne rcy is sovereign. He hasthe absolute right and freedom

to show mercy as He chooses. Mercy is not something we can
demand or earn,it flows from Gody own will, it is a gift not based on
our merit.

In my over fifty years of life, | have experienced Gody mercy and
presence in several instances. | recall one occasion many years ago. |
had attended my pre-marriage counselling session and had to sleep
over at the home of my counselo rs-acouple who were leaders in the
Church.In the mid dle of the night, the house caught fire. For some
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reason The Almighty woke me up and led me through the thick
fumes to the Qe ? n Alblor to raise the alarm. That was when frantic
effort was made by all of us to call for help. The fire had started from
the sitting room, engulfing everyt hing, with the house keys right in
the center of the fire and no access to the main entrance /exit of the
house.Just when all hope seemed lost, the brother managed his way
to the kit chen and fou nd the back door open! That was how we made
our escape. Till tod ay, | am convinced t hat was God's goo dnessto me
and the rest of th at household.

Gody goodness isnot just one of His attribu tes, it isthe essence of His
character. Yahweh is all good. His grace and com passion flow from
His unchanging, loving nature, giving us peace and security as we
trust in His faithful character. Everything He does flows from His
goo dn ess - His justic e, His righte ousness, His faithfulness and His
ultimate love for us through the sacrifice of Jesus. (Ps. 1117, 2 Thess.
15Vv7, Lam. 3:23, Eph 2:7).

CONCLU SION

Know ing Go dy goodness should make us trust Him, t hank Him, | ove
Him, reflect Him and hope in Him the more. His goodnessisny just a
truth to believeV d A greality to live out. As discip les of Jesus Christ,
when people see us, they should see His goodness, mercy and
kindness. Our life should proclaim H isname tothe world.

CALL TO ACTION
Think about as many instances of Gody goodness as you can recall in
your own life. Thank God for these and share with someo ne today.

FURTHER READIN GS: Ps.45:9 Gal 5:22
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Scripture Reading: Gen 3:15, 1Cor 3:1-3

| will put enmity  bet weenyou and the woman,a nd between
your of fspri ng and her sU

Brothers, I[was not ableto speak to you as spirit ual peo ple but
as p eople of thefl esh, as babiesin Christ. | fed you milk,n ot solid
food, because you were not yet able toreceivei tU (HCSB)

From the begi nning, Gody intent was to make us in His image and
establish an abiding relationship with humanity. Gen 1:27. Everything
God created was very good, until sin entered the picture. Evil crept
into Gody tbeautiful creation and deceived His children to disobey
Him in the garden of Eden. So, God Himself declared a battle in Gen
3:15. From then on,the war between good and evil has taken center
stage in the narrative of Gody relationship with man. That battle is
still raging ti 1l to day.

Satanys ultimate goal isto discredit God and create fear, mistrust and 3
doubts in our heartsin order to lead us down the path of selfishness,

greed and godlessness. The flesh sets in and we become weak and
vulner able to worldly desires. We stall in our spirit ual matur ing.
Conte nt with all the care and love we received at the beginning, it
becom es difficult for us to see the need to grow and take on the
spiritual b att le for our soul.

We know that when Christ gets hold of a life or church, there is
transformation.  Sin is forgiven. Mercy flows. Lives turn aroun d. As
believers ,we have anew stan ding with God quite alright, but our lives
in the world do not always reflect it. Our enemy Satan wants us to
rem ain in this state. This is the spiritual batt le ground. It is a batt le
th at we mustw in!
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In todayy reading, we see Apostle Paul writ ing a tough letter to the
Corint hian believers abo ut the nature of the gospel and how it was to
be lived out in the cours e of thei r daily lives because they had stopped
maturing spirit ually as th ey ought to.Some time ago, we undert ook
an honest assessme nt of spiritual growth and transformation to
Christl ikeness in our f ami ly of churche s.

Many of our congregati ons were doing well, but there were also too
many that were not. Why? Because what you and | become as
individual dis ciples is wh at the church becom es. As | refle ct on these
findings, PA? Klgtier to the Corinthians seems to resonate. Like
them, we can become batt le weary, and the reasons are universal,
but we must notremain so.

None of us wants to see progr ess stalled in our lives; be it in our
education, our career progressio n, our busin ess or our relatio nships.
How mu ch more should we hate to see spirit ual growth stagn ate in
Gody church!

As Christians we are to experience the new life in Christ every new
day. Our connection to Him is a guarantee that transform ation is
continual. The reality that we were saved from sin should have a daily
effect on our lives. When we lose sight of this our growth stalls and
we eventual ly find ourselves in a X fldgrnes sxof strife, jealousy, envy,
distr actions and m any c onflicts.

CONCLU SION

Rememb er, you are in a battle for your soul' Your daily walk with God
and fellow disciples is key to spirit ual maturity. God is able to give you
the victory to overcom e. You mu st stand again st the power of the
prince of this world and the pressure s of our godless culture. You
must st and for your Lord and Savior. Stay in the b attle.

The longer | live the more | have come to the conclusion that the

greate st work | can do in Gody name isto stand and take up the full
armor of G od! - Ephesia ns 6:12-13
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ACTION PLAN

What are your specific areas of weakness or struggle? Write these
down and share them with your discipleship partner. Take a day(s)
this week to fast, pray and commit this to God.

FURTHER READING :2 Cor. 10: 3-4, Rom. 12:1-2

»

£ )4 POWERSERES#15 27 THEART OFBECOMING



Lo

GOEy A é ME MMALAN @PART 1)
Scripture Reading: Eph  esians 1:3-7

For He chose usin Him be fore the creati onof the world to be
holy and bl amelessinH is sight.

A story: Nala and her friends finally got admi ssion into the univ ersity.
That same year, sadly, NA X Afgther died. Her mo ther had a chro nic
health conditio n and was not able to work. Nala had to fend for
herself. Her friends encouraged her notto give up. She began scho ol
and did her best to sustain herself year after year and to pay her
school fees. It was far from easy. She owed a lot and promised the
school aut horities that she would find a way to pay. With out notic e,
she lost her part time job in her final year because of the m ounting
academic wor kload. She did not know what to do. One day her
friends paid her a visit. They presented her with a cheque that
covered the amount she was owing the school. Overwhelmed, she
asked X owS sUnknown to her, right from their first year, her close
friends had set up acharity for her. They gave their widows mite every
mo nth and to Id other people about her plight so they could help out
as well. They knew she would needt he money most likely in her final
year so as not to forfeit her chance to graduate. YVh at touches me
the mosa %he shared with tears on her graduati on day X uthat my
friends had a redeeming plan for me right from the begi nning! | will
forever be grAa NR? A S %

The story of Ge DZrede eming plan is the greatest story that will ever
be told.Even though it was from the begin ning, it is still an unfinis hed
story, because indeed, you and | are part of the unfolding drama. My
task, however, is to start the story some where. Todo this, | mustt ake
you way back to the account that was written about 3,500 years ago
in the book of Genesis. The tru th isth at God alw ays had a plan for the
redem ption of man kind from sin. Therefore, in spite of the sin of
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Adam and Eve and subsequently all their descen dants (including us)
God revealed his plan firstto Abraha m.

A willmake youinto a great nation.And!| willb less youUAADZ A XA
peoples on Earth will be bl essed throu gt r e Gahaésis 12:2-3

We can testify that God has kept every word of his promise, first by
raising the nation of Israel from Abraham y descendants; name ly
through Isaac, then Jacob then ! A Qe K% sons who eventual ly
form ed the nation of Israel. You will notice that in raising Israel God o
displayed his amazing grace and sovereignty. IsaaQ ysons (Esau and
Jacob) were st illin Rebeka hy womb yet

AUk BIr& the tw ins were bornor haddo neany thing goodor bad
yinord erthatG oDA r n ? ametectidh might stand not by
works butby him whocalls yshewas te ADZi Adger Will sedve
At N re? RoenNané 9:11-12

It is through the descendants of the younger twin Jacob that the
nation of Israel was born, not because he deserved it, but simply
because God wanted it to be so. It is Jacob wh o God rename d XsraeX x
¥ (Genesis 32:28) There were many twists and turns in the story of
Jacok y descendants and mo st of the time they did mess up \but
Gody plan prevailed regardless. After they became a nation, they
sinned num erous times and finally they were punished with exile in
Babylon. Yet God contin ued to make his plan and purpose clear.
Abo ut 200 years before Israel was banished to exile Isaiah prophesied
th eir return.  God promi sed to

AUk €d Af ack®biln dndgatherisraelto hiBr NARA

And that is notall. God never lost sight of his promise to Abraham to
ble ss the whole earth. He went on to say

A will also make youalight for the Ge ntiles. That my s alvation
may reach to theendsof tt N NA &lsdi @h-49:5-6

Lt A
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The Bible could not be clearer. God chose | k At Adegcendants by
grace, and he includ ed us in the plan also by grace. X! gefples on
Earn t iRclude us folks. You and | are the Gentiles God was referri ng
to in Isaiah 49.God had usin mind from the beginning, and from the
beginning God had a plan. In Part 2tomo rrow we will zero in on the
culmination of g e DFedeeming plan through ! Nr Weagh for us on
the cross.

CALL TO ACTION:

Spend some time today in reflection on the marvel of GoDZ r

redeeming plan.Thank Him specific ally for your redemption that was
part of his plan from the very beginn ing Share your refle ctions with a
friend.

FURTHER READING: Acts 1347, Romans 3:22
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GOEYy i é ME MMALAN @PART 2)

Ay t NHey are to take some of thebl ooda nd put iton
The sid esand tops of the doorfram esof thehour Nr A&hen
the Lord goes through thelaA DZ) wMNseethe Blooda nd will
Passover that doorway andhe willnot permit The destroyer to
enter your houses.. .A- Exodus 12:7.23

Welc ome to Part2 of Y gDZ Redeem ing Plany We promised to look
today, into Jer ? rdegath on the cross for us, but in order to
com prehend Jesusysacrifice we must first understand how sin affects
our relationship with God. Sin has conse quences on mul tiple levels.
On one level sin hardens our hearts and destroys our souls
systematic ally over time. On anot her level, in most cases our sin also
affects the people around us and erodes our relationships. Yet
beyond this and without exception every sin we commit Vwhet her
publicly or secretly or even unintentionally  Vare all sins against God
because He is holy. The offense of our sin immedia tely cre ates a debt
th at we can never ful ly repay.

The young man Joseph und erstood the complex effect of sin when
he refused to sleep with his Master Potip hA ewife. Joseph knew that
such an imm oral act wou ld destroy his own soul, as well as his
relatio nship with his master and his relationship with God (Genesis
39:8-9). Such are the consequen ces of sin. Never theless, God is aware
of our sinful nature and in His mer cy and divine wisdom, provides
atonem ent and grace to close the gap between us and Him which
our sin cause s. At the pinnacle of his plan to redeem mankind from
sin is Jes? r ultimate sacrifice for our sins on the cross. Yet in the Old
Testame nt even before Jesus came, God instituted sacrifices that
served as tem porary m easures to mitigate the consequences of sin.
Let us see how the se foreshadow Jes? rperfect and final sacrifice. We
will briefly con sider two examples, namely the first Passover and the
Day of Atonem ent.
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We recall that althou gh the descendants of Joseph and his brothers
became numerous, they were subjected to slavery in Egypt for 430
years, until the time came for their deliver ance (Exodus 12:40) God
sent plague after plague to destroy Egypt so that Pharaoh would let
the Israelites go. Yet st A & A eheartrrem ained obstin ate untii God
wiped out all of MF r n Ainstrborn mal es. The same night every
Israelite home was spared because each house hold was instru cted to
slaughter a spotless lamb.

Just as Israelys redem ption was purchased through the blood of the
lamb, so our redempti on is also pur chased through Jer ? rsipless
blood. Yet the sacrificial lamb was powerless to remove sin for all
time. Ther efore, while Israel was still in the wilder ness, God instituted
the Day of Atoneme nt when the sins of Israel werN cé&ried an A ch
the Yscape goatXonce ayear.

Ayt N fwill& mrryoni tselfall theirsins to a remote pl aceU &
Leviticus 16:22

Just asthe goat carried a way IsraN A sim, so Jesus carries away all our
sins. Yet the blood of goats can never perman ently atone for sin,
th erefore the sacrifice had to be made annual ly. By contrast however,
Jer ? r yrificeAvas superior and was made once for all.

A f ebg one sa crifice he has ma de pe rfect fore ver those who are
being BADN t e Kebiews 10:14

| consider it amazing that God patie ntly planned our salvation before
we came to be. God ys ultimate redeeming plan is Jesus. Let the glory
and mystery of salvation through Jer ? mwgsh over you today. How
will you live in app reciati on of this gr eat salvation?

ACTION:
Thank Jesus for his great salvatio n,pray, sing and jour nal your th anks.
Share the story of how you met Jesus, with a friend tod ay.

FURTHER READING: Deutero nomy 7:9, Matthew 26:28, John 14:6,
Roma ns 3:25-26, Galati ans 13-4

POWERSERES#15 32 THEART OFBECAMING



Lo

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

A DAY OF REFLECTION
AND PREPARATION

Questions for  reflection from Chapter One

W hat resonated w ith me the mostf romt his chapter?

W hat names best descri be God for me? (Rev 1:12-18)

If someone asks why | have chosen to serve Yahweh and no other,
what wou Id be my response? (Isaiah 4 0:25, John 14:6)

W hat aspects of g e DAre atne ss and goodness inspire me mo st?
(Isaiah 40:28)

What aspects do | some times find difficu It to accept or believe?
(Hab 113)

Pond er on your redemption journey. (1 Tim 1:13)Ask your self:

X §tm did God start from with meS X ghat did He take me
thre 27 f t ¥ ghere am I nowS X § tat do | appreciate afresh from
remembering AKA At dr SX

What am Iwilling to fightfor in my walk with GOD this year? (Eph
6:11)

LET US PREPARE FOR CHAPTER 2:
X uGODWE KNOWW HOWE ! é MX
BY READING 1 JOHN 3:1

Or visit W hatsApp, Insta gram, Facebook a nd Tikt ok to view the
introdu ctory vi deos
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A PRAYER

Your love gives me
confidenc e, your justice
gives me hope, and Your

faithfulness k eeps me
steady. Let Your Spirit work
in me so that my life
refle cts your good ness to
others. Teach meto love as
you lov e, to act justly as you
do, and to remain f aithful

inall things. InJer ? r

name, Amen.

-
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Chapt er 2

IN GOD, WE KNOW W HO WE ARE

We are Gody mmage bea rers
We are Chosen
We are Forgiven
We are Children of the Father
We are Light and Salt
We are the Aroma of Christ
We are Gody fTemple
We are a Royal Priest hood
We are Saved and being Saved
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W E ARE GOD\S IMAG E BEARERS
Scriptu re Readi ng: Gen 1:26-27

So, God created manki ndinHis own imaf NU

Today we begin a new chapter focusing on who we are by God s
creative and redempti ve design. What is our identity? Who were we
made and called tobe?

Let us go back to God initial vision in creating us as stated in Genesis
1

Then God said, Aet Us ma ke man in Our ima ge, according to Our
likenes s;and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepson the earth A God created man in His own
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them.

Of all the created beings, God chose us, human kind, to resemble Him
in His highest qualities. Just as DNA carries the genetic code of a
person ¥ identity, we carry the spirit ual DNA of God, reflecting His
character and natu re. What a privilege!

