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PREFACE

Five years ago the first edition of the “Power Series” rolled off the Press. 
From our first Theme, “Back to Life”, it became evident that many of our 
Church members desire a periodic quiet time guide to help channel 
their thoughts as they step into a new year. Our first edition, which was 
meant to be a one-off exercise, was designed to encourage, inspire and 
challenge members of our local congregation to faith as we all step into 
the New Year. That first edition was inspired by similar work by Jimmy 
Allen. 

The reception it received was so overwhelming that the Lagos Church 
staff decided to produce a sequel the following year. “The Most Excellent 
Way”, “Worthy of His Calling”, and “A Call to Build” kept us busy for the 
succeeding three years. 

Special PDF web editions of these publications were equally posted 
online for free download. Not only has the “Power Series” enjoyed local 
acceptance here in Nigeria, we have received several email requests for 
permission to translate these works into other foreign languages and 
adopted by several congregations across the globe for private and 
group studies. 

This overwhelming acceptance encouraged us to open up submission 
of materials for subsequent editions from disciples in other countries. So 
far, we have had contributors write from Ghana, UK, USA, Nigeria, Kenya, 
Canada, Cote D’Ivoire, and the Philippines.

The theme of this sixth edition is “REACH”. Prayerfully it will set the 
spiritual tone for another awesome year of following JESUS.

We aknowledge and thank all the brothers and sisters who contributed 
directly and indirectly to the success of this major result of prayer, 
sacrifice and effort.
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This year there has been a deliberate exclusion of material that may 
distract our focus from the purpose of the devotional in order to introduce 
a different paradigm .May this devotional inspire you to exponentially 
multiply your heart and commitment to the major implications of the 
LORD’s initiative to reach out to us!

Acts 17(HCSB)
24 The God who made the world and everything in it—He is Lord 
of heaven and earth and does not live in shrines made by hands. 25 
Neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, 
since He Himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 26 From 
one man[f] He has made every nationality to live over the whole earth 
and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where 
they live. 27 He did this so they might seek God, and perhaps they might 
reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 28 For 
in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets 
have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’

Have an awesome 2017.

Sonny Emeka (Chief Editor)
© 2017 REACH Committee



7

REACH   ICOC 2017 40 DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

Book 1

 IN 

From the beginning of time, God’s purpose for creation has been for 
mankind to live in fellowship and friendship with him. God reached 

out to us first. This section highlights how God reaches into the world 
in order to draw mankind to himself.

Genesis 3:9, John 1:14
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DAY 1  
AMAZING GRACE

“An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His children. He does not 
distribute Himself that each may have a part, but to each one He gives all of 
Himself as fully as if there were no others.”  ― A.W. Tozer**

Romans 5:6,1 Corinthians 15:9-10.
Any victim of abuse or kidnapping understands powerlessness. God ended the 
powerlessness of mankind when Jesus’ blood flowed on the Cross. The result: 
profound, unmerited favour and love (amazing grace) to us. 
What does Grace mean in our daily living?

Romans 5: 1-21; 2 Corinthians 12: 9-12; Colossians 3: 1-2
Peace with God through our Lord Jesus and an intimate daily walk with him 
though we are spiritually weak. We should see him as a supportive Father. As he 
said to Paul, his grace ‘is sufficient’ as we walk in dull shadows and deep valleys.

Grace also means a change in focus. What do we think or worry about daily? Is it 
about heaven, God or the things we need materially? Romans 12: 1-2 suggests 
an intimate personal walk with God; a yearning to know him more, rather than 
compare ourselves to others. 

As Grace is lovingly given a joyful response is expected
When we look at grace, it is easy to think, “What can I do for God in return”?  

God expects simple whole-hearted responses:
Isaiah 58:7-8: Care for those in need
Heb 4: 16:  Be ready to serve as led by the Spirit. 

Colossians 3:12-14: Be worthy ambassadors, representing Christ at work, 
school, the market, within our families. 

Further study and reflection:
Ephesians 2: 8; 1 John 1: 9; 1 Peter 4: 10

(A W Tozer courtesy:https://www.goodreads.com/author/
quotes/1082290.A_W_Tozer)
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DAY 2
 New Every Morning

 

The book of Lamentations was written by Jeremiah during the darkest moments 
of Israel’s history. This short book contains 5 Hebrew poems written in the style 
of ancient Jewish funeral songs. Jerusalem had been destroyed and her people 
had been killed, tortured or taken captive to Babylon. Yet even in the sadness 
and pain, Jeremiah was able to reflect on the unchanging nature of God. His 
reflections inspired him to put on record these words of hope.

The words of Lamentations 3:22-23 are a stirring reminder that it is impossible 
for God to be unfaithful. Take your time to read these verses carefully. I am sure 
that the words of the songs that we sing based on this verse are ringing in your 
mind right now.

In Genesis 12:3b God made the promise to Abraham (then Abram). You and I 
were included in the promise to Abram. God is all knowing and was fully aware 
that we are sinful people – yet his promise is to bless us. He knew that in every 
sense Israel would be completely undeserving of his blessings. Yet his plan to 
bless the world through Israel did not stop, when they were taken captive to 
Babylon. Israel was indeed being punished justly, because of their persistent sin. 
However, even then, God showed mercy. God had a plan for their redemption 
and restoration. He patiently taught his people to repent and come back to him. 
Every single morning God refreshes his compassion, mercy and faithfulness.

God chose to be faithful to Israel despite Israel’s unfaithfulness. God has already 
chosen to be faithful to me and you despite our unfaithfulness. It is not about 
our righteousness, it is about God’s mercy. In Romans 4:7-8, Paul quotes this Old 
Testament scripture to explain this same principle to the Romans.

The words of Jesus, when he saw the crowds, show the depth of compassion he 
has for our souls as recorded in Matthew 9:36.

What then, should our response be? (a) We must recount God’s demonstrations 
of faithfulness to us. Take time to write them down and share them with 
someone. God has been faithful to us, through our numerous prayers that he 
has answered. God has repeatedly given us second chances after we’ve sinned. 
God keeps on forgiving us. 

Consider how God provides you food each day, and a place to lay your head.
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I think about the many troubles he has rescued me from. (b) We must commit 
to a life of obedience to Jesus as a grateful response to his love, faithfulness and 
compassion.

Great is your faithfulness O God.

DAY 3  
FOR GOD SO LOVED 

Gen. 3: 9, John 1: 14; 3:16, Ephesians 1:4-5

In the Garden of Eden we picture a God who created all things but wanted a 
personal relationship with the man Adam. He desired a lasting friendship and 
fellowship with man. Sin brought about a barrier of hostility between man and 
God.

Therefore, God willingly gave his very best in order to secure our salvation and 
a restoration of that union. He became the perfect sacrifice that would redeem 
mankind and bring us to an eternal relationship with God – Hebrews 7: 25-28.

He became flesh and made his dwelling with mankind, so we can reach out to 
him and have a special and personal relationship with him. He is not far from 
anyone of us! He was full of grace and truth and anyone who believes in him 
will not perish but have eternal life. Are you living as a true believer of Jesus? 
Is your daily walk with him evident to those around you? Are you full of grace 
and truth?

He chose us in him to be holy and blameless in his sight, in a corrupt and wicked 
generation. This is an area the evil one wants to have victory over our lives as 
disciples of Jesus. Our son ship is not without a cost. God loved us to the point 
of giving up his son to die for our sins. What should our response be? We need 
to die to our sins, and stop showing contempt for the rich blessings of Salvation 
we have received– Romans 2: 4-11.
   
Are there areas in your life you need to make changes? Do you feel empty and 
unclean because of your sins? God has paid the price to draw you to himself 
and to restore a lasting relationship with you. Don’t give up on this chance. 

Talk to your discipler about where you are today and make a decision to repent.
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DAY 4  
OUR RIGHTEOUS FATHER

PS. 119:137 – 144

Everything about God is righteous. The very nature of God is righteous.
What does it mean to be righteous? To be morally right and good in every and 
anything. Only God is Morally Right all the time. Only God is Good all the time. 
God’s righteousness is not an abstract quality or attribute. It is real and it is true 
of His nature. His fulfillment of the covenant which he made with His chosen 
people demonstrates or confirms this.

Only God Our Father is Righteous: PS. 119:137 
No other person living or dead can lay claim to being righteous.

See:Ps. 14:1 – 3,Eccl 7:20,Rom 3:10-12
Always remember and note that only God is righteousness and there is no one 
else who shares this quality or attribute with Him. 

God  Demonstrates His Righteousness through His Words: Ps. 119 vs 138 
God’s words are righteous and fully trustworthy. His words are true, fair and just.

When you spend time with the scriptures, you are focusing on what is righteous 
and fully, not partly, trustworthy. Invest your time, energy and resources in the 
word of God. 
      
God’s Righteousness is Everlasting: PS. 119 vs 142
God’s righteousness is not limited by time or space. God’s Righteousness is not 
constrained by human circumstances or environment.  There are no limits or 
boundaries to God’s Righteousness. This is the hope and joy we all should have. 
We serve and worship a God who was Righteous in the Past, is still Righteous 
now and will forever be Righteous.
    
Take out time to pay for and thank God for his righteousness.
    
Find someone to share your knowledge and understanding of the righteousness 
of God with. Carry with you everywhere you go henceforth the awareness and 
consciousness of the righteousness of God. 
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DAY 5  
WHERE ARE YOU?

Genesis 3:9, Psalm 139:7-8

Adam and Eve had it all in the garden they called home, everything they really 
needed. They were secure and protected by a very loving Father, but somehow 
it was not enough. Perhaps curiosity and the allure of what they could gain 
began to seem very attractive. What a rude awakening when they discovered 
what was really out there! They were disappointed, exposed and shamed. On 
top of all that was the sober realization that there would be consequences. 
Their first impulse was to hide from God.” God must not find them in this state” 
they thought

“Where are you?” A call out from a concerned Father, a voice Satan wants to 
shut out and replace with the deafening sound of our pounding guilty hearts. 
The idea of answering that and being exposed to the consequences is most 
times too hard for our ego. 

Psalm 139:7-8. We tend to stay far away from church, and pretend nothing 
happened, by covering up with fake smiles and telling everyone, “I am ok.” Is 
that really true?

There’s really no place to hide, He designed the Master plan to the garden and 
the entire universe. We are left naked and exposed.
John 1:14: God came down because he wants us with him, to care for us and 
protect us. His concern overrides our guilt. God reaches out to us even when 
we fail Him. When Adam inadvertently answered to his state, he got better 
coverage than he made for himself. 