This concept of bearing Godys image is also known as the Xmago Dei X
It means that every human being has God-given worth and dig nity, not
based on their abilities, but on the simple fact that God has created
them to share in His.identity and to c arry His image.

The fact that we are God s image bearers distinguishes us from the rest
of Gody creation, giving us a special role and capacity to relate with
God our Creator in a unique way. It defines who we are and what God
is calling us to. An African proverb says, XThe prince who knows he is
heir to his fathe ryg throne tomorrow will not hang out today with
drunkards who have no such calling XThat iswh y throughou t Scriptu re,
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the inspired writers constantly referred to this aspect of who we are
befo re directingus onhow we are to live.

The story of God with human ity began in Genesis 1at creation, not
Genesis 3 when Adam and Eve sinned against God.? When we focus
mostly on the latter, it produ ces an unhealthy em phasis on fixing the
problem of sin. The Christian life becomes overly focused on salvation
from our sinful nature. But when the story beginsin Genesis 1, we can
see that God made us inherently good rather than evil and that
changes the way we view ou rselves.

Oth ers begin the story in Genesis 12 when God singled out Abraham
and gave him an assignment. This can lead to a view of Christianity
where we feel more special in the sight of God than other people and
we spend all our energies on the assignme nt of redee ming the rest of
man kind. We can become self-righteous or end up neglecting the
growth of our own iden tity in God.

But beg inni ng the story in Genesis 1takes care of both the sin problem
and the special calling bestowed on us. We are human beings, not
human oings % What we do must flow first of all from who we are.

CONCLUSION

How can knowing you are created in God's ima ge impact your self-
worth and identity? In what way s can you reflect God's character in
your daily life, such as showing kind ness and com passion to people,
reflecting God's justi ce in your interactions with others or creatively
serving ot hers in your commu nity?

CALL TO ACTION

Reflect on your identi ty as God's image b earer.

Identify one area of your life to intentio nally live out God's design asone
who bears His image.

Share your insights with oth ers.

FURTHER READING: Ephesians 4:22-24

2 Teaching seiesby Michael Burg, USA.
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WE ARE CHOSEN
Scripture Reading: Eph  esians 1:4, John 15:16

For he ch ose us in Him bef ore the cre ation of the world to be
holy and bl amelessinh is sigh tU

Have you ever been chosen to represent a group or organisation in
an event, to receive an award because you stood out among your
peers, or to take on an import ant respo nsibil ity? How did you feel? |
rem emb er one year while in secondary school when | was selected
as the best stud ent in my set. | mu st say, | was walking on air! This
feeling of self-satisfacti on and pride comes when our efforts are
acknow ledged and celebrate d. How mu ch more when God chooses
us, not because of how well wNy ¥ étformed or how good we are, but
because of how good He is.

We are achosen people, and God did ny ehoose us just for the sake of
it. He cho se us to be holy and blamel essin his sight. Through out the
Bible, God shows us how inte ntional he is about us. Ephesians 14
says we were chosen by him X k br&the creation of the we & A D¥kts
gra sp the intentionality behind this. Before God created the stars and
galaxies we marvel at, he chose us. He was already thinking and
planning the best for us. Knowing all the sin we would commit, all the
times we would choose our flesh over him, God still called us into
holine ssand blamele ssness.He sent Christ to take the conseque nces
of our sins so that we can spend eter nity with him. He wants us to be
with him forev er. Thatis amaz ing!

What is ourres ponse to being chosenby God?

Do we take it for granted, because we know God loves us so mu ch?
Are we |l ike the believers Paul addressed in Romans 6:1when he said
Ashall we go onsinn ing so that grace may incr easev a
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Or does knowing that he chose us and was making plans for us to
have our best life -before he even made us- move som ething deep
within us? Does it just make us wantto give our allto him?

We should strive to live our lives as a people chosen by God. We
should have the confide nce that comes from being God-dependent.
As Hispeople, we shou Id not give in to identity crisis or accepting any
lies the world tells us. We should be willing to choose God, as he has
chosen us. And we should be willing to live accor ding to his plan for
us because we know that he knows what is bes t.

CONCLU SION

We have been chosen to be holy and blameless in God. Let our lives
refle ct true holine ss, blamelessne ss and an identity rooted in being
chosen by God. Let us be disciplined, purposeful and int ention al
about choosing God just as he has chosen us. May our hearts align
with G odys love and purpose for us.

CALL TO ACTION
Choose one friend that you will share te DZ rdgwvotional with.

FURTHER READING
Psalm 139:13-16,lsaiah 41:8-10
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WE ARE FORGIVEN
Scripture Reading: Eph  esians 1.7

In Him we have red emption throu gh his bl ood, the forgiveness of
rAr U

If you have ever been discharged from a debt you owed or released
from a punishment you were me ant to face, then you can grasp the
ble ssedne ss of being forgiven, aswe learn in toDZ 5 devotional.

The most common New Testame nt Greek word for forgiveness is
aphesis ¢ 3 R Ay which me ans "to rele ase," "to let go,” or "to send
away ."

The primary Hebrew word is nasa ("_+),which means "to lift up" or "to
carry away ."

Together, they describe forgivenessas lett ing a person off the moral or
spirit ual de btincurr ed because of sin.

Forgiven essis God's me rciful action of freeing us from sin's penalty and
debt through the atoni ng work of Jesus Christ and restoring us to a
relatio nship with Him. Forgive ness is also the Spirit-emp ower ed
decision on our part to free others from personal offenses, reflecting
God's graceto a broken world.

Let us consider some truths to help us deepen our conv iction about
Gody great gift of forgiveness.

Firstly, forgivenessis groun ded in the blood of Christ. (Heb 9:22) It is not
cheap V it came at the cost of Jesus' life. The justice of God required the
shedding of blood and Christys death on the cross met that
requireme nt. There can be no forgiveness without the shedding of
blood;andt here can be no relationship w ith G od with out fo rgiven ess.

Secondly, Godys forgiveness is complete and final. (Heb 10:17) When
Christ said, "It is finished" (Joh n 19:30), He was indicating th at the de bt
of sin was paid in full. We are no longer condemned. God does not
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forgive partial lyv He forgives completely. Thirdly, nothing we do can
earn forgivenessV it is God's gift. (Eph 2:8-9) Grace preced es
repentance. It is God's goodness that leads us to repent and turn to
Him.

Forgiven ess is reconciliation. We have peace with God. (Rom 5:1) Sin
breaks fellowship with God and with oth ers, but forgiveness restores
relatio nships. The atonem ent of Christ reconci les a holy God with sinful
humanity.

Also, forg ivene ssis ongoing in our walk with God. (1John 19) We were
justified once-and - for-all when we were saved. But God continues to
forgive and purify us as we confess our sins daily. Forgiveness is both a
past factand a present grace.

Finally, Gody fforgiveness em powers us to forgive others. (Col. 3:13)
Forgiven people forgive peo ple.

What does this mean for us? It means stop striving for that which has
been freely given to you. Let your heart rest in the cross. Refuse to live
in guilt and shame because guilt binds you to your past, while grace
frees you to walk into your destiny. Celebrate your relationship with
your Father and live like one who has be en fully accepted in Christ.

On the oth er hand, do you carry guilt and fear because you feel unsu re
of where you stand with God when it comesto the forgive ness of your
sins? Jesus bids you X% e B NREMatt 1128) and follow His loving
instru ction in John 3:3-5 and Acts 2:38.

CONCLU SION

You are not who you used to beV you are who Christ says you are:
forgive n, redeem ed, and loved. Therefore, walk in the light of
forgive ness and let gr ace shape your life every day.

CALL TO ACTION

Forgive anyo ne in need of your forgiveness today, for when you forg ive,
you demonstrate the character of God and unlock healing in
relatio nships. Confess easily, repent sincerely, and trust fully in His
mer cy each day. Memori ze Matt 6:14 -15

FURTHER READING Colossians 113-14
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WE ARE CHILDREN OF THE FATHER
Scripture Reading: 1 Jo  hn3:1-3 John 1:9-13

See what greatlove  the Father haslavished on us, that we s hould
be cal led children of G oDZ

A displeased client angri ly asked a service provider, "Do you know who
I am?"

In respons e, the service provider calmly called a nearby security
operative and sad, DR ¥ou Aindly assist this gentlema n? It seems he
does not know who he isX

This is a funny but serious remi nder that we cannot look to the world
to define our identity for us. Sadly, many Christia ns do not know who
th ey are in Christ.

WhenaskeDR Xgt e A what ameWefsicome to min d?

For me, | must admit that my first answers have to do with my
eart hly/wo rldly achievements. If we have acquired a few,we feel proud.
If we are not too impressed with what we have achieved, we feel
inade quate . This isindeed the way ofthe world.But for th e child of God,
it need not be so.Astodar ypassage tellsus, this world isnot aspirit ual
environment and therefore does not place a prem ium on who God's
childre n are.However ,in the light of eternity, we need to ask,who really
is who?

From the account of creation, we know that God is the owner of all
things. However, we all lost the right to be called his children because
of sin. (Romans 3:23)

About 2000 years ago, the only human being who had accessto God
and had every right to be called God's child was Jesus Christ and he
came to fix the b roken re latio nship bet ween God and man. Many t ake
pride in their earthly inheritan ce and even mi sbehave on account ofit.
They brag about who their parents are. However, at death, they leave
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it all behind. As God's childre n, our wealth and inheritan ce outlive the
time we spend on earth. We are GoDZ children both in time and
eternity.

How does it feel to know th at your Fath er isthe creator of the heavens
and the earth?

How does it feel to know that he has prepared an ete rnal inheritance
for his own children?

How does this help us deal with la ck or scarcity whi le living on earth?

If earthly fathers know how to give good things to their children, how
much more our H eavenly Father?

How should thisim pact how we live daily?

For me, | have found peace of mind in knowing that if my Heavenly
Father can create and manage the whole universe, my tiny, yet
significant life can never be too much for him to handle. | have
jettisoned fear and worriesin my life just the sam e way Aliko Dangote's

child or Elon Musk's child will not break a sweat over th eir daily needs
being met.

Our Father is able to do way more for us than we can ever think of or
imagine.

CONCLU SION

Those of us who have put our faith in Christ today are indeed Gods
children. There is no distinction between Jesus and us. We have as
much access to God as he do es. Indeed, we have bec ome heirs of God
and co-heirs with C hrist. (Romans 8:15-17).

CALL TO ACTION

So,are you achild of God? If yes,can people tell by how you live? Decide
on onething that will change in your life because of this identity. If not,
what are you waiting for? Decide to seek Him. Only th ose who are born
of God have accessto true wealth and an eternal inheritance.

FURTHER READIN GS: 1Peter 114-16, Galatians 4:6-7, Rom ans 8:14-17
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WE ARE SALT AND LIGHT
Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:1 3-16

You are thesalt of theearth... You are thelight of the world... | et
your lightshi ne before others, that they mays ee your good dee ds
and glorify your Father in he aven.

In our world today, countless things are com peti ng for our atte ntion.
From the moment you woke up, your devices, your work, and the
gen eral noise of life have been seeking to influence your thoughts and
actio ns. It's easy to feel pulled in every dire ction.

But in the midst of this chaos, God speaks a simple ,powerful truth over
you. He has not merely called you to be influenced ;He hascreated you
to be His influencer.

This isn't about gaini ng social media followers or building a personal
brand. It is about embracing the identity Jesus secured for you and I.
When the world asks,"Who are you?" we can answer with confiden ce
rooted in God's Word. Let us reflect on two profound metaph ors He
uses to describe how we are to live out our divine purpose.

Jesus makes a declaration, Xou are the salt of the eart hs Kot "you can
be" or "you will be." You have already been made so. He is speaking
dire ctly to you.

When we thin k of salt, we think of flavor, taste, and preservation. But
salt doe smore than that.It enha nces th e hidd en goodn essin whatever
it touches, causing restoration and healing. This is our first calling as
God's influe ncers. When you inte ract with others, your presence is
me ant to draw out the best in them. God, the Master Chef, places you
strategical ly to:

Enh ance. Like speaking a word of encouragement that helps
someo ne else see their ow n value.
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Preserve. Like upholdi ng integrity in business or in academics,
preventing the decay of compr omise.

Bring healing. Like offering a listening ear to someo ne, helping to
restore their hope.

Jesus also warns us; salt can |l ose its saltiness. In tho se days, salt was n't
always the pure, refined product we have today. It could be mixed with
tastele ss minerals. If this impure salt was left on damp ground or
exposed to rain or sun, the true sodium chlorideV the part that made
it saltyV would dissolve and wash away, leaving behind a worthless
powd er. Its app earance was de ceptive; it looked like salt but had lost
its pur po se.

In the same way, our spiritual effe ctive ness can be Xvashed A 7 A if we
allow worldly values to dilute our faith. Do not conform to the pattern

of this world, but be transformedbyt herenewing of your mi nd. (Rom
122) We may still look like a "Christian,” but we lose our imp act. You
must pre serve your God-given saltine ss by staying grounded in God's
truth, so you can continue to be the positive influencer He has called
youto be.

Next, Jes? r DA Q A A cealier the lighh ofthe world X

Not ice the diffe rence betw een salt and light. Salt works th rough dire ct
contact. Light, however, has an imp act from adist ance. This reve als the
second dime nsion of our influen ce.

Our lives as believ ers should be so distinct that people can see the
diff erence from afar. They should observe how we handle pressure,
expr ess love, and live with integrity, and conclude, XThere is something
differe nt about that per soA sWhile yourrelationship with God is deeply
personal,it was never m eant to be entirely private .Jesus makesit clear;
Let your light r t d A N UtheyAmay see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heave n. He made you a light so that others would see
Him.

Sometimes we make mistakes. We sin or we fall short. In those
mom ents, the enemy plays a highl ight reel of our failures, screaming
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th at we are disqual ified. Thatis alie. If you f eel you ye lost your taste or
your shine, God isready to restore you so you can once again speak for
Him, live for Him, and stand for Him.

CONCLU SION

We are called to influence others for Christ. God's plan for expanding
His kingd om involves His child ren living such compell ing lives th at
otherstake notice and think, "l wa nt what this person has."

CALL TO ACTION

As salt, how can you bring out the God-given value in someo ne else
this wee k?

Ask Godto help yourestore your |l ost "saltiness."

As light, think of one way your public life at work, school, in your
community, oronl ineV can shine and p oint peopleto G od.

FURTHER READING: Colossians 4:6, Philippia ns 2:14-15,Ephesians 2:10,
1Peter 2:9
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WE ARE THE AROMA OF C HRIST

Scripture Reading: 2 Cor 2:12-17

For we are to God thepleasing Ace BA eR >t &dr AU

If you are like me, then you love the aroma of good food. Itys inviting,

isny ik? We usually cany wait to be told XCome and eA A B1the same
way, you will agree that we are put off by a bad smell. Following what
we learned yesterd ay about being salt and light, today we will look at
anoth er important aspect of our spirit ual ide ntity, which is, X o e @o
othersperceive ? r S %

In A e DAreading, Apost le Paul was writ ing to the disciples in Corinth.
In these first two chapters, he was emphasizing on the character of
sincerity and integrity as a mark of Ct cd foNoywrers. Christ Himself set
this exam ple as Paul described when he wrote,

For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preach ed among you by
? r Was not AYN r &\ DANGR& (1:19)Jesus was a m an of integrity. Even His
enemies could testify to this. (Matt 22:15-16) Many people loved Jesus
for who He was and what He stood for. And forthe very same reasons,
He had many enemi es aswell. But one thing was for sure; whet her He
was liked or not, Jesusycharacter was respe cted by all. This should be
our identity as well.

When we come to Christ and His Spirit dwells in us, there is always a
visible diffe rence. We may not even be aware of it, but others do notice.
This is the new creation bestowed on us. If we are not careful howeve r,
we can start to forget who we are. When this happens, we will find
our selves slipping back into our old ways of life, or envying and
imitat ing the lives of th ose around us. However, we are called to be
differe nt.Wher ever we go and whoev er we interact with, we are meant
to spread the aroma of Jesus.
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Some people will love us because they perceive Jer ? rkyndne ss,
com passion, sincerity and integr ity when we are around them. To
them, we are the fragrance of life. A sister told me how, though she is
not the first child in her family nor the most educ ated, her relatives
always look to her when imp ortant decisions are to be made.
According to them, she speaks with Xvisdom from GoD&Gn the other
hand, some people will surely dislike us because our aura remin ds
them of Jesusyjudgem ent and cond emnation of sin. To these, we are
the stench of death. A brother once shared how a former work
colleag ue told him he was a threat to them because he would always
return unus ed office funds while everyone else kept such money for
th emselve s. It is commo n today to see being a Christian in terms of
how XvN Ka&person can pray or how mu ch God is X k A Nr them Bt
that is not g e D3measu re. Instead, the Lord calls us to be men and
women who are sincere in wor ds and actions. We may ask X § t ds
equal to such atar + $v& 16b) No one is. Only through the power of God
can we become His pleasinga roma.

CONCLU SION

We are called to spread the fragrance of Christ everywhe re we go.
What do people know you for? Can they vouch for your character even
if they don ¥y agree with your v alues?

CALL TO ACTION

Hon estly accessyour personal integrity at work, school, in business etc.
Confess any areas wher e you have not lived up to Gody expectations.
Ask a friend to hold you accountable for making change s.

FURTHER READING: 1 John 3:2-3
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WE ARE GOD\s TEMPLE
Scripture Reading: 1  Cori nthians 3:16, 6:19

Do you notk nowthat you yourselvesare g e DZempl eU

Have y ou ever paused to really thi nk about whatit means that you are
Gody temple? We might have heard this so often in chur ch that it
starts to sound redundant. But Paul was making a radical statem ent
when he wrote the words: A Ee Ayawm know that you yourselves are
Goda templeand that God&fdnd edAa DZNAAr dA re?y

Back then, the temple was the most sacred place on earth. It was
regarded as the meeting point between heaven and hum anity. It was
where g e D3presence lived. People traveled from far and wide to
worship, sacrifice, and experience His glory there. Yet, here is Paul,
telling the C hristians of thattimet hatthey dd DZ\weed to look for that
temple anym ore. They were the temple. Imagine how shocking that
must have sounded to his audie nce.

If you think about it, d Aboth humbling and overwhelming. The same
Spirit that hovered over the waters in Genesis, the same pr esence that
filled Solomo ny tem ple with smo ke and glory, now lives in you. He
does ny just visit occasionally or drop by in church on Sundays. He
dwe lIs in you!

That me ans your life isny ardinary. It caA ybe. You carry Gody divinity

within you. Every thoug ht, wor d, and action becomes a sacred space
because GoDZ $pirit is present in you. Thaty why Paul didny atop at
Ah e Badyisthe temple of the Holy Spirits Ke also add ed, AMNb is in
you, wh om you have received from GoDZ/He was remin ding believe rs
th at their bodies V not just th eir spirits ¥ matt er to God. What we do
with our body, how we treat it, and even how we think about our selves

should reflect th at sacred reality.
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No one likes to live in a dirty, chaotic, uncomfo rtable home, do they?
¥ t A mkiyrwhen yourro om or apartment gets m essy, you feel uneasy
until you clean it up and make it feel like a place you can call home
again. Why? Because you know that where you live affects how you
live. Now God says, XYou are where | live X How would that make you
think about your life: your body, your mind, your habits, your choice s?
If you = e ? A Dilgr mte dirt or chaos in your physical hom e, why let
things like bitter ness, gossip, dishonesty or im purity clutter the space
where God dwe lIs?

Making this shift doesAy nequire perfection; only the consiste nt
aware ness that God is inyou. It will ma ke you tre at your self differently
vV with mo re care, mo re reverence, and mo re intentionality. You beg in
to thin k twice before you speak or react, not because someone is
watc hing, but because Some one lives there.

We also need to see others differently, because if we are all the temple

of God,then every person you meet carriessome thing holy. That frie nd,
th at colleague, even the person who annoys you; God has placed His
Spirit within them. How much kinder,m ore patient or respectfu |would

we become if we always remembered that?

CONCLU SION

Finally, brothers and sisters, as GoDZ temple, we must guard what
enters it. Just like the physical temple in Jerusalem wasny mea nt to be
defile d, our hearts and lives should be kept pure, out of love and
reverence. We should keep the temple holy bec ause we love the One
who lives there.

CALL TO ACTION

Let us pray: X - e &k You for choosing to dwell in me. Help me to
live aware of Your presence. Let my life, my thou ghts, my body, my
words all be aworthy h ome for Ye ? s X

FURTHER READING: 2 Cor 6:16, Rev 21:22
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WE ARE A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD
Scripture Readi ng: Ex 19:4-6, 1Pet er 2:4 -5, 9-10

Though the whole e arthis mine, you will be for me a kingdom of
nedNr ar U

From time immem orial, priests were special people who m ediated
between men and the ir God or gods. They offered sacrifices on behalf
of the people, and th ey were intercessors who prayed for the people.
When people wanted to know g e DZwill on a particular issue, they
went to enquire from the priest. In the Old Testament, God appoi nted
Aaron and his descenda nts from the tribe of Levi to serve Him in this
capacity. (Num 3:10) It was a high calling, and no other un auth orized
person or tribe was allowed to carry out this sacred duty.

But God has always had a big ger and more glorio us plan in mi nd. This
is what we see in todA " ¥irst passage in Ex 19. GoDZ desire was that
Israel as an entire nation wou ld be His priests, not just the family of
Aaron or the tri be of Levi.

ryou wi Il be for Me a king dom of priests and a holy nation

God wanted to showc ase His righte ousness and holiness to the world
through the nation of Israel so that people everywhere wou Id come to
know Him and rev ere Himt hrough them.

But thA A §iat all. God was going somewh ere. He has som ething even
big ger on His heart.

Jesus has come as our Great High Priest. He made the ultimate
sacrifice by offering His own life as a ransom for all sins and for all time.
We no longer need the old order of priests to m ake blo od sacrific es on
me ny behalf. (Heb 9:11-14) Jesus isnow the one Mediator between God
and man. (1Tim 2:5)We do not need to go through any X re@ d, Aogson
togetto God.
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Our reading from 1Peter 2 tells us that Jesus has chosen us as His
people. Now, from every tribe and natio nality, not just Israel, we have
become that holy nation and that royal pri esthood.

And what is our prie stly duty? To offer sacrific es of praise and good
works, (Heb 1315-16) To declare GoDZ praises to the world (1Pet 2:9) to
administer Godys grace to others in its various forms (1Pet 4:10) and to
serve our God and Father. (Rev 15-6)

CONCLU SION

Jesus, our Great High Priest has sacrificed once and for all on our behalf
and He lives forever to intercede for us. Do you see g ® DZ&loriou s vision
and your place in it as part of this cont inuing royal priest hood? Broth er
and Sister in Christ, no matter who you are, you are a mi nister f or God.
As priests we are anoint ed to bring God to people and bring p eople to
God. Whatan honour and privilege!

CALL TO ACTION

In your journal, write down what being a priest of God means to you.
Ask God to show you the specific ways He wants you to minister for
Him thisy ear.

FURTHER READING: lIsaiah 2:1-5, Zechariah 8:23, Rev 5:10
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WE ARE SAVED AND BEING SAVED
Scripture Readi ng: 1Cor 1:18, 151-2, 2 Pet 1:511

By this gosp el you are sAW N DZJ
ThereforN Umake every e ffort to con firm your cal ling and el ection.

The day my sinswere washed away in baptism was one of the happi est
days of my life. | told myself | was ready to die and go to heaven to
meet my Savior right away. After all, | was saved! But the Good Lord
had oth er plansfor me,as He has for most of us Hisransom ed children.
So here we are. Though we are saved, we mu st still strive to work out
our salvati on each day. ( Phil 2:12) Why and how do we do that?

In the last few days,we have learned many things about who we are in
God. Even before creation, we w ere chosen. At creation we w ere made
in the very image of God. Though sin caused us to fall, Jer ? finjs hed
work on the cross brought redemptio n. In Christ we are forgiven as
Gody beloved children and in this new identity, we live as GoDZ light
and salt in the world, His aroma, His dwel ling place and His royal
priesthood. God has d one all this f or us. May His Name be praised!

As A e DAreading in 1Cor 15says, we were saved and saved completely

through faith  in the gospel of Jesus Christ. This iswhat is referred to as
X e Jjugtific atioA X(Rom 3:30). After we are justified through faith, we
must be made holy bythe ongoing work of Ge D& r  fiThigjsewhat $s
called X rnAtificatio nx(1Cor 6:11)or Yoeing saveDZbecause it is a lifelong
partnership between us and the Holy Spirit. As we submit to Him, He
transforms us to make us like Jesus.

How does this apply to us as followers of Christ?

Firstly, we must be confident in our salvation. The grace of God has
saved us. ! Nr %acgfice has rescued us. As someone described it, we
have no X e ? andimd balanc N swith the dominion of darkness. When
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we are assured and grateful for this assurance, we can joyfully help
othersto fi nd salvation as well.

Secondly, we cannot be complacent in our salvation simply because
we have qual ified for heaven. The runner cannot be complacent on the
track simply because he or she has qualified for the finals. The
motivation of the cross, the gift of discipling, mentoring, and the
spirit ual disciplines we will learn about next are some of the tools that
the Holy Spirit gives us to help us add to our faith so th at we will not be
ineffe ctive and unproduct ive in our salvation. Then when it is all said
and done, X 7 Mill receive arich welcomei nto the ete rnal kingd om of
our Lordand Sa%¥ de ? &s X

CONCLU SION

Brothers and Sisters, let us remem ber that we have crossed from
darkne ss to light! Having been justifie d, it is g e D&widl that we should
be sanctified. We are saved butthe journey of salvation continues. Are

you still making every effort to add on to your faith? Are you still
wholeheartedly worki ng outyour salvation?

CALL TO ACTION

From 2 Pet 15-7, pick out one or two virtues that you perso nally want
to grow in. Ask for the Holy Spirits help and share this with your
disciples hip partner.

FURTHER READING: Heb 121
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A DAY OF REFLECTION
AND PREPARAT ION

Questions for  reflection from Chapter 2
. 1 Whatresonated with me the most from this cha pter?

2. Think about this truth: X bear Gods image. | am chosen as His
beloved c hild. | am saved and forg ivens isialu 43:16-7)
How does this make me feel?
What should be diff erent in me as aresult of who God says | am?

3. God calls me His light and salt. His Temple, His holy Prie st and
the aroma of Christ. Do | see m yself this way? (Rev 15-6)
» Why? Why not?

LET US PREPARE FOR CHAPTER 3:

Xgo!y GREISWHATWE DOXBY READING
JOHN 13:17

Or visit WhatsApp, Insta gram, Facebook and Tikt ok to view the
introdu ctory vi deos

Lo
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Isaiah 43:1

But now, thisisw hatthe
LORD saysV he who
created you, Jacob, he
who formed you, Israel:
X E e ot fear, for | have
redeemed you; | have
summoned you by
name; you are mine.

TRV
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BOOK

Chapt er 3

WHAT WE ARE ISWH AT WE DO

Loving God with Stre ngth
Spirit ual Disciplines - Prayer and Fasting
Spirit ual Disciplines - Study and M editation
Spirit ual Disciplines - Confession
Spirit ual Disciplines - Sim plicity a nd Generosity
Spirit ual Disciplines - Telling
Spirit ual Disciplines - Celebration a nd Wors hip
Motives VWhy do we do what we do
Habits and Customs VThe imp act of consiste ncy




Day 17

LOVING GOD WITH OUR STRENGTH
Scripture Readi ng: Mark 12 :29-30, Joshua 14:6 -14

Love the Lord your God withallyo ur heart and with allyo ur soul
and with allyour mind and with all your stren gth

= Have you ever asked yourself why God gave us physical bodies? They
are far more than flesh and bones; th ey are vessels through which we
live, serve, and express our love for Him. When Jesus said, X - e Yhl
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strengt hR He
remi nded us that love for God is not just about emotions or
thoughtsV it includes our actio ns and what we do with our physical
energy.

In Joshua 14:6V14 Caleb stands as a living examp le of this truth. At

- eighty -five, he told Joshua, X am still as strong today as the day Moses
: sent me o? A $hose are remarkable wor dsfrom an elderly man who
¥ had endured decades of wilderness wandering. Yet his strength

wasny /mnly physicalV it came from a heart that had remained
devoted to God thr ough every season. Caleb didny} waste his energy
on self-pity or comfort; instead, he channeled it into claiming Godys
promise. That is what it me ansto love God with our stre ngth: to use
whatever energy we have for His glory.

In our young er years, this might look like serving tireles sly in the
church, volunteer ing for missio ns, or simply using our energy to
ma ke a difference for Gody kingdom. As we grow older, it might

show in persist ence, endurance, me ntoring othe rs, and showing up
faithfully even when the body grows weaker. Paul expressed a similar
idea in 1Corinthians 15:10 when he said, X worked harder than all of
them¥ yet not I, but the grace of God that was with B N sHis love for
God energi zed his efforts. He wasA ydtiven by pride or competit ion
but by grace. Grace did not make Paul lazyV it made him active.

Lt
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Loving God with our strength means allowing His grace to fuel our
lab our. Whether d Asmging in the choir, sweeping the church floor,
teaching, preaching, or helping those in need, every act done for
Gody glory b ecomes worship.

And this does ny stop at chur ch doors. Loving God with our stre ngth
exten ds to everyd ay lifeV how we treat our famil ies, the effo rt we put
into our work, how we resist sin, and how we use our time and bodies.
When we lift a hand to help a neighbour, when we push through
tiredne ssto pray or serve, when we work diligently, we are saying to
God, X love You with my strengt hs Every bit of energy spent for Him
is never wasted. As one might say, X ghen you spend your stre ngth
on GoDZ% r rkayeu w ill neverrun out of Gody r emgttax s

CONCLU SION

Loving God with our strength is not a suggestion; it is part of the
greate st commandme nt. Our bodies are not given for indulgen ce or
idlen ess but for active devotio n. True strength is not measured by
mus cles or vigour but by how much of it we give back to God.
W hatev er our stage in life, God calls us to dedicate our abilities to His
servic e.

CALL TO ACTION

Ask yourself, X o e Bhuch of my energy am | using for g e DZDi cide
on one thingy ou will do physicallyt his week to honourt he Lord.