I admit confessing my sins to others is embarrassing and asking for forgiveness 
does not come easy.  Sometimes whilst overwhelmed with guilt I have put up 
appearances to protect my prideful heart. At such times I’ve feel very afraid and 
insecure, singing in church sounds hollow, and the routine drive to work across 
the bridge fills me with dread!

Where are you? God is searching for you.
Knowing God is looking out for us is reason to go back humbly to Him. 
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Challenge: 
Resolve to be honest and speak up about whatever is going on with you right 
now.

You will sometimes fail, not always get what you want, be rebuked or punished 
if need be (Hebrews 12) but resolve to stick with God.

DAY 6  
ADOPTED IN LOVE

Eph. 1:4-5

Paul revealed to the church in Ephesus that Christians are chosen by God. This 
choice was made even before the beginning. This verse suggests that prior to 
creation; God had put in place a master plan. In that manual, Christians featured 
prominently. God’s purpose was to make us pure and holy. It feels good to know 
that I have always been a part of God universal plan.

Paul also revealed that we were adopted. Remember that Jesus is God’s son. 
Down the line, God extended a hand of fellowship to humans in keeping with 
his master plan. It is important to note that it is the plan that is predestined not 
individuals. This means that God granted open opportunities for all humans to 
be reconciled to him. It is a matter of choice. He did this out of real love through 
Jesus Christ.

1Cor.6:20 tells us that we were bought at a price? At what price? What did God 
do to adopt sinful man?

There are 2 things God did in adopting us: forgiveness of sins and atonement.

Hebrews 9:22 tells us that there is no forgiveness of sin without blood. No other 
blood was qualified to forgive our sins but that of Jesus. That is the story of John 
3:16. After the forgiveness of sins we are faced with the need for Atonement. 
Atonement is vital to repair the damaged relationship caused by our sinfulness. 
No other religious faith understands the need for having a personal relationship 
with God as Christians do.

To put this in clearer terms, at baptism, God 1st forgives our sins and 2nd, 



14

REACH   ICOC 2017 40 DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

He comes to dwell in us in the form of the Holy Spirit.

Every disciple of Jesus must know this and appreciate his sense of worth. The 
price that was paid for our adoption was huge. That is why we must cherish our 
salvation.

- Always remember that we need to be in the Lord’s presence.
- Keep in mind that the price for our adoption was massive.
- Never forget that God was not forced to adopt us, He did it out of real love.
- Regardless our response to God’s love, he still loves us deeply.

Prayer: “Dear God, help me today to love you and to remain in your presence.”

DAY 7    
GOD IS WILLING

Mathew  8:3, Lk. 8:44

Today we read about Jesus encounter with two strangers.

What did Jesus do? First, He touched a leper. He didn’t have to touch this man 
in order to heal him.Why did he? Touch is the language of intimacy. Surely Jesus 
wanted this man to enjoy not just the gift of physical healing but that of a close 
and intimate relationship with Him.

Later on, a sick woman pulls on Jesus’ robe in faith, hoping to go unnoticed. But 
the Lord does notice. And she doesn’t get a feared rebuke from Him but total 
healing. 

Sometimes we feel that God’s love and acceptance of us has limits. We may 
wonder whether He truly forgives and forgets our grievous sins,  As a result we 
find it difficult to forgive ourselves. 

We feel guilty and unworthy because of mistakes, failures and fears. Like the 
leper, we see Jesus touch and cleanse other people. But we are not sure that He 
wants to touch us.



15

REACH   ICOC 2017 40 DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

Jesus says “ I am willing. “
I am willing to forgive you.
I am willing to forget the past.
I am willing to heal you.
I am willing to help you.

When we take a step of faith toward God just like the sick woman did, with a 
truly humble, contrite and obedient heart, He is more than willing to restore us.

Let us rejoice and be grateful that we have a saviour who desires an intimate 
relationship with us inspite of our weaknesses. 

What are the doubts in your heart? Approach the throne of grace with 
confidence to day and find the strength there to do great for God.

DAY 8    
A HOPE AND A FUTURE

Jeremiah 29:11,Acts 17:26

Familiarity can breed laziness, and so many of our misunderstandings about the 
scriptures happen because we are too familiar with the passage to look it with 
fresh eyes. If we would come to the Word of God with fresh eyes more often, 
we would realize that some of our most common interpretations of Scripture 
passed down to us don’t make much sense when viewed within the context of 
the passage.

Like any author worth his salt, the writer in Jeremiah begins by stating the 
subject of the passage: “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says 
to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon ... “ 
(Jeremiah 29:4).

This passage is written to a whole group of people—an entire nation. In 
Jeremiah 29:10, God lays down the specifics on this promise: that He will fulfill 
it “after seventy years are completed for Babylon.” What this means is that God 
has plans for a whole group of people, namely the nation of Israel. And if we 
read on in the Scriptures we find that this promise was fulfilled: those in exile 
returned, and the nation of Israel was restored for a time. God made a promise 
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through the prophets, and that promise came true.
The future in Jeremiah is one that is bright—one that everyone in the 
community through prayer and worship seeks as their collective future hope. 
Many of us want to desperately know the plan that God has for each one of us 
as individuals, but let the prophet Jeremiah remind us that it’s not all about us, 
and it might not look like what we think.

Even more important than our decision about which school to attend, which 
city to move to or what job offer to take, is the future hope of the Kingdom of 
God foretold by the prophets and fulfilled in the reign of our now and coming 
King. In this way, the promise of Jeremiah 29:11 is bigger than any one of us—
and far better.

Acts 17 now puts a personal aspect to GODs plan but ultimately the fulfilment 
of Jeremiah 29 in our current context will be fulfilled in our community as a 
church. So GOD will send us into exile periodically but if we repent and turn 
back to him, we will be redeemed like Israel and ultimately GODs plan for us 
collectively as a church is captured vividly in Ephesians 1:18 and 2:6

Ephesians 1:18 HCSB
[18] I pray that the perception of your mind may be enlightened so you 
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the glorious riches of His 
inheritance among the saints,

Ephesians 2:6-7 HCSB
[6] Together with Christ Jesus He also raised us up and seated us in the heavens, 
[7] so that in the coming ages He might display the immeasurable riches of His 
grace through His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

May the LORD enable us to taste and see the he is good and he is a better and a 
greater reward for us than anything else the world may offer!

DAY 9    
I CHOSE YOU

John 15:16, 1 John 4:10

Growing up, I loved to play football.
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I would always like to get to the field on time so that when it was time to pick 
the teams I would be chosen to play. Just imagine how I felt when I was chosen- 
special, elated and happy. On the other hand I would be terribly sad when I 
wasn’t chosen.

Think about married couples? If you are married, consider how of all the men/
women in the world, your spouse chose you. That must make you feel very 
special indeed. If we can feel this elated for being chosen in a football game 
or marriage, how much more should we feel when we are chosen by God, the 
owner of the universe?

He chose you not because you are the best, but just because He loves you. 
Out of the multitude of people (At the last count the world population is 
grossing 7billion), He chose you.  What have you done to deserve this privilege? 
NOTHING! (Romans 5: 6-8). We can never earn God’s love. 

John 15:16
People say they have accepted Jesus into their hearts.  I think that presupposes 
that they are the ones choosing Jesus instead of the other way round. As 
Disciples of Christ, we must realise that it is God that adds to the number those 
that are being saved (Acts 2: 47b). He does the choosing, He does the adding. 

We are special.
God didn’t choose you for just yourself, He chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruits – fruits that will last.

Fruit encompasses a lot of things – Baptism (bringing someone else chosen by 
God into His kingdom), change in character to become more like Christ, dying 
to sin that easily entangles (Heb 12:1-2}, even the fruits of the spirit (Gal 5:22-
23)

What are those areas that you desire to be fruitful/change/or grow in, in the 
New Year?
1. Commitment to God
2. Commitment to meetings of the body
3. Dying to sins in our lives-procrastination, doubt, deceitfulness, sexual 

immorality, lying etc
4. Joyful in challenging situations
5. Prayer life and bible study
6. Grow in your love for the poor
7. Grow in your love for one another.
Can you add more to this list?
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1 John 4:10
How real is God to you? What of Jesus?

Most of us can recite John 3:16, at a moment’s notice, what has God’s love for 
you produced in you? What should it produce?

1. It should make you bold and courageous to face any situation. (Joshua 1:6-
7, Phil 4:13, John 14:1)

2. You should love others in the church and outside the church. (John 13:34-
35, 1 John 4: 7-21). 

3. You should be united with Him in His purpose of saving the world (Luke 
19:10, Matthew 28:18-20) 

4. The fact that God loved us first despite our sins should compel us to live in 
obedience to His word

5. It should produce an overflow of love for the poor and needy. 

Let’s live like we truly believe we have been chosen by God.

DAY 10  
GOD OUR PROVIDER

Isaiah 40:29-31, 2 Peter 1:3, Matthew 6:31-32

Most times we go through life feeling short changed; feeling like the only one 
who drew a short straw, feeling abandoned by God and misunderstood by 
friends and family. During these times of struggle, I find myself truly unable to 
relate to Gods seemingly unbelievable promises. 

These are the same promises God tells us in his word are new every morning; 
imagine for a second there that every morning you wake up as soon as your 
eyes open up right there in front of you is a little bit of something you’ve 
desperately been needing, a massive box of joy, a giant helping of patience 
to deal with some would be irritating events, or how about a never ending 
string of favor just attached to you all day? Here’s the thing though that’s what 
we have according to Gods word; if I choose to believe it, I will see that I have 
everything I need to Godly.
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2 Peter 1:3 
Sometimes God’s love for us is just too deep to comprehend, but he desperately 
wants us to see it in our everyday lives and more so to believe it. As I face my 
daily battle to align my desires with the will of God that is unfolding in my life 
I am determined to believe that everything God allows to be will only lead 
to good, this brings a strength that I ordinarily would have no access to; so if 
through the word I enable my mind spiritually then physically and mentally I 
renewed and strengthened to overcome.

In the book of Daniel, we see how Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
had no reason to still hope in a God who allowed them to be captured and 
taken as slaves into a foreign land; but look at their great display of faith from 
Chapters 1 through to 10 till today their story lives on because they saw that 
they had everything they needed through Christ and they did not waiver. 