A Prayer - X -rd, help me to love You not only with my heart and mind
but also with all my strength. May my energy, time, and ph ysical
abilities bring You glory. Ame ns X

FURTHER READING: Col 129 Eccl 10:17, 12:1
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPL INES: PRAYER A ND FASTING
Scripture Reading:

Is this notthe kind of f  ast | have chos eA Uto share your food
with the hun gry? - Isaiah 58:6 -9

Jesus often withdrew to lonely pl aces and pray ed. - Luke 5:16

Over the next few days,we will be learnin g about the value of spirit ual
discipline s. What are they? They are simply practi ces that grow us
into Christli keness as we do them consisten tly. Today we will
me ditate on the ancient and very comm on discipline of prayer and
fasting.

In Genesis 4:26 we see the first mention of people calling on God in
prayer. In Ex 34:28 we see the first fast of Moses for 40 days as he
received the commandments. Jesus also fasted in the same way at
the beginning of His min istry.

Prayer is simply sincere and focused communication  with God. In His
presence we can pour our heartsto Him and listen for His guidance
or instruction. Fasting isatime of denying ourselves of food, water or
other bo dily pleasuresin or der to draw closer to God.

You can pray without fasting, but you cannot fast effectively with out
praying. Jesus told usthat some situatio ns can only change through
prayer and fasting. (Mk 9:28-29).

Like the disciples in Lk 11:1, most of us have some idea of prayer
depending on our religious upbring ing. But we must be willing to
learn how to pray and what to pray for as Jesus taught. For example,
as ayoung Christian | learned from mature discipleshow to pray with
the scriptures. | also learned that according to scripture, | am not
called to pray for the death of enemies, but rather for their
repentance. (Matt 5:44, Lk 6:27-28).
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Our prayers should not just be a shopping list of requests. It should
com prise A-Ador atio n; C-Confession; T-Thanksgiving as well as S-
Supplication (A.C.T.S)

Jesus had some regular places and times whe re he often went to
pray and be alone with God. (Matt 14:23-24, Mk 135, Lk 5:16) It is the
same for fasting. We can imitate the LorDZ habit. Some believers
wake up to pray at aregular hour when there are less distraction s. |
know others who have aregu lar day of the we ek/month devoted to
prayer and fasting. A quiet room or your balcony or backyard can
become your sanctuary. Find what helpsyou connectw ith G od.

When we pray and fast, it is not just what we say but who we are that
God looks at.If we harbor unf orgiveness, God wil I not answer us. (Matt
18:3) In Isaiah 58, God tells us th at our fasting should produce acts of
kindness and not just an outward show of Xt ? Bld\ 'l ekem ber a
sister who inspired me with her fasting. She wou ld always package
her meal for that day and give itto the po or inste ad.

Pray with boldness, courage and without doubts. (Mark 11:3-24). Be
self-controlled, alert, wat chful and th ankful. Pray continual ly. (1Thess
5:16-18,1Pet 4:7). Reme mber to pray for your church and nation, for
leaders hip, mis sions, the sick and the needy.

CONCLU SION
May our prayers and fasts draw us closer to God and m ay He answer
all our prayers this year and beyond. Am en.

CALL TO ACTION

Think of two ways that you want to grow in the se two disciplines this
year. Choose a prayer partne r(s) that you can walk with.

Develop a prayer listand ask othe rs for t heir prayer needs.

Decide to join any group praye rs or fasts being organized in your
ministry.

FURTHER READING: 2 Chron 6:19, Acts 4:23-31, Luke 2:36-3
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THE D ISCIPLINE OF STUDY AND MEDITAT ION

Scripture Reading: Jos  hua 18-9

This Book of the Law shallnot depart from your mou th, but you
shall meditate onit day and nigh tU

Today we will focus on another important discipl ine which is studying
and m editat ing on God ys word.

From A e DA ' passage, we read about Jost ? Ayenormous
assignme nt. Leading an entire nation into the Promised Land after
Moses was no small task. Yet, in giving him this daunti ng
responsibility, God handed him one simple but pow erful instru ction:
X © NNy Word close, meditate on it constantly, and obey d AThiéi,
God promised, would be the secret to success, courage, and lasting
strength.

This principle still holds true for us today. g e D&Mord remains the
anchor for anyone seeking directio n,wisdom, and peace.|remember
a time when life felt overwhelmin gV there were decisions to be
ma de, responsibilit ies piling up, and fears quietly whis pering in my
heart. | turned to people for advice and leaned heavily on my own
reasoning, butt he morel did, the less pe ace | found.

One quiet morning, during my devotional, | paused long enough to
tru ly m editate on the passage | had read. In that stillness, it became
clear that God wasny asking me to solve everyt hing alone. He was
calling me to anchor my heart in His Wor dV to study it, meditate on
it, and let it shap e my thinking and choices. That realizat ion ¢c hanged
everything. True strength and courage dony some from our inner
resolve; they come from allowing Gody Word to dwell richly within
us.
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Studying Scripture meanstaking it seriously, sitting with it, reflecti ng,
jour naling, and lett ing it teach us. Meditat ion then takes the Word
deeperV it moves truth from the head into the heart. When we
meditate, the Word becom es part of us. Like a tree planted by
streams of water, we become nourished, stable and fruitfu .

When we neglect Scripture and fill our minds only with the noise of
the world, we grow spirit ually weak, anxious, and easily shak en. GoDZ% r
Word is our lifel ine. We D2 Angeed long hours or theol ogical tr aining
to begin; what matters most is consistency. Just a few honest
minutes each day, a verse refl ected upon, atruth carried in the heart,
and a quiet willingness to listenV can transform our entire outlook.
Over time, His Word strengthe ns our courage, shapes our thinking,
and anchors usin His presence.

CONCLU SION

The Bible is not just another book. It is life, light, and wisdom for our
souls. To become peop le rooted in His Word, we must treat it as
essential, not optional. Do you prioritize studying and m editat ing on
Gody Word each day? Is your strength flow ing from Histruth and His
promises or from your own effort? Whatp ractical steps can you ta ke
to let Scripture dwellmo re deeply inyour heart?

CALL TO ACTION

Make a commitment thi syear to begin each dayin calmness, m aking
room for Ge D3vaice before the noise of life beg ins.Carry a verse with
you, repeating it until it sinks into your heart. Then act on what you
readV show kindness, patience, and faith in small, daily moments.
Surround yourself with Scripture and let it shape your thoughts,
words, and choice s.

ADDITIONAL READING: Psalm 11V3; Matthew 22: 37; Psalm 143:5
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THE D ISCIPLINE OF CONFESSION

Scripture Reading:  1John 1: 8\9

If we conf essour sins, Heis faith  fulandj ust and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unri ghteousness.

When | was younger, | often wondered why confession was
necessary. | thought., X (GBd already knows everything, why should |
still tell Him my sinr SOver time, | came to understand that

confession isnot abou t informing GodV d aapout opening our hearts,
admitt ing our guilt, and allowing tru th to break th rough the walls we
buildinside.

Confession, in its sim plest form, is acknowledging  our wr ongdoing;
our actions, thoughts, and attitudes that fall short of Gody standards.
As followers of Christ, we are called into arelation ship with a God who
is holy, spotless, and blameless. He calls us to be holy as He is holy (1
Peter 116). Tobecome like Him, we must deal witht he sin that stains
our hearts. The first step in that proce ssis confessionV being tru thful
before God and taking responsibi lity for what 7 Nye done. God is not
looking for eloquent excuse s; He desires honesty from the depths of
our being, notm ere lip service.

When we confessour sins,some thing remarkable happens within us.
The burd en lifts, our conscience clears, and our intima cy with God is
restored. Confession frees us from sham e, fear, and the lies that sin
whispers. As Psalm 32:2V3 says, there is joy and relief when we stop
hiding and come clean before God. Forgiveness is not earned, it is
given. Through confession, we make room for His cleansing and
peace to fl ow into our hearts.

So, to whom should we confe ss? Scripture is clear that we first
confess to God (1John 19; Psalm 32:5; Psalm 512V4; Daniel 9:4\5). He
is the One wh ose laws wNy Y¥bidken and wh ose grace we need. Yet,
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the Bible also tells us to confessto one another (James 5:16).This may
include those whom & Nwe wro nged or trus ted spiritual com panions
who can help us heal, reconcile, and stay accou ntable. Over time, |
have learnt that accoun tability strengthens this disciplin eV it helps
us remain honest and overcome the many hindrances that try to
silen ce confession.

But A N Abg honest, most of us doA yfind it easy to confess. Pride is
one of t he greate st barriers. Sometimes our position, age, or sense of
spirit uality make us feel too X k ¢ b xadmit failure. Have you ever o
thought, X aople look up to me; how can | Qe ARN Or Bethaps
yo? y WsNuggled with fear of betrayal; you are worried that your
confession might not remain confid ential. For others, d Athe love of

sin itself that hinders confession. We minimi ze our wrongs by
com paring them with others, saying, X! least mine isny shat k A D& X
But before God, sin is sin, wheth er big or small. Proverbs 28:13
remi nds us, X § t e Nitdheeals their sins does not prosper, but the
one who confesses and renouncesthemfi ndsmercr s X

CONCLU SION

Unconfessed sins slowly erode our joy, peace, and relationship with
God. The good news isthat confession restores.When we spend time
in g e D&resence throu gh prayer, wo rship, fellowship and reflection
on His Word V we fi nd the cour age to be honest before Him.
Confession is not aritual of shame but apathwayto becoming whole
again.

o

CALL TO ACTION

Ask yourself what hinders you m ostwhen it comestot he practice of
this discipline. Surr ender th at obsta cle to God in prayer. Have a time
of confession and refreshinginy our small groupt his week.

FURTHER READING: Psalm 28:13; Psalm 32:M\5; Luke 15:18/19;Psalm
38:17V18
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THE D ISCIPLINE OF SIMPLICITY AND GENEROSITY

Scripture Reading: Eccl esiastes 4:6; 5:15, Luke 12:13V21, V34

Everyone comes nak  ed from theirmo tt N c@omb, a ndas
everyone comes, so  they depA ca U

Simplicity is first a state of mind ¥V one that is free from complex ity
and clutter. It reflects a heart that has learnt contentme nt, finding
peace with little so th at what is available can be shared freely with
others. But why do we call simplicity a  discipline?

As we often say, nothing good comes easy. Discipline requires
training, sometimes even discomfort, to achieve something

wort hwhile. According to the Merria m -W ebster Dictionary, discipline
is XA A dthaf Adrrects, molds or perfects the me ntal facult ies or
mo ral characters Choosing to live simply is therefore a spiritual
journey that shapes us into the likeness of Jesus, who embodi ed
simplicity H imself.

Christ left the riches, splen dor,and glory of heaven for the m odest life
of this earth, so that throu gh His poverty we might become rich. (2
Cor 8:9) He delib erately cho se to live simply an expres sion of divine
gen erosity that poured blessi ngs on us all.

In Luke 12, we read of | Nr %mcyunter with a man who wanted his
share of an inheritance. Intere sting ly, the Lordy response was not
abo ut the fairness of the request but about the deeper desire driving
it ¥ the hunger for mo re.He then told a parable of a man on the path
of luxury, materialism, and self-indulgence who had drifted away
from simplicity and was no longer conte nt with what already met his
needs. Litt le did he know that he would enjoy nothing of what he had
laid up f or himself.
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Living a simple life hel psus focus on what tru ly matters ¥ our calling,
our priorities, and our relationship with God. When we embrace

godline ss with contentment, as Paul writes in 1Timot hy 6:6V10, we
discover that it is truly X feat f A ¢, Naving food and clothi ng should

be enough, he reminds us, for the craving to be rich often leads to
nee dless pain and distraction. A simple and generous life also opens
the door to peace and reduces the chaos that comes from endle ss
striving. If one or two cars me et your R A B d, &ransportati on needs,
why buy athird? If atwo- or thr ee-bedroom home provid es adequate

space, why | ong f or mor e?

Generosity isthe natural fruit of a life being shaped into the image of
Christ. We can give in many ways, with our money, time, atte ntion,
servic e, or even wor ds of enc ouragement. The real question is: how
are we, as followers of Christ, reflecting His generosity in our daily
lives? How does it show in our homes, our workplaces and our
neighb orhoods?

CONCLU SION

Living gene rously is not somet hing that happens by chance; we must
deliberately make that choice just as Christ did. It does not depe nd
on ourwealth buton our willingne ss.Whether we have mu ch or litt le,
we can decide to live simply and give freely. This inte ntio nal way of
life mir rors the heart of Jesus and keeps us rooted in what truly
count s.

CALL TO ACTION

Take time this week to look around your home. Is there somet hing
you have in excessoran itemy 0? y ¥ N /ed m a®ngtime? Give at
least one of such things to someone in need.Let your simplicity open
a door of ge nerosity.

FURTHER READING: Eccl 4:6, 1 Tim 6: 17V19; Acts 9:36V41;Acts 10:1v4
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPL INE: TELLING
Scripture Readi ng: Deuteronomy 6:20V22, Mk 5:18-20

r ot Npour son asksy ou, XWhat is the meaning of the
radn?AAnde Ar R DNOadNim: AVeDdek ddvesr &f
Phara ohin Egyp tr X

The story of God has always been passed down through XA MK & X

Parents were instructed to recount to their children how God
delivered Israel from Egypt. This act of teling was not only for the
childreny faith but also for the parents them selves, remin ding them
of Gody r B dMahdaTo tellisto rehear se, and in rehearsing, we are
transformed. Every time we recount Ge DZ&work, His truth takes
deeper rootin our own hearts.

Jesus conti nued this call in the Great Commission, saying in Matthew

28:18V20, Go and m ake disciples of all nationsr teaching the m to obey
everything | have commanded you. Telling is at the very centre of
disciple -ma king. When we share Godys story with others, we are not

mer ely passing on information ¥ we are procla iming a reality th at
shapes us as mu ch as those who hear it.

The story of the demon possessed man in Mark 5 illustrates this
beautiful ly. After his healing, he was told by Jesus, Go hoB Nrand tell
how mu ch the Lord has don e for ye ? sHis testimo ny was both a
declaration to othersand a confirmation of his own new identity.

Simi larly, in John 4:7V30, the Sam aritan woman enc ountered Jesus
and ran to her town saying, X ®me, see a man who told me
everything leverdids [k telling, her shame was transformed into bold
witne ss. We also see in Acts 84 and 1119V20 ordinary believers,
scattered by persecution, sharing the good news whe rever they
went. Their hardship became a platform for testimo ny, and as they
told t he story, their own cour age and faith de epened.
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Even Paul saw telling as a discipli ne that shaped him. In 1Corint hians
9:27, he de scribes how he disciplines his body so that, after preaching
to others, he him self would not be disqualified. For Paul, sharing the
gospel demand ed integrity and self-control ¥ it kept him
accountable to live wh at he proclaime d.

So how does telling transform us? First, it reminds us of Gody
faithfulnes s. Every time we recount His story, we relive the reality of
His grace. Second, it strengthe ns our faith; wh at we confess with our
mouths reinforces what we believe in our hearts. Third, it keeps us
humble and dependent, since we must embody the me ssage we
declare.

Finally, telling turns us out ward. It push es us beyond self-focus and
conne cts us to g e DAnirssion in the world. When we share what God
has done in our lives, we particip ate in His work of renewal and
salvation, im pactingt hose around us.

CONCLU SION

The story of God wiill cont inue t hrough eternity, yet He has entrusted
us to carry it in our gen eratio n.In tel ling, others hear and believe, but
we too are renewed, transformed, and anchored in the gospel we
proclaim.

CALL TO ACTION

This week, share your story with a brother or sister who may need
strengthening. Consider mom ents wh ere God has been faithful and
let your testimo ny encouraget hem in their faith.

Share the story of your deliveranc e and salvation with some one you
know who needs Jesus. Let your testimo ny inspire and challenge
themto seek Him.

FURTHER READING: Ps 145:3-4, Acts 8:4, 11:9V20
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THE D ISCIPLINE OF CELEBRATION AND W ORSHIP
Scripture Reading: Psa  Im 145:1v7 (NI V)

| will exalt you, my God the King; | will praise yourname forever
and ever. E veryd ay | will praise you and extol your name for ever
AADZ NW Ncr

Worship is honoring, revering, and regarding God with deep,
extrav agant respect. It is more than aritual. Celeb ration and wo rship
are vital spirit ual disciplines that nurture our relationship with God.
They help us recogni ze His greatness and unending goodness and
they draw us into a deeper connection with Him. Through our
worship, people around us are remi nded of Gody faithfulness and
glory.

David the psalmist knew God in an intimate way ¥V the sheph erd
truly knew his Shepher d. How about you? Does this psalm reflect
your daily worship ? In our mod ern lives, it is easy to complain about
gover nment ineffi ciency, reckless drivers, ungrateful relatives,
financial hardship, illness, and more. Yet, it is far sweeter and
spiritually enriching to bless others with stories of GoDZ goodn ess.
Celebrating His faithfulne ss, even in ordinary circumsta nces,
strengthens our hearts and inspires those around us.

One may ask, X § t isworship and celeb ration consider ed a spirit ual
X DApli®N, % $he truth isthat too often,we are expressive in worship
only when we experience visible answers to prayer, forgett ing the
uns een victories and ble ssings we take for gran ted. It takes discipline
to praise God in bad times as well as in good. Perhaps we should
rem emb er whe re the Lord brought us from when He called us into
His kingdom, making us a royal priesthood and granting us the
privileges of sonship. Thinking of people around us who are less
privileged than we are will also deepen our g ratit ude.
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Job remin ds us that wors hip in times of hardship trans cends
circumstance s. It stems from a heart aligned with Gody will and
demonstrates the discipline of trusting Him, even when life is
challe nging. Likewise, Paul and Silas in Acts 16:22V26 show th at
worship can lead to miraculous outcomes. Genuine wor ship
transforms our circumst ances and inspires those who witne ssiit.

Daily wor ship should be our priority. When we start the day in
gratit ude, recogni zing our eter nal home in heaven,it sets the tone for
a life of celebration and reverence. It aligns our hearts with Godys
pur po ses and remin ds us of His constant presence and provision.

CONCLU SION

Spiritual discipline through celebration and worship enriches our
faith journey. We are called to honour God with reverence, celebrate
His greatness, trust Him in trials, and expr ess gratitude consiste ntly.
A lifestyle centred on worship transforms our hearts and influe nces
the lives of those around us. Wh en we cultivate this discipl ine, we will
learn to live in co ntinual awareness of GoDZ r fness. DZ

CALL TO ACTION:

Think of one way that your celebration and worship of God can
transform your life and that of those around you in 2026. How can
your generation commend g e D&wor ks to another, as Psalm 145:4
suggests?

FURTHER READING: Job 1:20-21, Psalm 95:6; Luke 17:1VI9
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MOTIVES: WHY DO WE DO WHAT WE DO?
Scripture Reading: 1 Chro  nicles 29:16-17

I'know, my God, that You testthe he art andare pleased with
integri ty U

Wow! Can you believe 7 Ny ¥ndde it to Day 24? Over the past few
days, we have focus ed on doing; that is, the int ention al actions or

- disciplines like prayer, study, genero sity, and confession that help us
become who we are meantto be in Christ.

But before we take another step, we must talk about the engine
behind all th at effort: our motives. If the heart driving our actions is
impure, even the most righte ous act is spoiled. Today, we face a
spirit ual emergency: ke eping our hearts in check.

The spiritual habits we practice are meant to mature us in faith. Yet

we have to be real: how can we guard our hearts so that these

spiritual actions dony tdecome sources of pride, competition, or
S 4 com parison? Think about your daily actions. Are you praying longer,
studying deeper, or giving more to feel superior to someone else?
Thatist he danger Jesus warned us about in Matthew 6:1:

o

Be careful not to practice your rig hte ousness infro nt of o thers
to be seen by them.If you do, you willhave noreward from  your
Father in heav en.

This is a tough warning! Seeking human applause forfeits GoDZ r

ble ssing. Pride is a silent thief, subtly distorti ng even our best
inte ntion s.

I recently realized how danger ous this heart issue can be. | noticed |
was stru ggling with takin g corre ctions, training, and even han dling
trials because | approached everythi ng defensivel y.1 Qe ? A Dadcgpt
the counsel of the wise. What was the root cause? Pride. Pride
became the filter through which | inte rpreted everything V it only
allowed what made me comf ortable, twisting wrong into right in my
eyes. That is terrifyin g! Pride slows spiritual growth; it resists
consistency in righte ousness, humi lity, and m eekness.

o

Lt
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As human being s, we are excellent at deceiving ourselves. We think
we are acting for God, but often when we go deeper, we see thatit is
mo re for comfort, validation, or applause. That is why the ultimate
judge must be God, who alone sees the reality of our hearts.

As Proverbs 16:2 reminds  us: Alla persony r G Arr rr N®B n? &N
them, but motives are weighed by the Lord.

The good news is that breakthroughs are possible. Once | took time
to trace and confront the root of my heart issues, | was set free.
Suddenly, corrections made sense, rebukes felt like love, and advice
became pools of wisdom. | could hear and appreciate the voices of
close friends th at had once seemed muffled. That is wh at happ ens
when our m otives are realigned.

So, what motives does God bless? He blesses the pure motive V the
one that seeks His approval alone and focus es on becoming the
Christ -like person He wants usto be.

CONCLU SION

We must keep fighting the good fight to guard our hearts, our
attitudes, and our words. It is when our hearts are fully surre nd ered
that wh at we do is truly blessed, and our spirit ual discipline bears
fruit.

CALL TO ACTION

Len ypray the YSearchxprayer toget her and ask God to remove every
tra ce of prid e, defensiveness, or com pari son from our hearts as we do
whatwe d o:

ASearch me, O God, and know my heart;test me and know my
anxious thou ghts. Seeif thereis any offensive way in me and
lead mein the way NW NaEA A r (Pgali 138:23y24)

FURTHER READING: 1Cor 4:5
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OUR HABITS AND CUSTOMS VTHE IMPORTANCE OF
BEING CONSISTENT IN WH AT WE DO

Luke 4:16V17a; Jeremiah 35

...onthe Sabbathday He went into the synagogue as was His
custe B U

Habits and customs shape who we are, wheth er for better or worse.
For most people ,consist ency in any daily practic e can be challeng ing,
yet it is essential. In learn ing about the different spirit ual disciplines,
we are remi nded that becoming requires action,not just knowledge.

We may know what is right, but with out consistent applicatio n, our
growth stalls.

In Luke 4:16V17, we see that Jesus was accusto med to going to the
temple and reading the scroll. His regularity in worship and
engageme nt with Scrip ture mo dels the power of routine. Similarly,
the Rekabites in Jeremiah 35 are examples of steadfast consistency
across generations. They faithfully adhered to their ancestor
! & A A DZAidstructions even when many around them had turn ed
away from God. Their comm itment reminds us that consistency in
godly living brings divine recognition, honour,and blessing. It builds
inner stre ngth, credibility, trust and a reputati on that others can
vouch for.

It is by consistently practicing the spiritual disciplines V prayer,
fasting, study of the Word, and so on ¥V that lasting transformation
takes place. These discip lines are not me re rout ines; they shape our
hearts to reflect Christ and to bear the fruit of the Spirit such as love,
joy, peace, and patie nce.

| rem emb er undergoing surgery a few years ago, after which my
mus cles became weak and needed continual exercise to regain
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strength and balance. | nitially, | to ok the exercises for gr anted since |
could walk, butl didny regame the agility and strength | desired. Only
when | became consistent by cycling six times a week did | notice
significant improv ement. This personal experience remi nds me that
knowledge alone brings some benefit, but true blessing comes
through persiste nt ap plication. We build our reputation and id entity
through the habits we cultivate. Just as God comm ended the
Rekabites for holding to their family traditions and Cornelius for his
gen erosity and praye rs, He will honour the consistent practice of
godline ssin our lives.

CONCLU SION

The call to consistency is ultimately a call to disciple ship ¥ to become
a doer rather than a mere hearer of GoDZinstruct ions. What will the
constant pra ctice of spiri tual discipli nes produce in your life?

What are you known for? Which habits need to become custom ary
in y our personal | ife, fami ly, or community?

CALL TO ACTION

Focus on one spirit ual discipline, commit to practicing it regularly,
and pr ay for the grace to make ita habitth at defines you.

Pray, X ord, help me to turn my knowledge into action, my inte ntions
into habits, and my habits into a consistent walk with You. May my
life reflect the discipline, faith, and devotion that honour Your name.
Ame n.

FURTHER READING: Job 1:5(Job) Acts 101-2 (Corn elius)
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A DAY OF REFLECTION
AND PREPARATION

Questions for  reflection from Chapter 3
1 Whatresonated with me the most from this Chap ter? (Jn 13:17)

2. How can g e D&word dwell in me more richly? How can my daily

% walk w ith God get Deeper and stronger? ( Col 3:16)

3. Do | have any struggles or issuesthat | need to open up about and
get help? Isanyt hing holding me back from doing so? (2 Cor 6:11-13)

4. Is there any X Nieg® baggA f Nthat | should get rid of - wheth er
phy sical, emotional or even mental, so | can live simpler this year?
How can | be generous in my situation? (Lk 12:27-34)

5. Whatis my story? Whois one person | can tell itto? (2 kings 7:9)

6. How can | have an attitude of gratitude no matter what? (1Thess
5:16)

b 3 7. Whatis one godly habit Iwant to be known for with out being proud

or seeking praise.

LET US PREPARE FOR CHAPTER 4: X ! y Cé ulN GHRISy xBY s
READING EPH 4:13-15

Or visit WhatsApp, Insta gram, Facebook and Tikt ok to view the
introdu ctory vi deos

o

Lo

£ 4 POWERSERES#15 76 THEART OF BECOMING



A PRAYER

Just for today, help me God to
remember that my life is a gift, that
my health is a blessing, thatth is new
day is filled with great potential and
that | have the capacity to bring
something wholly new and unique
and good intoth is world.

Just for today, help me God to
rememberto bekind and patient
with the people who Ilove me and to
those who work with me.

Teach me to seeallt he beauty that |
so often ignore and to listen  to the
longing of my own soul.
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Chapt er 4

MATURING IN CHRIST

On to Matur ity VThe Call to Gr ow
Denying Your self VJesusystand ard of Discipleship

Understanding Gr ace and Truth - The Balance
Permissible not B eneficial VGiving upy our rights for the sake
of somNe A Naith
Attaining Go dly Wis dom
Stand ing A lone VHolding toyour convictio ns
True Gr eatness VHumility
Learning f rom Failure
Letting Go VForgiven ess
Forged in the Wilderness VGods trainingint ough times
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LET US GO ON TO MATURITY:
RENEWING OUR DESIRE TO LEARN AND GROW

Scripture Readi ng: Hebrews 6:1-3, Matthew 5:6

Therefore, let us move beyond the el eme ntary teac hings about
Christ andbe takenf orward to BAA ? ced md Gdd permiting we
will do so.

Like an apprentice learning a craft, follo wers of Christ are called to keep
grow ing. Real spiritual growth looks like a chd A PHysical growth: an

incr easing appetite  signals life. When our appetite for ge D& r

righteousness dims, we stop developing. We become steady but
immature.

Hebr ews 6:1V3 warns a community stuck on basics, unable to move
from spiritual milk to solid food. The com mand Yo on to maturin ' is
both correction and hope V a challenge to leave found ations behind
and press forward into deep er under standing and practice. Maturity
me ans wholeness in Christ and depends on Gody enabling, so our
effort always lives alongside g e DZArace.

Matthew 5:6 blesses tho se who Yhunger and thirst for righte ousnNr r s X

That language point sto an inte nse,life-sustaini ng longing, not a casual
inter est. When hung er for righte ousness burns in the heart, it drives a
disciple from intr oductory knowledge to active, courageous
disciples hip.

These two passages help us to see a clear formation path. First, we
must cultivate an inner hunger for right eousness and then we must
pur sue structur ed gro wth that moves us beyond the basics. This is not
just about learning more inform ation; it is about being rema de so th at
disciples hip shapes our thin king, character, and actio n. Christ is the
Bread of Life and the Living Water who satisfies that hunger and
powers our growth.
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Watch a child: when appetite stops, we act quickly. In the same way,
if our spiritual appetite falters, we must respond with the same
urgen cy V prayer, holy practic es, teaching, mentor ship, and patient
dependence on God. The Spirit invites us to a life-steadying cycle:
desire aw ake ned, faithful walking, con tinuous renewal.

Read Hebrews 6:1v3 and Matthew 5:6 again slow ly. Notice the shift
th ese passages ma ke from basic comfort to insatiable pursuit. Ask God
to change passive belief into active, hungry devotion that produces
fruit, resists false teaching, and presses toward the hope of
resurr ectio n.

CONCLU SION

Hunger for right eousnessis the engine for our spiri tual tran sform ation.
To grow and mature, we must have both desire and disciplined
form ation. We need to depe nd fully on GoDZ grace while practicing
steady spirit ual habits.

CALL TO ACTION

Ask yours elf these re-orienting questio ns:

1 What tru ly stirs my heart when | pray or read Scrip ture? Isit comf ort,
duty, or afierce hungerforGo dy r d, fsheasRe ?

2. What one small, consiste nt practice wou Id awaken or deep en my
appetite for God? ( daily Scripture, silence, service, conf ession etc.)

3.If God enlarged my hunger for righteou sness, what differ ent choices
would I start m aking this week?

Write down your answers. Share these with an accounta bility partn er
or with your small group membe rs.

FURTHER READING: Luke 8:15
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DENY YOURSELF VWE MUST TAKE UP OUR CROSS DAILY

Scripture Reading: John 12:23-26, Luke 9:23

Anyone wholoves theirli fe willloseit, while an yone who hates
their lifein  this world willke epit fore tern allife

u/ Ae BBl ythe prevailing attitude isalways Xt AnipitforBNSx s ,
Even in church, people make decisions based on what will benefit
them most. In the thir d quarter of 2025, the body of disciples meeting

in a hall in Ogba, a subu rb of Lagos, had a challe nge getting funds to
settle rapidly increasing rents. Membe rs were given the option of
joining one of the three nearby assemblies. Decisions and com plaints

of many members compel led a sister to ask an obvious que stion: yAre

we onlyin church whenit doesnotcostus mu ch interms oftime and
resourcNr S Yy

.tg"

Most times, dying to self seems easier in theory than in practi ce. The
> two scriptures today compel disciples of Christto a daily commitment

of self-denial and sacrifice, echoing the mystery that to truly live, we

must first  die to self.