Nothing happening in my life today is taking God by surprise; as I wade through 
the different struggles and decide to believe Gods word, these same challenges 
have become my stepping stones to deeper more fulfilled and effective life in 
Christ; emotionally, Physically and spiritually.
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‘‘ What you get by achieving your goals is not as important as 
what you become by achieving your goals’’

- Henry David Thoreau
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BOOK 2 

UP 

This section highlights what our response to God’s love shoud be 
like. His great love for us demands our willing response. We respond 

through fellowship with Him. We strive to live in gratitude and 
obedience to Him. John 14:23, Romans 12:1
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DAY 11    
DRAW NEAR TO GOD 

Psalm 34:15-20, Hebrews 10:19-23
In my Christian journey so far, I have never experienced a rosy life and I really 
did’t expect the race to be easy. Even as I journey on, I have never doubted 
God’s ability to be in control of every situation/challenge that comes my way.

God’s eyes are on the righteous and he hears their cry. He is close by no matter 
the seemingly overwhelming troubles and we are FULLY delivered and not 
swept away.

I see challenges and the many troubles of life as opportunities to remember 
God’s promises by drawing close to him in prayers. God expects us to approach 
him with confidence because he loves us and has opened the door through the 
Blood of Jesus Christ our saviour. 

-  Do your troubles draw you near to God or bring out the unrighteousness in 
you? 

-  Are you open and vulnerable with God? 
 God wants you to be sincere and real with him. Although, he already knows 

what you are going through. 

I don’t like facing challenges, but each time I cry to God about any situation, his 
peace calms me down and enables me to move on ready to face the challenge 
head on in his strength.

At the moment, the Nigerian economy is in a recession and life is undoubtedly 
challenging. As disciples of Christ, let us hold to the hope we profess knowing 
full well that God is faithful and will provide our daily bread. No matter how 
dark the night is, a bright new morning will come.        
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DAY 12  
BRING A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE

What is Praise?
It seems over the years, we’ve gotten caught up with what ‘praise’ is NOT so 
much that we forget to spend time seeking to know what it is. So what does it 
mean to praise God? 

The word ‘praise’ in the English dictionary means 
a. To express one’s approval or admiration of. 
b. express one’s respect and gratitude toward (a deity), especially in song.

In Hebrews 13:15, we are told to offer to God a sacrifice of praise, the fruit of our 
lips that openly profess God’s name (NIV). The AKJV says “the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name.”

‘Praise’ further explained
There are 7 different Hebrew words for the English word ‘praise’ 

1.  Yadah: This means to extend your hands to praise the Lord.  

2.  Zamar: It literally means to touch the strings of an instrument.
 
3.  T’Hillah: It means praise inspired by the great things, and greatness of our 

God most high.

4.  Halal: It means to celebrate, to give glory, to make a show, to shine.

5.  Todah: It means to sing and be joyful in celebration of our God. Thanking 
God.  

6.  Shabach: This means, literally, to address in a loud tone. From reading more 
scriptures, it means to declare the name of God to others.  

7.  Barak: It has three different meanings. One of them is to praise God on your 
knees.   

So what exactly does it mean to praise God? 
I believe Psalm 92:1 explains this clearly
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Praise is our act of acknowledging, magnifying and exalting our God. Praise is 
extoling God through singing, dancing, speaking and playing music.  

Praise is proclaiming his greatness, speaking of his goodness, and magnifying 
it with our lips. (Ps. 34)

It involves singing, dancing, speaking words to him, magnifying him with our 
words, shouting, joyfully moving, playing music, raising hands, kneeling down, 
clapping, and having a great attitude doing this. (Ps. 67, Ps. 149, Ps. 150) 

Isaiah 43:21 tells us that we were formed to proclaim his praise. Jeremiah 13:11 
tells us we are bound to him for his praise and honour. Hebrews 13:15-16 tells 
us that our sacrifice of praise pleases God.  

Let us praise our God together.  

DAY 13   
AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

“A feeling of thankfulness and appreciation expressed through words and 
deeds”

Luke 17:11-17. HCSB.

The passage of scripture above tells the story of ten men who had serious skin 
disease - leprosy in some Bible translations - and were opportuned to meet 
Jesus. They cried out to Jesus from afar for help because their skin condition 
forbade them by law ( Leviticus 13:45-46 ) from coming in contact with the rest 
of the community. Jesus heard them and told them to “Go and show yourselves 
to the priest”, in keeping with the law God gave to the Israelites through Moses 
in Leviticus chapters 13 and 14. The men inspite of the fact that the healing had 
not happened yet - turned around in obedience to do as they were told. 

On their way however, they received a miraculous healing, but sadly only one 
of the ten men healed came back - giving glory to God and thanking Jesus 
for healing him. And Jesus taking note of this singular act of gratitude asked 
“where not 10 cleansed? Where are the nine?...”. 
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That question “Where are the nine?’shows how very disappointed Jesus must 
have felt towards those men.

Taking the blessings of God for granted is an age old sin. Sad to say that the 
number of thankless ‘disciples’ of Jesus today far surpass the thankful, and you 
can just take a good look at the attitude of most of us towards the Church - if 
in doubt. We pray,fast, plead and humble ourselves before God when in need, 
and when he answers we hurry away clutching our blessings, and never cast 
back a thought to the giver.....until we are confronted by another ‘greater’ need.

This new life has blessed me in many ways. I am married to a godly (though 
imperfect) man, and have remained faithful to him through the help of God 
and spiritual mentors He’s put in my life. I am blessed with three amazing (also 
imperfect) children who love the God I worship and want to Worship Him too.I 
am blessed with a mother who has embraced discipleship and is baptized. I am 
blessed with wonderfull friends who love God deeply and are not afraid to love 
me and rebuke me when I’m in sin. I have also been blessed with deep scriptural 
knowledge that has helped me - these many years - to remain faithful  in my 
conviction of the Word and knowledge of God, which has enabled me also to 
be an effective and productive ambassador of the word of God. I am blessed 
with an attitude of contentment because I’ve learnt- through God’s word - that 
life and all that is in it is transient.  And the list goes on. 

The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 106:1...”Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for He 
is good; His faithful love endures forever.”HCSB.

Having a grateful/thankful attitude is an affirmation that life through God has 
been good to me. That my situations could have been worse if not for God’s 
goodness and blessings in my life. The ‘one man’ that came back to show 
reverence and give thanks  understood this.

I must admit though that all these amazing blessings have not always produced 
gratitude in me. There have been times when I  - like the nine men in the Bible 
story above - have taken all God’s blessings in my life for granted. Those are the 
times I take my eyes and heart away from these blessings and am focusing on 
the things that I think I ‘SHOULD’ have but don’t have. I begin to grumble and 
complain in my heart about how hard and burdensome discipleship is, and this 
song “Do something new in my life” becomes attractive.

In Conclusion;
Having a grateful attitude is an issue of choice. Those that choose to always 
have an attitude of gratitude live a happy, fulfilled and fruitful Christian life 
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because, gratitude strengthens our emotional connection with God.

Some practicals on developing and maintaining a grateful attitude:

1)  Buy/get a Gratitude Journal this year.          
2)  Write two gratitude letters - one to God, and the other to an important 

person in your life whom you’ve never properly thanked.                                                                                                                                      
3)  Write - at least 3 things - you are grateful for at the end of each day. 
 (This will require discipline and making every effort.)                                                                                                                                        
4)  Read and meditate through Psalm 107.

DAY 14   
LONGING FOR GOD

Psalm 42:1-5, Psalm 63:1-6 

The theme of these chapters of the Book of Psalms are similar. The circumstances 
of the psalmist are equally similar. The occasion and situation of Psalm 42 are 
historically unspecified however.

The Psalmist’s situation was obviously intense and his being surrounded by 
mockers even worsened the situation. 

His craving for God was unparalleled. He needed God at all times. We are not 
sure why he was being mocked by his enemies. He must have found himself 
in the most terrible and challenging situation one can imagine. He may have 
been facing endless economic challenges. His enemies tauntend him to create 
doubts in his mind about the God he served. A replay of what transpired in the 
garden of Eden between Eve and the ancient serpent. The friends of Job and 
his wife did all within their power to create the same doubt about God in the 
mind of Job. 

In our culture today, the popular teaching is that failures and daunting situations 
are proofs of absence of God in your life. This teaching runs counter to the Bible. 
God may allow us to go through certain phases of life for a reason. It appears as 
if the Psalmist had a self talk in 42:5. He rebuked himself for his despondency. 
He found a solution for himself when he declared “ I will put my hope in God! 
I will praise him again - my saviour and my God.” 
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Putting our hope in God is the only solution to whatever challenging situation 
confronting us. 

The Psalmist remembered the good old days when he was cranking for the 
Lord in 42:4. From time to time, we do reflect on our ‘good old days’. It tends to 
keep us going, but the ultimate goal is to finish strong as disciples. 
Putting our hope in God brings us out of despair. He is with us in every detail of 
our lives as Christians. 

King David wrote Psalm 63 while he was in the Judean wilderness, either during 
his flight from King Saul or more likely from Absalom. 

It expresses David’s intense love for God. It was not the best of time for David. 
He was going through his own “recession” yet he found time to convey to 
God his feelings and thoughts toward his creator. In each of the occasions 
mentioned above, his life was on the line. Saul was seeking to eliminate him. 
His son Absalom was plotting to send him to an early grave. His expression of 
the love he had for God encapsulates the response that Jesus Christ gave to the 
Pharisees when they demanded to know the most important commandment. 
In Matthew 22:37 Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” There was no doubt as to where 
David was when he made the declaration of his love for God. In his words ‘’… 
the parched and weary land where there is no water.’’ 

He declared that the unfailing love of God is better than life. 
Have we abandoned pleasing and honouring God with all we have? Let’s 
take a cue from David’s situation. He did not forget God at his trying times. 
He could sing songs of praise to the Almighty. May we not be so distracted by 
the economic situation in our dear country that we will abandon pleasing and 
honouring God. 

In these challenging times, may our thirst for God be like that described in the 
two Psalms above.
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DAY 15      
FIX YOUR EYES ON THE UNSEEN

Socrates, an ancient Greek Philosopher posits that the highest virtue in life 
is knowledge. Knowledge of the ‘Good’. His student Plato, was one of the 
first ancient Greek Philosophers to appreciate the existence and essence of 
reality beyond the world we see and know. He addressed our minds to the 
ephemerality of the material world of ‘forms’ and the reality of the metaphysical 
realm – a world beyond our physical comprehension. According to him, every 
material thing we see in the world is an imitation of the real world of forms, 
which we refer to, today, as heaven. 