Here, Jesus reveals the paradox that loving one s life in this world
ultimately leads to losing it, but hating oney life here, denying selfish
desires, secur es eternal life (John 12:25). This "death" is not physical
death but the daily spirit ual discipline of letting go of selfish ambitions,

pride, and ease to embrace G od's greater purpose.

Taking up the cross is avivid met aphor for the daily bur dens, sacrifi ces,
and sufferings that come with following Christ. It calls for daily
readiness to face har dship, persecut ion, and the surrender of personal
desires. This is not about asceticism or merely giving up comforts in
order to X Brn¥ salvation, but about a transformed life that places
Ched r wily above all else. Denying oneself is a decisive refusal of
worldly attac hments. It is an ongoing daily choice to "put to death"
anything that separates us from GoDZ path. Jesus Himself embodied

Lt
%
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this principle from his birth to the cross. He empt ied Himself of divine
privilege, lived humbly, and embraced sufferi ng as the pathway to
redem ption. His journey to the crosswas a journey of selfless love and
obedience to the Fatherys will. Jes? r liffe showed the ultimate wisdom

of sacrifice in aworld that celeb rates power and self-intere st.

Denying self transforms our character and priorit ies. Pride gives way to
humi lity, a desire for control yields to trust in God, and entit lement is
repla ced by gratit ude. We experience the new life in ChristV a life of
fruitfulness, purpose, and eternal reward. The seed that falls to the
ground and dies ends up multiplying and producing mu ch fruit for
Gody kingdom.

Jesus assures us that those who serve Him faithfully will be hono red by
the Father. We are never alone in this battle. Our crosses, though
heavy, are pat hways to g race and pe ace.

Disciples hip is a lifelong jour ney of coop eration with GoDZ $pirit, who
empowers us to live beyond selfishness. Following Jesus me ans
sacrificing time, resources, reputation, and sometimes comfort. It
me ansserving out of love rather than for reward and rema ining faithful
in trials.

CONCLU SION

The invitation to deny oneself and take up onN ycross daily isthe heart
of authentic disciple ship. It demand s ongoing repentance, humility,

and surrend er. This is how we find abunda nt life in Christ. Just as the
kernel of whe at must fall and die to produce much fruit, so too must
we em brace the mystery of dyingto self tolive ful I' d A girg@dns

Each day brings fresh opp ortunities to choose Christ over self, to bear
challe nges with grace, and to follow faithful ly the O ne who carried the
Cross for us all. In d oing so, we participate in the divine parad ox: dying
with C hristto gain eternal life, bearing H is cross to share in His glory.

CALL TO ACTION: Ask the Lord for renewed strength today to carry
your cross and follow H im.
FURTHER READING: Rom ans 12:1
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Xgé! >AMID§'/éCVd/5'(
BEING BALANCED AS A CHRISTIAN
Scripture Reading:  John 1:14

gN t A% N r Nidhy\theogthry of theonea nd only Se A Gull of
grace and trut h.

b~

One of the mo st beautiful descriptions of Jesus is that He came X RIDf
grace and trut hs &race without truth can become em pty tolerance;
truth without grace can become harsh judgm ent. But Jesus held both
in perfect harmony ¥ He loved sinners without approving of sin, and
He spoke the tru th with out losing com passion.

As His followers, we are called to walk in that same balance. To live a
tru ly Christl ike life, we must allow the Holy Spirit to shape our hearts so
th at our wo rds, attitudes,and actions begin tomirror! Nr 2 r y s

Balance isny about perfe ction V d Aabout being Spirit-led, grounded
in truth, and overflowing with grace.Many of us naturall ylean one way:
some of us emphasize truth so strong ly that we forget grace, while
others show gra ce so freely th at th ey neg lect truth.

I can relate V as ayoung Christia n,|leaned he avily toward truth.| was
quick to judge and slow to extend grace. But as uvg matured in faith,
uy %eBlrned to hold both togeth er ¥ to stand firm in truth while
showing compa ssion. Spirit ual maturity is found where grace and
truth meet, where we love people enough to tell them the truth and
love truth  enough to sp eak it gently.

In John 8, when the woman caught in adultery was brought to Jesus,
He said, X , N d, adio Naendemn yo? Rskowing grace, but then add ed,
X g mow and leave your life of sinR% &N W tNiANK &p#ud didny A N
her sin, but He didny grush her with condemn ation eith er. Grace
restores;tru th transform s.Grace welcom es people in; tru th leads them
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forward. When we allow the Holy Spirit to work within us, our
responses begin to reflect that same balance V merciful yet firm,
gentle yet honest, com passionate yet un comp romising. As Paul wrote,
X figpk the truth in loW N §Eph esians 4:15) That is how Christ is formed
inus and how we candemonstrate the heart of Jesus to a lost world.

Becoming more balanc ed and Christl ike is a lifelong journey V one
th at deepens aswe grow in both grace and trut h.

Here are two ways to nurture t hat growth:

Keep Your Eyes on Jesus:(Hebrews 12:2) True balance isny achieved
by willpower but by closeness to Christ. Practice: Spend time daily in
prayer, wor ship, and reflection. The more you look at Jesus, the more
you become like Him.

Walk in the Spirit: (Galatians 5:25) The Holy Spirit gives us wisdom to
know when to be gentle and when to be firm. Begin each day with this
prayeri Ho/ Spirit, g uide my wor ds, reactions, and choices today X

CONCLU SION/PRAYER

Lord Jesus, th ank You for being the perfect exam ple of grace and tru th.
Teach me to walk as You walke d, to love deeply, to speak tru thful ly, and
to live humbly. Help me to be gentle without being weak, firm with out
being harsh, and loving without com promise. Fill me with Your Spirit
so that my words and actions reflect Your heart ¥ full of mercy, yet
faithful to Your Word.Make me balanced in my faith, steadfast in truth,
and overflowing with grace. May Your Spirit guide me daily and make
me m ore like You every day. Amen

CALL TO ACTION:
Ide ntify y our weakne ss in the area of balancing gr ace and truth. Invite
God and trusted believe rsto correctand shape yo u.

FURTHER READING: Matthew 1129, Mark 10:20-21,James 1:19
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PERMISSIBLE BUT NOT BE NEFICIAL:
TRADING MY FREEDOM FOR i A § MA | MYARTH.f

Scripture Reading: 1 Cori  nthians 10:23-24

You say, und er gracet herearenorules and wNa &N t&kdoN N
anything we please? Not exactly. Because not everything

promotes growt hino thers. Your slogan, A2 N4 &N A AtAdd: NDZ

anything we choosefi &nay betrue ybut not everything causes the
spirit ual adv an cement of others. (the Passion Translatio n)

The freedom we have in Jesus Christ as His followers is a precious gift.
This freedom calls us away from legal ism to a relation ship rooted in
grace and love of God the Father. But even with th at, we are saddled
with responsibil ity, and we must be guided by the living word of God.
Our freedom must prom ote righte ousness a nd peace.

In dressing, appearance, speech, food consu mption, actions and
behaviors, certain things might be widely allowed and accepted, but
the qu estion for a follo wer of Jesus is, Y ut wise, productive or spiritually

fruin R? A& if a lifestyle, attitude or conduct is X grmis sg k Ad¥ X

socially accepted, it may still be harmful if it leads to destru ctive
behavior or enslaveme nt to sin.

Beneficial a ctions on the other hand, lead to hol iness and love, and do
not cause harm. If a habit or choice restricts the ability to love God
wholeheartedly or serve God and others faithfu Illy, then it is not
profitable.

What is the effect of your person al character on others? You may have
the right to do somet hing, but does it cause anot her person to
stumble? If so, wisely reconsider that acti on out of reveren ce for Christ.
The goal is for us to build others up in love (Rom.1210).In Luke 17:1-2,
Jesus warns that X r A ?IBd bloct r will inevita bly come, X k 2woe to
the one through whom theycomes ¥r ? wgrd against the one who
causes others to stumble is strong. ¥So watch yourselve sk (Luke 173).
He is our perfe ct exam ple of laying down His rights. XThis is why the
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Father loves me, because | freely lay down my life. And so, | am free to
take itup af A ¢ @ohn 10:17-18).

Apostle Paul underst ood what it meant to make a midcourse
correctio n, and his passion to see people reconciled to God gave him
the willingness to approach each situation in a case-specific manner.
Becoming all things to all people (1 Cor.9:22), Paul relinquished his
rights and gave himself completely to the purposes of Christ. His
adm onition in Col 3:17 isa guide f or us,

Whatev er you do, (no matter what it is)in word or deed,do everyt hing
in the name of the Lord Jesus (and in dependence on Him), giving
th an ks to God the Fathe rthrough Him.(Am plified Versio n).

CONCLU SION

An impo rtant mark of spiritual maturity as a Christian is when you are
able to volunt arily give up some rights or freed om for the benefit of
others. Actions that prioritize Gody rglory and benefit the spirit ual
health of others are beneficial. On the other hand, actionsthat lead to
phy sical, emotional or spiritual bondage undermi ne genuine freedom
and must be avoide d. Habits that domin ate thoughts, finances or
health can become idols, displacing God. We are called to not use our
freedom as an excuse for sin or to indulge in selfish desires, but inste ad
to serve God and ot hers with love and humi lity.

CALL TO ACTION
Drive, eat, drink, dress, act, reaca rdo everything with the freedom God
gives through Christ Jes us, and in away t hat benefits othe rs.

FURTHER READING: 1Corint hians 9:19-23; Rom ans 6:15-23.
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ATTAINING GODL Y WISDOM
Scripture Readi ng: Jam es 3:13V17; 1Timothy 6:20V21

Uthe wisdom that com esfromhe avenis first of all pure; then
peace -loving, consi derat e, submissive, full of mercy and good
frui t, imp artial and sin cere.

When |think of wisdom inrelat ion to God, my mind immediately goes
to King Solomo n. (1 Kings 3) When God offered him what was
essential ly a blank checkV anything he desiredV Solom on chose to ask
for wisdom rather than long life, wealth, or victory over his ene mies.
Because of this choice, God notonly granted him exceptio nal wisdom
but also blessed him with all the other things he did not ask for. This
tells me that seeking to attain godly wisdom is both noble and deeply
ple asing to God.

Many people like to display wisdom through elogu ent speech or clever
words. Yet, James 3:13V17te ach es som ething very differ ent. It remi nds
us that wisdom, from GoDZ perspective, is not shown by what we say
but by how we live. True wisdom is evident in a life marked by purity,
peace, gentleness, subm ission, mer cy, impart iality, and sincerity.

This understanding from the Scriptures challenges me to pause and
refle ct: If others were to describe me, would they use the above
attributes? Would my life, when observed from a distance or discussed
in my absence, bear the marks of godly w isdom?

What about you? What do you think would be said about you in
relation to th ese attributes of godly wisdom? In 1Timothy 6:20V21,Paul
warns believers to avoid godle ss chatter and ideas that contradict the
truth of GoD&W ord. This tells us th at godly wisdom can not coexist with
worldly t hinking or emp ty argume nts.
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So, as followers of Jesus Christ, what part do we need to play in
attaining go dly wisdom?

Firstly, we need to und erstand what it isV and what it is not. Godly
wisdom is humble, peace-loving, and rooted in truth, not in pride or
self-glory. Then we should seek it above all other blessings. Like
Solom on, we shou Id value wisdom moret han wealth or status. Finally,
we need to do our bestto let our wisdom be seen morein how we live
than in what we say. A wise life speaks louder than wise words.
We must conti nually ask ourselv es: X ghich speaks louder to those in
my circle of influence ¥ the things | say orthe way u A d W NS x

CONCLU SION:
As we continue to learn and walk with God, attai ning His wisdom leads

us to grow and mature in Christ V the centr al theme of this chapter.
To mature in Christ simply m eans becomi ng more like Jesus in the

way we t hink, speak, and a ct.

Seeking godly wisdom is a lifelong journey. As we let Gody Word and
Spirit transform our hearts, guide our choices, and influence our
actions, we not only gain more understand ing but also reflect His
character more fully. In doing so, we show that we are truly grow ing
and m aturing in Him.

CALL TO ACTION:
Take amom ent to specifically pray to God for Hiswisdom to guide your
thoughts, speech, and actions so that understanding of him will be
evid entin your life.

As you navigate your day, wee k, and beyond, pause regu larly to pray
for Gody guidance so that His wisdom can continual ly be reflected

in all you thi nk, say and do.

FURTHER READING: Proverbs 4:5V7, Psalm 11110
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STANDING A LONE:
THE STRENGTH OF PERSONAL CONVICTION.

Scriptu re Readi ng: 1Kings 18:22-24, 36-39, Matt 26:55 -56,
2Tim4:16-18

ThenElijahsaid tott NBG Au AB At N heAdds prdphetse
left, but Baalh as four hund red and fifty proph ets.a

As we journey through our Christian life we will experience mome nts
when we must stand alone because we choose to stand for what is
true. These are moments when our character is tested, and our faith
challenge d. As disciples, when we cho ose to stand alone in obe dience
to the word of God, it isa demonst ration of a pow erful and unwavering
faith. The Bible is reple te with stories of people who stood alone for
righteous ness and in doing so stood with God.

1Kings 18:2224, 36V39 tells us about how Proph et Elijah stood alone
agai nst 450 prophets of Baal at atime that Israel had turned away from
God . Elijah was confide nt that thou gh he was physically alone,God was
there with him. When you are in the midst of family and frien ds who
teach false doctrine, do you speak up or feel intimida ted by their
number? Your personal conviction while standing alone can lead them

to God.

Matth ew 26:55-56 also tells us how the disciples of Jesus dese rted him
and fled. The same people who walked with him and witne ssed the
various miracles he performed. Imagine your close friends deserting
you on some truth you believed in and stood for? The feeling of being
alone can be scary but the conviction that God is with you restores
hope and confiden ce. Jesus stood alone so that we would never have
to be alone. When others abandon you or misund erstand your
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obe dience to God keep walking in your calling as your obedience will
bear eternal fruit.

In 2 Tim 4:16-18, rather than a feeling of rejection or hopelessness, Paul
held on to God and acknowl edged His supp ort and strengt h.His focus
was on proclaiming the me ssage that was entru sted to him. What is
your focus when it seems like everyone has left you? When we agree
to meet in our small groups to share our faith and no one shows up, do
you also withd raw for fear of being alone? Pauly conviction did not
come from support from others or a gospel that was popula r, his
conviction came froma deep relationship w ith Christ.

As an undergraduate several years ago, a friend once offered to help
me secure a bed space wher e | was not entitled to one and was ready
to do all the paperwork whic h I knew was false even th ough everybo dy
was doingit.l had to refuse h is offer,choosing to stay some where else
in spite of the incon venience. My friend was initially offended by this,
but he later came torespect my convictio ns.

CONC LUSION:

Standing alone is dif ficult withou t persona | conviction .It requ ires living
by tru th even at a cost. It sometimes dem ands that you stand when it
is easier to sit, speak when silence is safer, and act when it is more
convenie nt to be indif ferent, it is a show of courage led by the Spirit
through obedie nce to the word of God. Elijah, Jesus, and Paul were not
strong alone but strong with God.

CALL TO ACTION:

When you feel outnum bered remember Elijah, when you are
threatened and tem pted to turn back, reme m ber Jesus, and when you
feel de serted, remem ber Paul. Their stories are proof that we can ma ke
the difference with our personal convictions when  we stand alone.