This position was affirmed and strengthened by Apostle Paul who wrote in 2 
Corinthians 4:18 to admonish us to “…fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal”. To 
Plato, what is seen is unreal. What is unseen is real. Apostle Paul knows this and 
as our brother, he is advising us in a righteous manner to focus on what is real, 
which is unseen.

Today, in Nigeria, there is so much hardship and pain occasioned by the present 
recession. Some sick people cannot afford medical care. Others lack even food 
to eat. Most suffer persecution because they can no longer afford the means to 
transport themselves to church. Many, like Justus, can no longer pay school fees 
for their children. All these stimulate pain, anguish and loss of hope. 

Justus (not real name) is my personal friend. His daughter has been asked out of 
school for non-payment of school fee. He has been pleading for some extension 
to enable him access his pension contribution from a Pension Fund manager. 
He has submitted all the necessary documents required. 

One day, after several visits to the Pension Fund manager in Lekki, Lagos, he 
came back looking forlorn. “What happened, I asked”? “They said they cannot 
pay because they could not locate my details.’’ This was his last hope to raise 
money to pay his daughter’s school fee. Now, Justus is in anguish and in pain. 
He has lost hope.

But as disciples, we should not lose hope for there is hope in a greater future 
beyond this world. Jesus assured us he has a better place for us in heaven, so 
that even as we suffer all kinds of persecution and pain on this earth, we should 
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not be bothered because there is a brighter life for us ahead. We trust that this is 
true because we know that the bible is true and that is why ‘’we live by believing 
and not by seeing” 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

We should rather focus our minds more on what is eternal than on what 
is temporal, and that way, in spite of the hardship, we remain joyful as we 
persevere to the very end.

DAY 16
DAY AND NIGHT

Luke 18:1-8 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 
pray and not give up.

He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared 
what people thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to 
him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’

“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack 
me!’”

And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says.
And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day 
and night? Will he keep putting them off?

I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

I believe the point of this passage is very clear. God is saying we should always 
come to him until we get what were asking for.  It’s very easy to say. 

Here are some questions to consider:
-  How many times have you been in a tight situation and the first thing you 

consider is reaching up to God through prayer? 
-  How many items on your prayer list have you stopped taking to God because 
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He has not “answered” you? 
-  What is the longest period you have prayed for a particular thing and gave 

up because it was taking too long for answers to manifest? 2 days? 2 months? 
2 years? 20 years? ...or maybe more. 

How long will you have to persist before you give up on God?
I’m sure you will never think that you are ever going to give up on God for any 
reason, but do you realise that the moment you stop putting your requests and 
partitions before God what you’re saying is “God, I’m tired of asking and I don’t 
think you will ever answer me on this prayer”, so you simply drop the prayer 
point and move on to something else.

That’s lack of faith!

Hebrews 11:1-2
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended for.
The widow in the passage believes so much in the ability of the judge to meet 
her needs, she persisted day and night, we don’t know how long the widow 
“prayed” but it got the attention of the merciless judge (that must have taking 
a long time) 

The widow showed a great level of commitment to the judge concerning 
her partitions, she never gave up. There are several things that would have 
discouraged her from going to the judge everyday, possibly her family 
members, neighbors or friends must have tried to talk some sense into her but 
she refused. This is just what God expects from us, commitment to our faith in 
him our ability to pray without ceasing (1 Thess 5:17)

I would personally describe this woman’s prayer as one that shows:
-  Determination (She knew what she wanted, she was clear about her 

request) 
-  Consistency (She went day and night) 
-  Desperation (Even after the judge put her off, she continued to ask) 
-  Great Faith (She believed she will get answers) 

Go back on your knees, don’t give up, don’t be discouraged by unanswered 
prayers. 
God ears, he cares and concerned about you. He will answer you. 
Pray without ceasing! 
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Day 17  
 TASTE AND SEE

Psalms 34:8-10, 2 Samuel 22:26
You will figure this out by the end of your life: God is good. There’s no telling 
what He will take you through to bring you to that place. But eventually your 
value system will be set up in such a way that you will say, “The Lord is good!” 

Everything He allowed, everything He withheld, every difficult season, every 
stretching circumstance, God meant for your good. His disposition is kindness. 
His default action is one of love and grace. You can know His goodness as 
certainly as you can taste and savor your favorite food.

When I look back now at my growing years, at some of the harrowing 
experiences being parented by my mum and dad, some of those times and 
experiences were excruciating. But now I understand and appreciate, no 
discipline was pleasant at the time but it has produced a harvest of character 
and strength (righteousness).

Their parenting was not perfect but I am grateful. 

The LORDs parenting is perfect and I can declare the LORD is good.

The sequence ‘Taste and See’ makes tasting the action and seeing the result. God 
is saying in essence, Engage all your senses and you will discover, among other 
things, My goodness. Here, tasting and seeing are used to help us understand 
just how “up close and personal” God’s goodness can be experienced.

In the immediate context, there are three other parallel expressions that 
illustrate how you can “taste and see that the Lord is good.” They are: a) take 
“refuge in him” and be “blessed”; b) “fear the Lord and have no lack” c) “seek the 
Lord and lack no good thing.”

Taking refuge, fearing the Lord, and seeking Him are three ways of tasting. The 
closer we engage with God, the more we can know His goodness. He urges, 
“Taste! Sample and see. Find out for yourself that I am good.” God’s goodness is 
what He wants us to experience. He offers Himself to us!
God’s timetable is good, but we may only see this after events have occcurred.
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• When did you last “taste and see that the Lord is good”?
• Based on this passage, was that tasting most like taking refuge, fearing the 

Lord, or seeking Him? What were the results?

DAY 18     
UNBLEMISHED SACRIFICES

Malachi 1:8

1. What do you understand by the words “blemished” and “unblemished”?
2. Why did the Israelites give God blemished sacrifices?
3. Why did God expect the Israelites to give him unblemished sacrifices?
4. In what ways have you made sacrifices for God?
5. What type of sacrifices do you think you have been making?

Malachi 3:8-10

1. What do you understand by “tithe” and what do you understand by 
“offering”?

2. Have you been informed about the special contribution?
3. Why do some people find it difficult to give money to God?
4. Do you make a budget of your income and expenditure every month?
5. What have you decided to pay as tithe every month?
6. What have you decided to pay as special contribution during the year?
7. In what ways can we rob God in tithe, offering and special contribution?
8. What are some of the consequences of robbing God?
9. What are some of the benefits of giving generously to God?

Mark 12:43-44

1. What are some of the excuses the poor widow could have given for not 
giving?

2. Do you think the amount of money the poor widow gave was more than 
what the wealthy gave?

3. So why did Christ say that the poor widow gave more than the wealthy?
4. What lessons do you learn from the attitude of the poor widow?
5. In what ways can you imitate the heart of the poor widow?
6. In what other areas apart from money can you give like the poor widow?
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Application
Do the following this week:
• Wake up earlier than you usually do and pray for the grace and power to 

give.
• Be earlier to midweek service and bible discussion and help to set up the 

venues.
• Make a budget of your income and expenditure for the month. In the 

budget, first set aside God’s tithe, set aside His special contribution as you 
have pledged, save an equal amount as the tithe, allocate the rest to your 
most important needs.

DAY 19     
HUMBLE YOURSELF

1 Peter 5:5-6, Luke 18:14

I have been caught in situations that have brought out the better and the worse 
in me. 

Of the lot, the most challenging were those that needed me to deal with myself, 
my core desires, values, convictions not just those that are mouthed or held 
because they are right generally speaking. I’m talking about those things about 
which I have constantly had personal opinions that I never wanted to let go of 
and wish nothing would ever cause to change because they make me who I 
am - ME!  The feel good, look good, always accepted, always listened to, always 
respected, always consulted, always considered personality I live with and for.
We all fight our battles, celebrating our victories and brooding over the lost 
fights in many individual ways. Yet, as much as they seem personal, they are not 
isolated and unique. We all face the gut-wrenching battle to give up ourselves. 
Let us call it our ‘ME’ and give that to God. It is a lifelong battle!

I often find myself comparing myself to others, loving being bitter, seeking 
revenge, acting shy and withdrawn, not wanting to serve in a capacity to be 
seen by many, wanting to please people, be accepted, act strong and able, 
critical and cynical of others and the Church (our national experience as a 
country has deepened this attitude), praying with selfish motives, giving up on 
this lost world, carrying on as though sinless just as you do. These things and 
lots more take us to the heart of the matter.
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I live this way because I desire to be justified, celebrated and promoted by men 
(and God!). A life lived by experience, tradition and culture does not match up 
with God’s desire, but the life of the scriptures assuredly does.

My response to the all-known, all-done, all-present mighty God, who has raced 
through time to have a personal relationship with me needs to be whole-
hearted devotion and dependence that brings out the best of God and I.

Since life is lived in view of others, I charge that we always compare our thoughts 
and motives to that of Jesus Christ whose life was lived in absolute humility to 
God at all times, in all ways, for all reasons. “He must become greater; I must 
become less.‘’ (John 3:30)

Humble yourself today and always.
Look up Luke 7:28

DAY 20     
 LIVING BY DYING

The above title looks contradictory but this is the essence of the Christian life in 
conjunction with the instructions of our Lord Jesus Christ. In today’s devotional, 
we will be exploring how possible this is.

John 12:25

25 The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. NIV 

In this context, in line with the title of today’s devotional, ”The man who hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” is an aspect of LIVING BY DYING.

Hate is not necessarily the emotional disgust that we feel when we say we hate 
something.

Love and hate in this context have more to do with priorities.
Think this way “whoever focuses on his life loses it, and whoever forgets his life 
in this world will keep it for eternal life”
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Have you been so focused on one thing that you completely forget everything 
else?

If you focus on your life, your wants, your plans and yourself then you will forget 
Christ.

As you focus on Christ, his wants, his plans and his self then you will forget your 
life. That is “LIVING BY DYING”

A life focused on Christ will necessarily be a life that practises self-denial.
In this context, you cannot love self and, at the same time, love Christ 
Let us consider this other scripture:

Matt 10:39
39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. NIV

”Whoever finds his life will lose it…,”
The one that seeks to preserve his life and the temporal enjoyment of it.
The one that is in sinful compliance with his friends and the world.
The one who denies Jesus instead of self.

”…and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it”

The one who is willing to forego the present advantage of life for the sake of 
Christ.
The one who lays down his life cheerfully for the sake of Christ and his gospel.

The one who professes Christ’s name rather than drop, deny, conceal or neglect 
any truth and ordinance of his.

The Christian life is an investment in what matters for eternity. Let’s get our 
priorities right.



36

REACH   ICOC 2017 40 DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

‘‘ If  we will build righteous traditions in our families, the light 
of  the gospel can grow ever brighter in the lives of  our children 

from generation to generation. We can look forward to that 
glorious day when we will all be united together  as eternal 

family units to reap the everlasting joy promised by our Eternal 
Father for His righteous children’’

- L.Tom Perry
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BOOK 3

WITHIN 

Here we will take a look at how God desires for us to internalize 
spiritual lessons towards our personal growth. This section will also 

highlight our responsibilities and commitments to one another within 
the church family.



38

REACH   ICOC 2017 40 DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

DAY 21   
HOLY AND GODLY

1Peter 1:15-16; 2 Peter 3:14; Ephesians 5:8

From the day of Pentecost, people are called upon to repent; to save themselves 
from the corruption of  world; to make a conscious decision to set themselves 
apart for righteous living.

Certain phrases from the above Scriptures are very explicit:  “children of light”, 
“be holy in all you do”, “spotless”,   “blameless without blemish”, “now in the 
light”.

Q:  Is it really possible to be holy & godly in the present generation?          
A: Yes, it is! 

Holiness is having a pure heart and getting rid of filthiness and seeking to avoid 
all things that might draw us to sin against God. It means shunning sin and 
striving to keep God’s commandments.

The heart (Prov. 4:23, Luke 6:45) is the ‘CPU’ of one’s life. We process our 
thoughts, actions and attitudes from there before acting on them. We must 
protect and guard it.

We are expected to be holy, spotless and blameless in every detail of our lives. 
Let’s examine some of these details.  

Relationship with God
A disciple striving for holiness will make his communication link with God the 
priority:

·    Bonding with God in fervent prayers. What is your relationship with God 
like?

·     Daily-impacting Bible study. Are you growing in your knowledge of God?
·    Grounded/rooted in the Assembly of God’s people. 

Do you commune with God in your daily activities, or He is just restricted to
your ‘Quiet Time’? 
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Relationship with others 
There is compromise everywhere. Lying, cheating, stealing and fraud are part of 
the survival strategies of today. Holiness means saying ‘no’ to such.
Receipt padding, contract inflation, and getting paid for businesses not carried 
out are the norm. The Bible says, live in the light.

Students of higher institutions: the saying is that “everyone has a price.”  What 
price are you willing to pay to survive, to pass examinations? God says be 
spotless without blemish.

Are there disciples you have bitterness/bad attitude towards? Get rid of the filth.
Favouritism, friendship based on tribal/language basis. A clique that does not 
enhance unity in the body is not holy.

Envy/jealousy towards others has created a strain/wedge between you and 
some disciples. Conversely, you look down on others. 

Being blameless demands that we separate ourselves from the world by 
being different in dressing (cleavage exposure, off-shoulders tops etc are not 
acceptable)

Are you friends with scoffers, revelers, etc? Are your friendships in the church 
purely ‘social’ or spiritually edifying? 
 
Practical
·      List out details of your life on a daily basis and check out areas where you 

need to be holy.
·       What sin(s) are you presently entangled in? Get with someone to help you 

out.
 
Ref: Heb. 1214; Col. 121-23; Phil. 214-16; 1Tim. 611-14; Dan. 1210

 
DAY 22    

  INSIDE OUT 

Galatians 5:22-26; Ephesians 5:1; Matthew 5:48

Just like everyone is born into a natural family, every disciple of Christ is born 
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into God’s spiritual family. In this family, God is the Father of all. In the natural 
family, the natural genes of the parents as well as the tutelage and enforcement 
of family cultures and values help to mould young family members to live out 
those traits and character cherished by the parents.
 
In the same way, when we are baptised into God’s family, the Father deposits 
his “DNA” into us, the Holy Spirit that moulds and gives us the inner spiritual 
resources to resist temptation and overcome it. As we submit to God’s 
commands through the leading of the Holy Spirit, we are gradually conformed 
to the image of Christ through the work and empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 

God chips away negative stuff in our lives to bring forth a better image of 
Christ. No wonder we can bear the fruit of the Spirit, such as love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, and others listed in today’s passage (Gal. 5: 22) 

This new birth also pulls us away from our heathen desires and practices and 
calls all disciples of Christ to live a life that transparently projects the holiness 
inside us.  We are to be holy - to be like God, our Father, who called us to be 
holy (Matt. 5: 48).

This holiness must influence all our conduct. It must not be compartmentalized 
into certain “religious” areas of our life. It must be a way of life that affects 
everything we do. The Holiness God requires is a lifestyle which differs 
dramatically from our desires, our manner of life and the culture of this world. 
While the world and our culture teach that we hate our enemies, the new 
lifestyle demands that we love them.  (Matt. 5: 44-47)

Sometimes when God prunes us and chips away those things we need to 
discard, we feel the impact, and we are tempted by the Devil or motivated 
by the flesh to stifle the Spirit’s activity in our lives. Those wrong passions and 
desires earlier crucified begin to rise. We are warned to “keep in step with the 
Spirit”.  Paul warns expressly: “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.” (Eph. 4:13)

We can keep in step with the spirit through feeding on the Word of God via 
personal quiet time, Bible memorization, Bible reading, Bible study, and 
listening to sermons that meet specific needs. Other avenues include constant 
prayers, evangelism and fellowship. Instead of “provoking and envying each 
other” (Gal. 5:26), we need to make a commitment to the fellowship and bond 
with other disciples committed to living out God’s commands. 

The author of Hebrews emphasizes this. He writes, “And let us take thought of 
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how to spur one another on to love and good works, ... encouraging each other, 
and even more so because you see the day drawing near.” (Heb.10:24-25).

DAY 23    
 SEARCH ME O GOD

Psalm 139:23, Hebrews 4:1
 
“The whole of life is a search for beauty. But, when the beauty is found inside, 
the search ends and a beautiful journey begins.” 
 - Harshit Walia

Psalms 139:23-24
- Since the creation of Adam, and his subsequent placement in the garden 

of Eden, God’s has always desired and worked for a consistent quality 
relationship with man. 

Although, man messed up and has been messing up ever since, God has lovingly 
been coming after man. He wants to sustain that relationship. So, as a holy God 
and we sinful humans, He searches us out individually, again and again, just to 
help us become that created being He desires and intends for us to be.

- In the passage above, the word search used in (NIV) version is rendered 
differently in other versions; examine (GNT) and investigate (The Message). 
The psalmist’s acknowledgment of his fallible state and subsequent 
vulnerability is very obvious. He wants God to investigate, examine and 
search him and place him where he should be. He is basically asking God 
to do the job of a detective over his life, to check the thoughts in his mind, 
and identify if there is evil lurking anywhere.

- The place where God wants for us is not always our natural choice. We 
always want zones of freedom- no control and no correction from anyone. 
We wish to be left alone to satisfy our materialistic urges. We prefer worldly 
pleasures, not pressures. And sometimes sadly, even in worship, we want 
entertainment rather than edification.

- Ask yourself, which areas of your life would you like God to investigate 
today? How is your relationship with your spouse? How are your dealings 
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with clients, school mates or neighbours? If the judgment is ‘Guilty’, then 
do the following:

Isaiah 1:18
-It is called repentance. On our own, we are helpless and incapable of bringing 
about a changed life that pleases God. To Him only should we submit, to achieve 
a righteous life. This is is what God desires and expects from us. 

Further reading: 
Hebrews 4:12-13, Psalms 119:9-11, Colossians 3:15-16, Deuteronomy 6:25, John 
5:39-40 & 2 Kings 22:8-13
 

DAY 24    
SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE 

Ephesians 4:15 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we must be committed to the truth. Our words and 
actions should reflect integrity. The truth is bitter. Yet, we cannot sugar-coat 
it nor can we water it down. As long as we are in the church, issues will come 
up, we will hurt one another and we will fall into sin. But as a family, we are 
expected to speak the truth to one another and it must be done in love. So, how 
can we balance the truth with love?

James 3:17 
Wisdom is full of mercy. Foolishness leads to disorder, but wisdom leads to 
peace and goodness.  Are you tempted to lash out, or tempted to escalate 
a conflict? The Bible says wisdom is full of mercy and good deeds. It is wise 
to show mercy to people when they sin, when they mess up, when they fail, 
and when they blow it. Careful, wise and loving words sow the seeds of peace. 
God loves peacemakers (Matthew 5:9). Anytime I’m merciful, I’m imitating the 
character of God. True wisdom can be measured by words that come from our 
mouths.

Proverbs 10:31 
When I look back on my own life, I cannot count the number of times God has 
shown me mercy time and again. I cannot recount the number of times people 
have shown me mercy. So, the question is this: if God has been so merciful to 
me, who am I not to show mercy to others?



43

REACH   ICOC 2017 40 DAYS DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

If we all got what we deserved, we all wouldn’t be alive today. God doesn’t give 
us what we deserve. Instead, He gives us mercy. Wise people don’t give others 
what they deserve; they show mercy (Proverbs 17:9). In what specific ways can 
you show mercy to others? Prayerfully asked God to guide you anytime you 
need to show mercy.

Prayer point: Ask God to put a guard over your lips; that the words of your 
mouth will build others up, not tear them down.
Proverbs 10:13, Proverbs 10:32

DAY 25    
 SUBMIT TO ONE ANOTHER

Ephesians 5:21, Romans 12:3, Romans 12:9

Submission is not always a comfortable way to go and may not come naturally 
to us. To many, submission can only be considered if it makes much sense and 
is doable. 

When I look at Jesus’ path to the cross and all the activities surrounding  it, I see 
that it was out of love for us and reverence for God who sent him, that he was 
able to submit. He didn’t exercise his authority as he could have easily called 
on a ‘legion of angels’ to put things “under control”. We need to imitate Christ’s 
humility.