FURTHER READING: Josh 19, Is 4110
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BECOMING TRULY GREAT

Scripture Reading: Matthew 23: 1-12; Isaiah 66:2
Uthe greatest amo ngyou will be your ser vant.

When we thin k of greatness, most of us imag ine succe ss in its lo ude st
form ¥V wealth, fame, power, or influen ce. We picture people who
feature on televisi on int erviews, stand on the pulpit to preach, hit the
big screens as super stars; lead organizations as CEOs or occupy
impo rtant political offices. From our early years, the world teaches us
to measure greatness by visibil ity and status: the higher you rise, the
greater you are.But as | read the Bible, | enco unter a striking revers al.
God's id ea of greatn essdoes not climb upward; it bends downward. In
fact, with God, the way up is dow n. Jesus turn ed human logic upside
down when He told Hisdisciples, XThe great est among you will be your
servant. For those who exalt thems elves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted." (Matthew 23:11-12). In that
state ment, He redefined what it me ans to be great in God's Kingdom.

True greatne ssisnot found in lording over oth ers, but in serving them.
It is not about how many people honour us, but about how many we
quiet ly lift up.

A perfect exam ple of this can be seen in the life of Jesus Himself. The
Son of God V the Creator of heaven and earth V knelt to wash the
dusty feet of His disciples. No crown, no throne, no applause ¥V just a

towel, water, and humility. Th atis gr eatn ess in God's sight.

| once read a simple story that further illustrates this beautifully. A
church janitor ,who had worked behind th e scene sfor decades,passed
away. At his funeral, the chur ch was packe d. People stood and shared
stories ¥ how he prayed for them when no one else knew they were
strugg ling, how he fixed broken chairs, stayed late to clean after
servic es,and left small notes of encouragem ent. He never stood on the
pulpit, but thr ough his quiet service, countless lives were touched.
Someo ne said, "He may never have preached aserm on, but his life was
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one." That man may have seem ed ordinary in human eyes, but in
heave n's record, he was truly great.

Isaiah 66:2 reminds us that Gody favour is with those who are humb le
and contrite in spirit. God is not impr essed by the things that impr ess
us. His gaze is drawn, not to prestige or strength, but to the heartth at
bows | ow before Him and is in awe of His Word.

This is where maturity begins. In earlier stag es of faith, we may be
driven by exciteme nt V by doing things for God, serving, achieving
and learning. But as we mature, our focus shifts from doing to being
imitat ing Christ's nature of humility, patien ce, and quiet strength.
Matur ity is when we no longer serve to be seen, butwe serve because
love com pels us.

James captur es it perfect ly: "Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up" (James 4:10). The lifting, the recognit ion,
the fruit ¥ all come in God's time, not ours. The truly mature believer
no longer grasps for position but trusts God to exalt when and how He
chooses.

CONCLU SION

To become truly great is to let go of the world's ladd er and emb race
Christ's towel; to trade am bition for service, pride for surrender,
app lause for obedience. Greatness in God's Kingdom is not about
being above others; it's about holding them up in love. This is the
great ness that reveals a life steadily maturing into the likeness of
Christ.

CALL TO ACTION
Serve someo ne today.

FURTHER READING: Psalm 2 5:9, 1Pet 5:6
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LEARNING FROM FAILURE: A PATH TO MATURITY
Scripture Reading: Pro verbs 2 4:16 2 Corinthia ns 7:8-11

For though a righteous person falls seven times, they rise agai nUV
Proverbs 24:16

Failure is an inevitable part of life, and it is a universal human
experience. We all face setbacks, disappointme nts, and failures at
some point. As we navigate the com plexities of life, we often wonder
why God allows us to m ake mistakes, to fail, and to falter som etimes.

During seasons of XA d, X ?itaddNelpful to keep in mind that maturity
and growth often come thr ough the experience of adver sity. Failure is
oft en a catalyst towards developing resilien ce, characte r,and maturity.
In addition, our mistak es serve as oppor tunities for learning and
impr ovem ent.We can become better versions of ourselves. Failure can
help us recognize our limitat ions and thus drive us deeper in our
dependence on God which in turn fosters a closer relationship with
Him.

In order to learn and mature through the pain of failure, we must

acknow ledge our mistakes and accept responsibi lity. Be humble to
recogni ze your role in the failure and take respon sibility for your
actions. If there is sin involved, turn to God in repent ance and confess
your sins, seeking forgiv eness and restoration. Paul comme nded the
Corint hian disciples because even thou gh they had failed in certain

areas, they were now eager to make things righ t. Always learn from
your mista kes. Reflecton whatwentw rongand how you c an imp rove
in the future. And reme mber, do not go-it-alone ,instead, seek support
and guidance by surro unding your self with sup portive people.Seeking
guidance from God and trusted mentors isan imp ortant lifel ine during

diffi cult times.

It is very impo rtant to avoid the common pitfal Is that characterize a
wrong response to failure. Denial and blam e-shifting lead to a refu sal
to acknow ledge your role in the failure. Blaming others only trapsyou
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in stagn ation and guilt which,if left un checke d,can lead to despair and
ho pelessness. This negative cycle will conti nue to spiral downward into
emotio nal tur moil and spirit ual darkness. When we realize that we
have sinned or fallen short, the sad account of Judas in Matthew 27:3-
5 is a reminder to steer clear of such wrong responses. Instead, we
should engage in healthy self-refle ction in ord er to break the cycle of
repe ated failures and prolonged stagnation (Prove rbs 26:11).

The next time you realize that yo? y Wri\essed up - own up to it -and
see it as an opportunity to foster humility, develop resilience,
strengthen your weaknesses, grow in godly character and cope with
future challenges. It is impo rtant to also reme mber that you are not
the only one who struggles. Your experience can help you show
com passion and understanding so that you can empathize with othe rs
who face simi lar struggles (2 Corinthians 13-4).

CONCLU SION:

Failure is not the end;it's a steppingst one to growth, maturity, and a
deeper relatio nship with God.By responding to failure in a healthy way,
we can learn from our mistakes, deepen our spiritual sensitivity, and
mature in our faith. As Proverbs 24:16 remin ds us, "though the
righteous fall seven tim es, they rise again ." May we approa ch failure
with humility, seeking God's guidance and wisdom to learn from our
mista kes and emerge stronger.

CALL TO ACTION:

Confess your failingsto God. Pray daily for His help to ov ercome.
Speak with a godly friend; share your challenges and confess any
weakn ess or sins that you need to overcome. Ask him /her to hold you
accountable and pray for you as God helps you to work through these.

FURTHER READING: Prov 26:11Acts 3:19,
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LEARNING TO LET GO
Scripture Reading: Gen  esis 45:4-5

Then Jos eph said to his brothers, ACome cl ose to BN V@A Ind
now, do not be distressed and donot beangry with yourselves for
selling me here, becau se it was to save livesth at God sent me

aheadof ye? Ua

This scripture is a powerful remin der of what it m eans to ge nuin ely
forgive. If we look deep er into this story, we will see that it was
pointing us to t he red emption story of our Lord Jesus C hrist; the
story of forgive ness and GoDZ r nenNe A e  rtund@ex N\
circumstances to fit into His will a nd purposes.

Just like Joseph, in Gen 37:5-7, who was sharing the good news of his
dreams to his brothers, Jesus too, in Luke 4:18-19 came to declare the
good news to his people. In both instances, their message was
rejected. Josen t yhrothers questio ned his dream in Gen 37:8 Mis
broth ers saidto him, A E you intend to reign over us? Itwas the same
way the people questioned Jer ? r glaim and authority in Luke 4:22,
A wnéa mis dosepha r etheyasked y y

Ultimately, they were rejected and done away with by their own people
John 111YHe came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him .& dosept y brothers sold him with the inte ntion that it
would lead to his death after initially thr owing him into a cistern to die
Gen 37:19-28. Jesus was sold for thirty piec es of silver and handed over
by his own people to the Roma nsto be crucified Acts 2:22-24.

The mystery behind the story of Joseph was revealed in Jesus. In Gen
45:5° Joseph affirm ed to his brother s,* do not be distres seDZ becau se
itwas to save livesthat God sentme ahead of you.d

Jer ? swfering and cruci fixion also led to our salvation Acts 2:36. It was
to save us, that Jesus suffered and died.
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W hen Joseph came fact -to-face with his brothers, it all made sense.

All the hurts, betrayal, years of trauma, separation from his beloved

father and the years of his youth, lost to slavery away from his people

hurt deeply. Yet Joseph came to the realisation that those dreams he

t ADZ 2e? KDZ ANWNa& t AWN kNNA R?ARJAANDZ ¢R t
ordeals. And in that moment, Joseph saw beyond himself and saw

what God had achieved through all the pains and hurt. It made

Recf W AF AADZ ANAAGAFT Ffe AtN Edfta OtedQ
him, but he made the right choice.

In Luke 23: 34 when Jesuswas on the cross staring down on th ose who
had bet rayed him, He said, Af A A tfokjdv@ the m, for they do not know
whatth eyare de g AFf Va a

| too have experienced hurt and pains.ly W N to&ABKe a choice to let
go. With prayers, talking about my hurts and the help of the Holy spirit,
God gave me peace.

CONCLU SION:

Imitat ing the heart of Jesus in fo rgiving th ose who have wronged us is
a crucial mark of spiritual maturity. Forgiving is never easy, and God
knows. Yet consider what good can God bring out of the hurt. Let the
assuran ce that God blesses forg iveness strengthen your resolve to let

go. .

CALL TO ACTION:
What hurt are you still holding on to? Talk about it. Pray for the Sn g cd Ay r
helptodo what Jesus would have you do.

FURTHER READING: Mark 11:3, Eph 4:32, Col 3:13
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Day 35

FORGED IN THE WILDER NESS

Scripture Reading: L uke 4: 1-15
' Nr ? wéb led bythe Spirit into the wildern ess where for forty
dayshe was tNBn A NDZ

In reading the accounts of Jer ? teypt ation, | have often wondered o
why the Bible expressly says that it is the Spirit that led Jesus into the
wilder ness. Why was that? What was g e DZurpose for sending Jesus

th ere?

2

The wildernessis a dry, empty, desert Mike land with nothing bright or
invit ing about it. Can you relate to a time when your walk with God
seemed like a barren land? You were going through the motions of
disciples hip quite alright, but the joy of salvation had ceased. Maybe
this is whaty ou are expe rien cing right now. Ta ke heart!

You may be wrestling with God over the way He has chosento answer
(or not answer) som ething you have been praying about. Or you may
be strugg ling to accept GoDZ dire ction in an imp ortant area of your o
life. You may have experienced situatio ns that have made you pull
back and question things about yourself or your relationship  with
others, about Go d, His church or your faith in g eneral. Again, it may be
a time that you see yourself trying to avoid facing fears or painful
expe riences that the Spirit is saying you need to deal with in order to
get help and healing. Men and women of old went thr ough such times
as well. Because we are all different as GoDZ ahildren, the expe rience
of this X Dzparched A A ADiK be different for each of us. One brother
described it thus, X § ten | lost my job, I lost my joy. | felt God was not
showing up for me as| expected .But thi seventual ly became adefining
mom ent for my faith. Before then, | wou Id say | knew ab out God. But
it was in that desert of lack that | came to know Gods At some point
we all have faced or will face defining moments for our faith Va time

Lt
Q
\

£ POWERSERES#15 97 THEART OF BECOMING



Lo

when we are at a crossr oad with only two options - either to pull away
from God orto draw clo serto Him.

Think about Jesus in the wildernes s. There was no food, no water, no
fello wship, no mir acles to perform and no crowds to praise Him Vin
short, there was nothing encour aging. He struggled between

considering A A A Ajigyr offer or relying still on the God who seemed

to have left him d esolate ina lonely and dangerous place. Jesus chose
Gody will and we can learn from our Lordy examp le. The wilder ness is
Gody m aturing classroom. The lesson we learn there is the lesson of
total surrender. We learn to pray like Jesus X erd, not my will but yours
be donNsand to let go of our dependence on the enco uragement of
speedily answered prayers, the presence of awe some friends or the
security of gre at accom plishme nts. Instead, God is invit ing us to take
our relation ship with Him to ade eper level.

CONCLU SION

The wilderness is a phase that we must pass through if we are to
become mature and fini sh the race marked for us. Though we may not
feeA g el®dng presence int hose seasons, He is at work in us and for
us. Let us be dete rmined to learn the lesson of surrender that this
experience is meanttot each us.

CALL TO ACTION
Take time t oday to pr ay a prayer of personal sur render to God.

FURTHER READING: Ps 42, Matt 26:39
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2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7)

A DAY OF REFLECTION

AND PREPARATION

Questions for  reflection from Chapter

4

W hat resonated with me the most from this cha pter?

How has my spirit ual appetite bee n? (1Pet 2:2)In general,am | more
or less hungry f or God? If necessary, how c an | im prove this?
Where do I need to be more balanced with grace and truth or with
what | prefer and whatis of benefitto those around m e? (Eccl 7:18)
What will it take for me to follow Jes? r fgrmula for being wise and
being gre at. (Prov 3:7)
In what areas do I still need to deny myself? Wh ere do I need to take
a stand on my conviction even if no one else agrees with me?

Whatdid I|learn fromt hatre cent failure /setb ack?

Is there anyone | have a grudge or feel bitter towards? What will |
do aboutit?(Heb 12:15)

LET US PREPARE FOR CHAPTER s I X =NUNGAWH AT GOD
WANTS USTO = M3BY READING | SAIAH 64:8

Or visit WhatsApp,

POWERSERES#15

Insta gram, Facebook and Tikt ok to view the
introdu ctory vi deos
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Cor 13:111

When I was a child, | ta Iked
like a child, | thoug ht like a
child, I reasoned like a child.
Whenl becameaman, |
put the ways of childh  ood
behind me. For now, we
see only a reflectionasina
mirr or; then we shall see
face to fac e. Now | know in
part; t hen I shall kn ow fully,
evenas| am fully known.
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Chapt er 5

BECOMING W HAT GOD W ANTS US TO BE

Molda ble and Bendable
Refined as Gold
Purp ose Driven

Always in Gody Presence
Gody Artwork

BOOK




Day 36

Lt

MOLDAB LE AND BENDABLE
Scripture Reading: Jer  emiah 18: 1-5

Thisis the word that came to Jeremi ahfrom the LORD: AGo down
to the pottNcEar t entdtHér@! il give you, my message .ASo, |
went down tothe potterdr t e ? r Ndaw AifD&owking atthe
wheel. Butthe p ot he w as shapi ng from thecl ay was marred in o
his hands; so, the pot ter formedit into another pot, shaping it as
seemed b est to him.

Have you ever seen a potter or craftsper son at work? | have,and d A&y r
fascinating and intriguing process firstly because of the skillful
mov eme nt of the pottec yhands and secondly because of my interest
inthe objectthatis gradual ly taking shap e.

Charles Stanley wrote that we are either in the process of resisting
Gody truth or in the process of being shaped and molded by it.® His
wordshold two powerful truths .The first isthat God is constantly active
in our lives, gradually shaping us, like the masterful potte r. This is
reinforced in Isaiah 64:8, A! A&, O LORD, you are our father. We
are the clay, and you are the pot ter. We are formed by your han dV &

The second truth isthat we sometimes resist Gody hand in our life. The
clay doN r Najways adhere to the poa A Nigrde d design . Sometime s,
the work must be pressed back down to its orig inal form and reshaped.
In the mome nts where we resist, we stop being moldable.