An area that comes to mind when I think of submitting to one another out 
of reverence for Christ is when I come in to church meetings, after the ushers 
have taken their positions. I have a particular area/seat I like to sit, for different 
reasons. My first inclination was usually to just ignore the ushers and go straight 
to ‘my seat’ if unoccupied. It was only after putting Christ in the picture that I 
was able to submit, and not resist taking direction from the ushers on where 
to sit. 
This is a very simple example and I’m sure that we can all relate. I believe we all 
will have other personal examples of areas and persons to which we need to 
submit in reverence for and in imitation of Jesus Christ. It may be our spouses, 
regional, family group or Bible talk leaders, discipular partners, or simply our 
Christian friends who are trying to help us do better for Christ.
Sometimes, it is tempting to look at our age, educational attainments, and 
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‘social standing’ in relation to the person to whom we are called to submit. We 
may feel: “who is this small boy or girl instructing me to do this?” 

I believe God expects us, not to have a low self-esteem of ourselves, but we 
must find the balance of not focusing on our ‘worldly attainments’ but rather 
our standing in Christ. When we love someone, it is not usually difficult to 
submit to that person. After all, looking at the things our children sometimes 
get us to do for them…! It can only be love!  So knowing that submitting to one 
another will help build  the body of Christ, should motivate us to willingly do 
what is needful  in that area. May God help us in Jesus name. Amen!

DAY 26  
REACHING TOGETHER

John 17:2021, Romans 12:5, 1Corinthians 12:27

As one body, our unity is vital. Jesus himself prayed specifically that we may be 
one. Without unity, 
we cannot teach Jesus to the world.

Disciples of Christ make up the body of Christ (church community). Whatever 
affects any disciple will affect the whole church. Discipleship is a community 
thing. 

When there is anything that separates us, then we cannot function. Nobody can 
function on his own alone, we need others to function well-reaching together.

If any part of my body is not functioning well, it affects every part of my body. 
Every disciple, as a member of the body has a role to play.

 Have you allowed other things take away your heart for God? If you do not give 
yourself wholly to God other things will take that place in your heart.
What sins are you still involved in? Do you believe that God cares about you 
and needs you in His Church?  Do you believe that God can transform you and 
your situation and use you to reach out to the lost world? Are you willing to act 
in faith and repentance where necessary? Are you willing to find someone at 
church who can encourage and help you? Romans 12:8. 
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In reaching together, we must at all times, call ourselves back to the early 
Christians (first century church) standards. Acts 2:42-47. 

To reach within together, the early Christians were interested in meeting the 
spiritual and physical affairs of every member of the ministry. 

They were teachable, approachable and committed. They were devoted to 
feeling their hearts with the word of God on daily basis.

What am I doing presently to show that I am committed to God and His words?
 
They were in one another company all the time. Fellowship is a scriptural 
tool that God provides for us to encourage, inspire and train each other in 
righteousness and remain God focused.

They were using prayer to address challenges and difficult moments and to 
make decisions. They lived in fear and reverence for God.
Where are you? This was the question God asked Adam when He was to 
arrange a covering , haven known that Adam has fallen and was not where he 
was expected to be, God called out to ask him, where are you-Genesis 3:9.

This same question is coming to you this period, not because you probably 
have sinned but because it also works for a self appraisal process or what can 
be called Current spiritual position analysis and that is what I call ‘where are 
you’. Where are you in your heaven given assignment? In what way(s) are you 
contributing to the growth of our reaching together? 

Think of anything that has driven you away from the church community or that 
have created a distance in your fellowship with God and other disciples, like 
it drove Adam into hidden? For you to know how to get to where you want 
to be you must know where you are at the moment. No compass can work 
to locate your destination for you without knowing where you are. There are 
several things that can limit and impede our reaching together; difficult family 
problems; life threatening health challenges; unconfessed sins; confessed sins 
that you are still struggling with; malice, unforgiveness, dire financial/material 
need; bereavement; unrealized dreams; etc. 

When he came to the garden to pray that night, Jesus knew He was about to be 
betrayed and die a painful death on the cross. He had confided in his friends, 
telling them His heart was at the breaking point with sorrow. He had asked 
them to lessen His grief by staying up with Him, and they had agreed to do so. 
At his darkest hour, He prayed and reached out for the support of his disciples; 
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Mark 14:39-41 

The time for watching was past. Jesus had passed through His agony. He no 
longer needed their help or empathy, which in vain He had craved. He looked 
toward the city gate, and there was the traitor coming. There was neither need 
nor use now for the disciples waking and watching, and they might as well 
sleep on. They lost the chance to agonize with Him.

The lesson is plain. Whatever we do for our brothers and sisters, in assisting 
or supporting them, we must do when they are in need of our help. If one is 
sick, the time to show our sympathy is while still on the sick bed. If we allow 
him to pass through his illness without showing him any attention, there is 
little use when he is out for us to offer kindness. Look for the time, chance and 
opportunity to do the right thing. 

Of what use is our help when the battle has been fought through to the end 
and won or lost without us.  Or suppose the brother or sister was not victorious; 
that he failed, he failed because no one came to help him. Is there any use in our 
hurrying up to him then to offer assistance? The opportunity to help someone 
must not be deferred. Try to do something today. This is what the practice of 
reaching together demands from us.

DAY 27        
ALL MEN WILL KNOW

John 13:35, 1Peter 4:8, 1Corinthians 12:31
 
Love! The very reason we have salvation today. Jesus commands his disciples 
to love one another just like he had shown love to them. With this, the whole 
world will see that they are his followers 
.
What I marvel at is why Jesus called this command a new one. The old command 
[Matt 22:37-39] rests on these:

1. Love for God [with our entire being]
2. Love For others [based on self-love]

It’s undisputed that we all should love God with everything we’ve got. The 
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second is where the problem lies. Love is conditional. Jesus made an upgrade 
to the law but this time, the command was to not to the Jews, but his disciples.
 
Studying the gospels, we find instances that point us to instructive things Jesus 
did to show love to his disciples.

i.    He forgave, they disappointed Jesus by deserting him at the most 
challenging time - Matthew 26:36-46

ii.   He was understanding and patient when Thomas and other disciples 
doubted - John 20:22; Matt 28:17

iii.   He prayed for Peter and other disciples at Gethsemane - Luke 22:32; John 
17:6-26

iv.     He challenged Peter when he lacked faith - Matthew 14:22:33
v.      He corrected and settled disputes among them - Luke 9:46:48
vi.     He humbled himself and washed their feet - John 13: 1:17
vii.    He believed in them by entrusting to them the greatest project ever 

Matthew 28:18-20
As we have seen from these few examples, Jesus did not give us an impossible 
task. Indeed in the same way he related with his disciples, he expects us to be 
everything to one another: 

-  To correct, rebuke and instruct one another when and where necessary 
[Rom. 15:14] 

-  To challenge ourselves to higher levels of faith
-  To make peace and forgive when conflicts arise [Matt. 18:15-16] 
-  To treat one another with respect and care [Rom. 12:3]
-  To share what we have with fellow disciples [Gal. 6:10; Acts 2:44-47]
-  To encourage one another in righteousness [Heb. 10:24]
 
If we keep the love of Christ at the centre of our relationships as disciples, it will 
defiantly be obvious to everyone. Your neighbors will notice you because you 
frequently have visits from disciples, and visitors will sense the love in the air 
when they join our worship service.

I encourage you to show the love of Christ to another disciple today. That will 
be a proof that you’re, indeed, a disciple of Christ.
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DAY 28
SEE TO IT

Heb. 3: 12, Heb. 12:15

“See to it” is a command. A command by God to be our brothers’ keepers. It is 
not enough that we ensure that we don’t have a sinful unbelieving heart but it 
is also our responsibilities to ensure that our brothers and sister are also in sync 
with the right heart. The prerogative is also on us to help the ones who have 
been appointed or chosen to see to our spiritual well being by making their 
job easier.

On the other hand it is easier to see the speck of wood on the other person’s 
eye and not see the log of wood in our own eyes. (Luke 6:41). How do we ensure 
that our own hearts are pure while we help others (Luke 11:35 – See to it, then 
that the light within you is not darkness).

Prov. 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.

How to “see to it..”:

Fill yourself with the daily source of energy from the word of God

Psalm 1:1-2
We should meditate daily on the words of God because it’s useful to our daily 
Christian existence. With the source getting replenished everyday we shall be 
able to “see to” our each other’s spiritual well being.

Pray for wisdom ( 2 Chr 1:7-12)
What do we pray for when we pray? Financial windfall or spiritual windfall? 
Financial windfall will fizzle out but spiritual windfall will last for eternity, chose 
wisely. When God endow us with wisdom it will be easy to “see to it” that our 
spiritual well endures the test of time.

Fight to have your “dicipling” time (Heb 10:24-25)
How is our discipling time? Is it a time we are ready to “bare it all” knowing God 
is in attendance or a preconceived time when we’ve already made up our mind 
in advance that were just going to fulfill all righteousness, there are some parts 
of our lives that must not be exposed? And it goes like this 
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– How are you “fine”, everything is fine, Amen bro, see you again next week – 
that sound familiar, right? Who is deceiving who?

Who is our closest friend in the Kingdom, is that disciple someone who will 
challenge my spiritual life or someone who will encourage my lukewarm 
attitude and mediocrity? Is that disciple pointing us towards heaven or aiding 
and abetting our sinful nature? It is easy to share the financial struggles, but do 
we also share spiritual struggles? Do we share about that sin we are nursing 
deep within us. Do we realize that sins come in very attractive packages? The 
world portrays Satan as ugly and black, but in actual fact he is very attractive 
and before we know it we are dining with him, we need to be wary and “see to 
it” that we keep far away from him.

When we meet regularly with disciples who will challenge us spiritually, then 
we can “see to it” that are hearts are filled with Godly values and find strength 
in God who is ever willing and ready to take us through the storm.

Other scriptures: Col 2:8, Heb 12:25

DAY 29       
FORGIVE AS GOD FORGIVES 

Matthew 6:14, Matthew 18:21-22
 
Forgive As God Forgives
As Christians, we are called to become like Jesus.  As we imitate Jesus, we will 
mature in our Christianity. One absolute requirement of a Christian is a forgiving 
heart. 

We know from experience that the deepest hurts are often those inflicted by 
people close to us: Family, friends, and fellow Christians. We may overlook hurts 
from non-Christians, but the hurts inflicted by fellow Christians can register 
very deep wounds in our hearts.  Usually, we let our guards down with intimate 
people, and our expectations of them are always high. This explains why the 
hurt is always deep

In Matthew 8:21-22, Jesus makes it clear what He expects of us. We are to forgive 
over and over again, no matter how deep the hurt is. According to Ellicot’s Bible 
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commentary, the number 7 was the Jewish number of completion, therefore, 
saying we have to forgive 77 times suggests forgiving completely. We are to 
forgive regardless of the amount of times we have already forgiven. 

For some of us this is a very hard teaching. We may have experienced hurts 
that we believe are unforgivable; certain people may have sinned against us 
several times, and we are frustrated with them, believing we cannot forgive 
them anymore. However, the truth is that if God allowed this, then forgiveness 
is possible. A sign of growing maturity in the faith is being able to let go of our 
ideas and take up Jesus’ point of view.  

A few years after becoming a Christian, I realized that there were certain 
members of my extended family who I could not see or talk about without 
feeling bitter and it struck me that I had not forgiven them. 

Initially, I justified my sin by reasoning that they had never asked for forgiveness 
and wouldn’t care anyway. However, my conscience troubled me because 
I knew that there was no justification before God for my lack of forgiveness, 
after all He had done to pardon me. I had to confess this and learn to forgive. It 
was a hard and painful process, and I failed several times, but I was convinced 
that overcoming bitterness and forgiving genuinely would please God, and this 
spurred me on despite the pain. 

After some time of dedicated prayers and some fasting, I completely released 
the hurts and forgiveness came from deep within my heart. I was able to see 
these individuals and greet them with genuine warmth and think of them 
without anger or bitterness. God gave me victory over my emotions, and an 
understanding that although immediate forgiveness might be difficult, it is not 
impossible. He reminded me that I had sinned so many times and yet I always 
expected to receive His mercy.

Matthew 6: 14-15
Fact – you have sinned and will still sin
Truth – you always want to be forgiven by God
Inevitability – people have sinned against you, and will still sin against you 
Your choice – you either forgive and are forgiven or refuse to forgive and lose 
the chance to be forgiven.
 
Application
Do you feel forgiven? What difference has God’s grace made in your life? How 
can you extend that grace to others?
For whom do you need to intercede today? What hurt do you need to let go of?
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If you are unforgiving toward someone today, confess your sin. Earnestly ask 
God to grant you a heart of love toward that person
 
Further study
Matt. 18:23-35 ,Ephesians 4:32 ,Mark 11:25,Luke 17:3, Luke 6:27-36 ,Romans 
12:19-21
 

 DAY 30        
NO NEEDY PERSONS

Acts 4:34, 2 Corinthians 9:10-1, Romans 12: 13, Acts 4:34,Rom. 12:13
 
To be needy is to be in a state of lack or not Having Enough of such basics as 
food, money, clothing, etc. 

It could also be in the realm of people Not Having Enough of love and emotional 
support.
 
However, on the other hand, a need is to require something or somebody 
because they are essential or very important to your very existence, not just 
because you would like to have them.
 
Take note that Acts 4:34 states, that “there were no needy persons” not that 
there were no Needs. This was the position of the early church.
There will always be Needs. Let’s not joke about that.  However, you need to 
ask yourself:
 
1.Are you needy? 
Not always having enough of clothing, food, money, love, emotional support, 
friendship, etc. 

To be needy as a church or as a person is not a good place to be. 
 
In Acts 2:45 “they gave to anyone as he had need..” Not Needy.
 
In Rom. 12:13 “Share with God’s people who are in need.” Not Needy.
 
Eph. 4:28. “Have something to share with those in need.” Not Needy.
Acts 10:2 “He gave generously to those in need.” Not Needy. 
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Are you a needy person? Make sure you are not. 
Learn to be content and godly: 1 Tim. 6 vs 6.

2. Do something about those in need
God, in several passages of the Scriptures, commands us to do something about 
the needs of others around us. This is not negotiable. Everyone is commanded; 
what are you doing?
 
James 2:16 we are commanded to do something about the physical needs of 
others.

1 John 3:17 what are you doing with your material possession? Are you seeing 
your brothers and sisters in need, or is it only your needs you see? 
 
Actions: 
1.   Pray that you are not a needy person. Confess if you have been needy in any 

form.
2.  Identify some needs of others around you today, and make plans to do 

something about them.  
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‘‘ God looked through eternity past and He saw you and He 
chose to reach out and redeem you by His own grace. It’s hard 

to imagine that kind of  Love’’

- James MacDonald
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BOOK 4

OUT 

This section will teach, remind and inspire us to reach out on so many 
levels, to the world around us. We reach out with our hearts, our time, 
our money and everything we have.  As disciples, we are on a mission 

to a sick and dying world.
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DAY 31    
SERVING THE LEAST

Matthew 25:40, 

The focus of every disciple is the proclamation of the gospel in his or her 
Community.  Little do disciples know that this focus goes hand in hand with the 
care for the poor, which in the words of Jesus means care “for one of the least 
brothers of mine”.  The substance of our evangelism is in the care for the poor.  
We would have a balance if we share the spiritual food as well as the physical 
food on daily basis.

Each time we examine the characteristics of the early church in Acts 2: 42-46, 
the balance between proclamation and care for the least disciple is shown in 
practice as they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to fellowship.  
They had everything in common as they sold their property and gave to 
everyone as he had need.  The resultant effect is that God was adding to their 
number daily those who were being saved.

The command to love each other as Jesus loves is not mere talk.  It is more in 
the show of affection, sacrifice and action as explained in the character of Jesus’ 
disciples in Acts 2.

Today, we have a host of financially poor families, the sick, the poor, the aged, 
the physically challenged, the destitute and those who experience sudden 
disaster or loss of their bread winners and are in dire need of financial or moral 
help. God loves them and wants quick recovery for them.
It is true that Nigeria as a nation is going through an economic down turn, and 
as residents, many of us may use this as justification to reduce our care for the 
poor to an option, particularly where a disciple considers himself or herself as 
poor and therefore need not give.  The action of the Macedonian Churches in 
2 Corinthians 8: 1-7 negates this way of reasoning in that despite their extreme 
poverty they still excelled in the grace of giving.

The Macedonia response to the situation at their time is a call for repentance 
and imitation in our time and all times.

We can only prove our faith by our works as disciples of Jesus Christ by 
developing hearts that care. Giving our service to the poor is a command.

In Matthew 19: 21 when Jesus was answering a question about “lack” from the 
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rich young man, Jesus replied “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven, then come, follow 
me.” This means we have reward for being kind to the poor.

For as long as we make disciples, there will always be the poor to care for in 
order to perfect our works of service for the Lord.  

May the Lord bless you, as you give to the poor.

Further reading:
Leviticus 19: 10, Deuteronomy 15: 11,Proverbs 17: 5.

DAY 32     
THE MISSION OF JESUS 

Luke 19:10, Matt. 28: 19-20, 2Cor. 5: 18-19

The Mission of Jesus led to the commission he gave to his followers. Jesus 
left us with the commission of seeking and saving the lost ie the Ministry of 
reconciliation. 

The Mission of Jesus can easily be lost on those of us who have been Christians 
for many years. Like the Jews in Luke 19, we can be so caught up with the many 
trappings of religious, economic and social activities that we begin to lose sight 
of the reason for our calling. Jesus was focused and determined not to allow 
himself forget the purpose of his coming – to seek and to save the lost. 

What is your priority in life? What concerns occupy your mind each day? What 
brings you inner joy and peace? Among so many things, does the opportunity 
of sharing your faith and helping someone find faith in God thrill you? If not, 
then you need to reconsider if the Mission of Jesus is your mission!

God wants to use you and I to reconcile the world to him. He desires to use 
your life story of repentance and renewal to teach the world that a life of 
transformation is possible. Are you willing to be used by God? You are God’s 
testimony, you are God’s mouthpiece and he has commissioned you to go!

Make time today to call, text, or whatsapp a friend, colleague, classmate, 
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workmate, neighbor or stranger, inviting them to a bible study with you or to 
a service. You can invite them or visit them for a drink, a meal or a friendly chat 
and share your faith with them. This may be the chance of a life time to save a 
soul! It is as simple as Jesus told Zaccheaus “…. come down immediately. I must 
stay at your house today”. Let us do the same today and see how God will use 
us to advance his mission on earth. Remember, it is one at a time!

DAY 33  
   SEEKING THE RELIGIOUS

Acts 4:19-20, Acts 9:20

Peter and Paul displayed courage as they confronted the religious Jews with 
the gospel of Jesus. In a religious society like ours, we have much to learn about 
how to confront error and teach sound doctrine. 

Acts 4: 19 – 20
 “19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or 
to him? You be the judges!  20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what 
we have seen and heard.” 

Acts 9:20  
“At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.” 

It is note worthy that the apostles followed in Jesus’ footsteps by first reaching 
out to the Jews (the lost tribes of Israel) before being led to the Gentile world 
through Peter in Acts 10 and through Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles. 

There are a number of lessons we can learn from their approach in dealing with 
the religious. 

Lessons

1)  Deal with prejudice against the religious.
 Just as Peter was forced to deal with his prejudice against non-Jews in 

reaching out to Cornelius (a God-fearing Gentile believer), we are equally 
called to overcome our tendency to label religious people as complicated 
and difficult to evangelize. 
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Read Acts 10: 9-20 
When God in response to Peter’s hunger sent him “assorted” food to eat in 
the vision, Peter wanted to pick and choose based on his “labels’ of clean and 
unclean. God made it clear to Peter who chooses, and Peter had to set aside his 
preferences in obedience to God and go to Cornelius.

Let’s also not hesitate in opening our hearts and mouths in reaching out to 
the “Corneliuses”, “Sauls” (who became Paul), “Appolloses”, “Lydias”, “Ethiopian 
Eunuchs” of our time. 

2)  Accept them for who they are.
 Peter had an epiphany in Acts 10:34--35. “Then Peter began to speak: “I now 

realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from 
every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.”

 With this new understanding of God’s acceptance of the Gentiles, Peter was 
compelled to accept Cornelius by sharing the good news with him and his 
entire household.

May this also be our attitude towards religious seekers. Until we accept them 
unconditionally, we would be hindered from sharing the riches of God’s Word 
with them.

3)  Acknowledge their strengths
 Acts 17: 22-23, Paul found a way to channel the people’s religiosity positively 

by recognizing and acknowledging underlying strengths 

 Instead of perceiving their religiosity as a weakness, Paul saw the prevalence 
of so many temples, objects of worship, etc as a positive reflection of strength 
of commitment to worship, which he duly commended them for and used 
it to set the stage to proclaim the Gospel to them.  Many a religious persons’ 
devotion today will challenge our commitment as disciples in various ways.