We see a clear exam ple from the Israelites in Num 9:15-23, of what it
me ans to be bendable .During their exodus, they moved only when the
LORD instructed them to and follo wed His comm ands to the lette r.

At the Lorp& comm and the Israel ites set out,and at hiscomma nd
they encamped. As long as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle,
they rem ained in camp .Sometimes the cloud was over the

3Charles F. StanlegHowto Lsli Sy (G2 D2REé HAAHD -

POWERSERES#15 102 THEART OF BECOMING



Lo

taber nacle only a few days; at the LorD& rcommand they would

encamp, and thenat his command they would set out.Sometim es
the clouds stayed only from eveni ng till morning, and when it lifted

in the morni ng, they set out.Whether by day or by night, whenever
the cloud lifted, they set out.X

Obedie nce is only half the solution. The full answ er is revealed in the
details. The Israelites followed Gody commands to the letter
irrespective of the challenges of the time s. This is what it me ans to
surrender your self to the expe rt hands of the Creator.

CONCLU SION

As disciple s, we are in a journey of change and transformation to
become like Jesus, the auth or and perfecter of our faith. We must trust
th at He, the expert, is shaping us to be the ideal version of ourselves, fit
to face the ¢ hallenges that | ife will th row our way.

Only through acknowledging the need for Gody rexpert hand,
recogni zing that each fold, each bend and each carving is done out of
His imme nse love, can you be prepared to spend eternity with Him.
Will you lety ourself be both moldable and bendable?

He desires that you work with Him to achieve this amazing
transformation  so th at you can be a presentable and useful instrument
for great works, to the gl ory and ho nor of His Nam e.

CALL TO ACTION

Can you identify areas in your character and min dset that need
moldi ng and renew ing?

Ask God to help you submit yourself to the awesome plan He has for
you.

FURTHER READING :Luke 9:21-23,57-58, Luke 14:33,John 12:24 - 48
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Day 37

REFINED AS GOLD

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet 1:3-7

These have come so that the proven genuine ness of your faith y
of greater wor th than goldU may result in glory, praiseanh onor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.

2

On day 35, we learned from Jes? r gxperience in the wilderness.
Yesterday we learned about how we must become moldable and
bendable in the hands of our Maker so that he can perfect His pur pose
in our lives.

Today we will focus on the outcome of Ge DZpruning process by

learning some thing about gold. If you know about the refining of gold,

you will agree that it is quite an intense process. No one would like to

put on gold inits unrefined state. It looks like alump of dirt. But when
- it is passed throug h inte nse heat, the impurit iesin it are separated and
rem oved. The Pure gold can then be made into bars or attractive
¥ jewelry.

Todar yscripture describes our faith as something worth far more than B
gold. But, like gold, for it to be proved genuine it must passthrough
purifying fire. This fire could be hardships, trials, perse cuti ons, testi ng,
humbl ing, betr ayals, doubts, disappo intme nts and many others.

Are you looking forward to heaven? To an eternity with G od where we
will shine like stars and where there will be no more strugg les or
sorrows? | am! Our journey from here to that glorious destination is a
journey of placing ourse lves in Godys loving hands for Him to make us
ready.

When we allow ourselves to be refined by GoDZ hand, out of that

~ 7 inte nse heat, liket he heated gold, a transf ormed person emerge s. We
are still the same outwardly, but our spirit, char acter and inner man is
radi cally different. Wha ty the difference?

Lt
Q
\
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First, we will become surrendered to God. Wher eas before, we want
God to do our will,now, we will de sire GoDZ/wil | in every situation.

Also, we will become healed inwardly. When you have a wound, that
part of your body is vuln erable. It bleeds easily, hur ts more and is more
susceptible to infection s. It is the same when our heart has been
woun ded.

We easily get angry, afraid or hurt. Some of us have wounds from
before we came to know Christ. Some of us were wounded even in
Gody kingd om.And some of us have woun ded ourselves through our
own sinful or foolish actions. Whatever the case, God wants to heal us
so that we can worship and serve Him wholehear tedly; th at is, with a
whole and healthy heart. The refining fire of Ge DZword, honest
discipling, confession, repentanc e, confronti ng issues and resolving
them may be un comfortable at first, but we are blessed in the end. We
can give and forgive where it used to be hard to do so. We become free.
And not only that, we will become a channel of ble ssingto otherswho
need Ge DZ ralirig Noo.

Anoth er blessing is that we will become aware of our wort h. Gold
needs no advertiseme nt. Its worth is univ ersal. In the same way, when
God refines us, we will be convinced of who we are to Him. We will
know our true wort h. We can be confident and remain at peace. We
wony need to get praise from people or rely on our perform ance in
order to feel wort hy of GoDZ/love and accepta nce.

CONCLU SION

Gody refining fire is necessary for our faith to be proved genuine, but
it is well worth it. We will shine brighter than gold in this life and we
will be ready to spend eternity with himint he next.

CALL TO ACTION
Pray through Psalm 13 today. Ask God to search you, test you and
refine you f or His glory.

FURTHER READING: Mal 3:2-4
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A LIFE OF PURPOSE
Scripture Reading: Acts 20:34

However, | consider my life worth nothi ng tome, ifonly | may
finish therace and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given
BNU

Have you ever pond ered the phenome non of lifeys purp ose? Do you
have an answer? Finding your purpose is a powerful catalyst for
transformation.  You will gain clarity on what is truly imp ortant to you,
and this will spark a chain of change reactions. ¥8ecom ¢, A fwkll then
be a purpose driven transit ion which is never too early or too late to
em bark on.

Today we read @A ? Aprds in an emotionally laden farewell speech to
the Ephesian Elders in Miletus. Paul was a man who had clear
under standing and deep convi ction about accomplishing the task
assigned him by the Lord Jesus - the task of preaching the gospel of
the resurrected Christ. He was we |l aware of the risk to his life on this
missio n. His audie nce must have been stunned by his aud acity in the
face of possible death which isthe ultimate sacrifice anyone can make
in pursuit of a life mission.

Pauly rfaithfulness was well established. He had suffered horrible
expe riences on many mission trips.(2 Cor 11:3-29) Once,he was stoned
by the Jews and left to die only for the same bruta lized man to resume
preaching in the next city once he had been revived by the disciples.
(Acts 14.) This incredible level of faithfulness to a purpo se and mission
canonly be imag ined by many of us in our ge neration.

When we are irrevocably sold out for a purpose, we can surmount even
the mo st difficult hurdl es.My wife and | had assum ed from the first day
of our marriage that we would offer our home for shepherdi ng
disciples and helping those who had accomm odation issues. Our
pur pose was to provide akind of love that is diffi cult for most people to
offer; an act of benevolence that keeps giving and is laden with
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protracted inconve nience. Counting of cost has been ongoing in the
face of scarce resour ces, limited space and particularly the bad
behavior and ingratit ude of some. However, we are thankful that m ost
of those who have lived with us left our home spiritually better than
when th ey cam e.

As Christians, heaven is our goal. And we are on a mission in pursuit of
this purpose. Howeve r, God has given us different talents to function
effe ctively in specific endeavorsforbuilding up th e church community.
When each of us is fully living out our God-given purpos e, the church
inturn fulfi llIsher mandate on earth.

CONCLU SION

In Eph 4:1213 God tells us wh at | believe is the ultimate goal of the
project of becoming what He has purposed for us to be both
individually and collectiv ely as His n Ne n AANat we may attainto the
whole measure of the fullne ss of Ct & d, MayVydur purp ose be crystal
clear before you so that you can run with perseverance the race God
has marked out for you.

CALL TO ACTION:

Reflect on your values, passions, and strengths.

Ask God to help you disc ernyour life's purpos e.

Focus on what alignsw itht hat purpose and with eter nal values.
Let go of distr actio ns.

Draw inspiration from Paul's determi nation, pressing on through
obstacles to fulfi Il your pur pose.

=A =4 -4 =2 -4

FURTHER READING: John 10:10, 2 Cor 11:3-29, Heb 12:1-3

A > K A gyRpurpose. What is the why behind everyt hing you do?
When we know this in life, it is very empoweri ng and the path is
clear AW Jack Canfield.

Athe my stery of human existence lies not in just stayi ng alive, but in
finding s ome thing to live foce WaFyodor Dostoe vsky
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ALW AYS IN HIS PRESEN CE
Scripture reading: Ex 34:27 -29, 1 Cor 1:9

11
¢
[

fer NrU 2Ar Aean AZAEN At Aa tdr RAON
spoken with the Lord

There is a popular notion that when two people live together long

enough, they start to look alike. I am not sure if this is always true, but o
the point is a valid one  Vwe become like who we spend the most time

with.

Moses had spent forty days and nights on the sacred mountain, alone

with God, receiving the stone tablets of the ten commandments. He

was not even aware that his countenance had become radiant. Such is

At N dBnAoOa R kNgA? dA geDxr na&Nr NAONs
As we mature in our walk with God, He desires that we have an

intimate relationship with Him on a minute to minute basis. This is

nt Ah dr OAKKANDZ XnaeAoadOQdAf At N na&ENr NAQON
make ordinary everyday moments a sacred experience with the Lord.

Imagine talking to God while sitting in traffic instead of complaining.

Or practicing praise while washing dishes and tidying the house. Think

about praying for different people as you pass by them on the street. o
Or using the opportunity to bring Christ into your next business
conversation. God is not only present in our formal worship, such as at

church on Sunday. He is just as present in every daily activity. We can

learn to live our lives continually in His presence and make our hearts

His dwelling place.

You will agree with me that as disciples of Jesus, we love fellowship.

There is something unique and special about the uncommon bond we

share. 1 Cor 1:9 tells us that this fellowship is what we are called to enjoy

with Christ Himself. We can spend time with the Lord 24/7! We can

enjoy

4 Brother Lawrege. The PPactice of the Preserce of God.Epworth Pres. Landon.
Originallypublished 1692. e
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His divine presence. What a privilege! If you were to spend a whole day
with Jesus, what would you talk about?

- NAcGAgA?P Ae AGWN AASArr A geDFr n&ENr NAQI
out. It brings peace and contentment as the bible describes in

Philippians 4. When our constant focus shifts from ourselves to God,

anxiety and restlessness lose their power. Our joy comes from simply

being aware that God is near, regardless of any external circumstances.

gN OAA RAON AcdAAr 7dat RAdat kKkNOA?r N &N
become children of humility and gratitude. Because we are conscious 3

of always being with God, we recognize how much we depend on Him

for big things as well as small. We are in continuous communication

with our Heavenly Father and we develop a spirit of thankfulness in all

situations; whether good or bad. This is what Jesus called us to in John

nsf¢ AtNA oN rAdDZ X! kd DN dA TNx

CONCLU SION

We will become more and more like Jesus as we learn to live always in
His presence. God wants us to live a life of worship where everything

we think and do is an act of devotion to Him and we begin to
experience the peace, contentment and joy of unbroken fellowship

with our Maker.

CALL TO ACTION
For the next one week, take up this simple spiritual practice .

a) Find a place of quietness or take a prayer walk

b) Recite Psalm 23

c) List 3 worries you have and present them to God

d) List 4 things you are thankful for and present these to God

Think of different ways that you can practice the presence of God in
your own daily life activities. Share with your small group members and
encourage one another in this.

FURTHER READING: Gen 5:21-23 John 135-39
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BECO MING GOD & ARTWO RK
Scripture Reading: Ep  hesians 2:10

For we are God s work ma nship, cre ated in Christ Jesus todo good
works, which God preparedin adva nce for us to do.

Every work of art seeks to imitate life, but you are different. You are a
mast erp iece formed by the hands of the Creator Himself. In Ephesians
2:10, Paul gives us avision that helps us re-access how we see our lives:
We are God sworkm anst d nTieAGreek word he uses,n e d,1 Brfeans
fa thing madN sor fa work of ace A5 i% where we get our English word
poe m. Imagine that your life is God®& poem, written with intentio n,
rhythm, and b eauty.

God does not create by accid ent. Every color of your personality, every
texture of your experiences, even the shadows of your struggles are
bru shstro kes in His grand design. You are a masterpie ce in progres s,
crafted, refined, and continuall y shap ed to reflect the heart of the
Arti st.

But there is more to the verse: created in Christ Jesus to do good
wo rks V Bhis tel Is usthat God& artistry has pu rpose. He did not craft you
m erely to exist, He created you to expr ess Hislove thr ough the way you
live. The fgood worksXPaul speaks of are not checkl ists to imp ress God
but refle ctions of His grace already alive in you. When you encour age
a friend, create something me aningfu |, forgive som eone, or Ilift
som ebod y® spirit, you are displaying the colors of God& kingd om on
the canvas of everyday life.

Through Christ, God also restores what was broken. Like a master
restorer repairing a damaged painting, God is an expe rt at renewing
the image that sin once deformed. Your faith jour ney is His r estoration

proje ct. He will take whatever has been marred and bring it back to
brilliance. Sometimes, you may look at your life and only see the
unfinished parts, the rough edges, the areas that feel incomplete. But
the Artist sees the masterpie ce already taking shape. Every season,
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wh ether of joy or trial, adds depth and texture. In the mo ments you
surren der control, you allow the Divine hand to complete its wor k.

Becoming God& artwork is not about perfection, it& about
par tici pation. You are both the canvas and the co-creator, walking
han d in hand with the One who designed you into existence. Each day
is another oppo rtunity to let Him write His  story through you.

CONCLUSION

As we conclude our devotion als this season, pause and look at yourself
through God& eyes. Remembe r:you are His work in progress. You are
His pod, 1 B Ai§ living art, His unf olding poem, His refle ction of grace
and beauty in aworld that needs it. You are becoming who He wants
you to be. Let your life tell the story of the Artist who never stops
creating, red eeming, and revealing beauty in unexpected places.

CALL TO ACTION

Take a quiet mome nt this week to ask yourself: Where in my life is God
still pad A A d AMagbg He is refining your patienc e, restoring your
conf idence, or rewriting your story after a difficult chapter. Do not rush
the process, master pieces take time.

Look for one way each day to reflect the colors of His grace in your
wo rld, through kindnes s, creativity, or courage. Let your words become
bru shstro kes of hope. Let your actio ns display the evid enc e of divine
craft sm anship.

Walk boldly as God®& living artwork, c reated to rev eal His beauty in the
everyday.

FURTHER READING: JAMES: 1.4 Rev 21:5, 9-11
Lord, thank You for creating me as Your master piece. Help me to see
m yself through Your eyes and live each day refl ecting Your grace.May

my actions, words, and c reativity become brushst rokes of Yourlo vein
this world. Amen.
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A DAY OF REFLECTION

Questions for  reflection from Chapter 5
) Whatresonated with me mo st fromt his chapter?
2) X! rpeon,w hoamlbeQe BgAf JASAEDZE" Sx
(2 Cor 4:16) Ask yourself. Ask someone wh o kno ws you. What
is good about what you see? W hat is not?
3) X gt Aanea(s)of my life do I need to surrender mo re fully to
God this yN A c Srk1224)
4) Whatwou Id that surrender | ook like?
POWERSERES#15 112 THEART OF BEEOMING
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What we are is
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What we
become is our
gift to God.

~Hans Urs Baltha sar
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