When we are able to deal with our initial prejudice to the point of acceptance, it 
frees us to see the great potential that lies in their generosity, heart of sacrifice, 
their passion for Prayer, Scripture, evangelism, etc. beneath the doctrinal issues 
and religiosity and reach out to them

4) Don’t preach Church (ICOC), Preach Christ.
 The heart of our message is Jesus Christ crucified, and risen from the dead, 

the hope of Glory for all mankind.
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A study of the major sermons in the Book of Acts reveals this “Christ-centredness”

(Acts 2:29-32,Acts 4:1-2  Acts 17:1-3 ) 
Let us present the biblical Christ upfront and thereafter we can point to the 
Church as His Body.

DAY 34     
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

Acts 1:8, Acts 17:23

In carrying out the great commission of Jesus, we must be ready to take the 
gospel to all people around us. 

There are many who are yet to hear the gospel of Jesus. It takes having the 
heart, passion and compassion for the lost to answer the call to go to the ends 
of the earth.

The Heart of God for the lost can be pictured in the story of the Lost son in Luke 
15v.11-24., which can also be akin to our story as disciples.

We were all lost sinners but God in his mercy received and redeemed us from 
our evil ways of life. He made this love available to us through his only son.

Jesus’ main focus on earth was to bring men to a loving relationship with God. 
He came to seek and to save the lost. God wants all men to be saved. That is the 
purpose of the  going to the ends of the earth assignment.
The Jews initially misunderstood the LORDs salvation plan and thought 
slavation was the exclusive preserve of the Jewish nation.  

How effective have you been in reaching to the ends of the earth (your region, 
neighborhood, bible talk, and family group) and areas around you? It takes 
daily or routine evangelism. Are you withholding what you have in Christ from 
reaching other people? 

 Evangelism is not about earning your way to heaven. It’s not about making your 
name. It’s not about numbers. It’s about making God known to other people
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Luke 4:18-19
Our purpose for existence as a Church is to teach, preach and spread the good 
news of God’s love to everywhere and everybody we meet in every Nigeria local 
government area. 

Evangelism is nothing to be ashamed of, it’s not being religious, and it is a 
tool useful for reaching out to the lost. Evangelism is a reflection of having 
internalized the heart and the desires of God. An evangelistic disciple is God’s 
eyes roaming back and forth throughout the world, searching for those who 
are ready to come home to him. Evangelism is clearly God’s plan to reach to the 
ends of the earth.

No man or woman can claim to truly love God if he does not share His most 
obvious and profound desire. All of our spiritual growth will amount to nothing 
if it does not find fulfillment in the heart of God, the mission of Christ: to seek 
and to save what is lost. 

The true disciple’s greatest desire, passion, greatest sacrifice and most 
unlimited joy will be spent in the pursuit of God’s greatest dream-to see his all 
men reconciled back to Him. This is what sharing your faith is all about, and this 
is what it will take to reach out to the ends of the earth.

How does God feel about refusal to spread the message of salvation?
Jonah 4:10-11 

It is clear here that Jonah did not want to share the grace of God with the 
gentiles. He did not like the idea of going to evangelize Nineveh
Jonah who sinned by running away from God. 
 Instead of God letting him die in the sea he sent a big fish to rescue him 
by swallowing Jonah. He paid dearly for running away from God’s given 
assignment, by finding himself in the belly of a fish. Not a pleasant thing by all 
standards.

But in Jonah chapter 2: he praised God and repented so God commanded the 
fish to vomit him. God showed mercy and kind heartedness to Jonah.
In Jonah 3: his mission was re-launched with the sermon 40 days more and 
Nineveh will be destroyed.

The people repented at this sermon and God was merciful to the people of 
Nineveh.
Now in chapter 4 we see that Jonah was angry that his message worked. 
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The very Jonah that was shown mercy in chapter 1 was angry that God was 
merciful to the gentile nation of Nineveh a people who could not tell their right 
from their left. Such is also the attitude of the Jews. They feel they are the only 
ones God loves. They withheld their salvation, refusing to share it with others. 
Are you withholding God’s goodness to yourself? It is time to share what you 
have in God with others. God’s assignment to disciples is to share His good 
news everywhere. Are you active in sharing your faith?

Having shown us his heart, God in his wisdom has left the method of sharing in 
his mission entirely to us. This is because God wants all people of any culture, 
language, status, and background in any generation to hear the Good news 
about Jesus Christ. And this must be done with and through disciples.

CHALLENGE: 
Use this week to start inviting your friends, colleagues, and neighbors, family 
members, to regular meetings of the Body and to other appropriate Church 
activities (e.g. Marrieds, Singles, Teens Workshops, Bible discussions, Picnics, 
and Sports etc.).

More scriptures- 
Matt. 16:15-16; Lk. 24:46-47; Lk. 19:10;  Isa. 42:6-7; Dan. 12v.3; Prov. 11v.30; 2Cor. 
5v.15-20; 1Pet. 2v.9; James 5v.20; Jude 23.

DAY 35    
OPEN-HANDED TO THE POOR

Deuteronomy 15:11 

In this scripture God commands us to be open-handed to our brothers and 
sisters who are poor and needy.

Being open-handed to others does not always come easy. We sometimes 
struggle with helping people, or come up with reasons not to help. 
What reasons do you have for not always being open-handed?

Sometimes our reasons have to do with us; For example, we are also experiencing 
hard times, our expenses have increased, we need to save more, and there are 
others in a better position to give than us
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Sometimes it has to do with the needy person: we may feel they do not deserve 
our help, are lazy, or not making enough effort, or maybe you have helped him 
before, and he did not show enough gratitude when you helped him the other 
time, etc.
 
The reasons are endless. But God commands us to be open-handed. God’s 
commands are non negotiable. We are called to obey them. God wants us to be 
concerned and care about the poor and needy. We must therefore actively seek 
to know the needs around us and act to meet those needs. When we have the 
right heart, we will not struggle to give our money, time and energy.

God goes a step further in ensuring there are always the poor and needy in the 
land. It serves as a constant reminder and a testing of our hearts when there are 
always needs to be met around us. 

I believe this is to ensure that we stay humble and thankful, and constantly have 
that heart of caring for and giving to the poor and needy. 

When we help like this, we are really helping God and being more like Christ
Let us make the commitment today to be open-handed always.

Personal Action Challenge:
Pledge a good amount to give every Sunday for the poor offering
Have it in your heart to look for at least one person a week that you can 
personally help with money, time or service

Encourage your family group to be engaged in an activity to help the poor 
every quarter

DAY 36    
OPEN DOORS 

Paul called the Church in Colossae to devote themselves to prayer, and to be 
watchful and thankful. He then made a specific request from them. His request 
was for God to grant them “open doors”. 

Today in the face of so many life challenges, we too may be praying for 
open doors. However the context of Paul’s ‘open doors’ prayer request is for 
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the salvation of the lost through the message of the Bible. His prayer points 
included the wisdom to clearly pass the message of the mystery of Christ.

Prayer is a key ingredient in evangelism.
In Luke 10:2 Jesus told his disciples that the harvest is plentiful; and they need 
to ask (in prayer) the Lord of the harvest to bring in workers. 

Nigeria has a population of over 170 million. In our churches in Nigeria, we have 
about 3000, If we divide 170 million by 3000, it is clear that for us, the harvest is 
indeed plentiful. We have a massive job to do and we need divine help to tackle 
this task. 

Jesus says we should pray, just as Paul also calls the church to pray for more 
conversions who will become workmen and women for Christ. 
Our world will be better and safer when we have more true disciples of Jesus. 
Let us keep praying for hearts to be open to the gospel.

Actions speak louder than words!
How we present and reach out matters a lot.
In Vs.5-6 of Colossians 4, Paul went on to call the church to the mission, urging 
them to be mindful of their actions towards non-Christians, to wisely use every 
opportunity they have to pass down the gospel to the lost. The gospel we 
preach is good news. Everyone loves good news. Our goal when we share is to 
let others know that God is a good and loving Father, longing to reconcile sinful 
man to Himself. They need to feel what we share is in their interest. 

How can this be done?
1.  Your conversations should be graceful. Speak the truth in love. Don’t 

condemn others and frighten them, allow the bible to convict; Be humble 
and open about your own struggles, when our words are seasoned with 
salt, the lost will taste and see that the Lord is good.

2.  We add salt to the message when we make it attractive. Whilst not watering 
down the gospel, we need to encourage and give practical help as much as 
we can in every aspect of their lives. Also create opportunities to share life 
and have fun  

The above will help us know how to answer everyone.
Let us make up our minds to spread the fragrance of Christ by reaching out to 
the lost and praying that God open doors for the salvation of souls.
Make a personal resolve to be meaningfully involve in studying the bible with 
your friends.
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DAY 37  
 START WHERE YOU ARE

Acts 18:26

Priscilla and Aquila were not missionaries, evangelists or apostles. They were 
a Christian Jewish couple that ran a tent-making business. In Acts 18, we (and 
Paul) meet them settled in Corinth after fleeing the unfair Imperial persecution 
of the Jews in Rome and presumably having to start up their business again 
from scratch.

We know all too well how hardships in one part of the world can ‘force’ or 
compel families to migrate in search of greener pastures or safer, more stable 
environments. When we enter our new situation, there is a temptation to lay 
low, observe the way things are done for a while, go with the flow.

The flow for a Jewish community was to meet in the synagogue, that was their 
safe zone. Paul went into the synagogue to preach about Jesus and his plan 
for the church to consist of both Jews and Gentiles. After the Jews of Corinth 
rejected the Christian message, Paul becomes persona non-grata in the Jewish 
community and starts a Gentile only church building it from the ground up. 
Priscilla and Aquila would have been with Paul, Silas and Timothy learning from 
them, assisting and supporting them as part of the mission team in Corinth for 
that year and a half! Imagine going from being a quiet family to being part of a 
mission team in your own city!

By the end of Paul’s time in Corinth, Priscilla and Aquila relocate again and 
accompany Paul to Ephesus. Paul leaves them in Ephesus and goes on to 
Jerusalem (where Paul probably parts company with Silas) and then on his base 
at Antioch.

Even though the Apostle and master teacher is not around, Priscilla and Aquila 
don’t stop preaching. They may not have had as deep a knowledge of the 
scriptures as Paul does to debate the Jews but they use what they know. When 
they meet Apollos, they are able to set him straight in regard to the gospel. 

They are not intimidated by him because he is a gifted speaker and a learned 
man. They knew he did not fully know what he was talking about and they 
invited him to their home to teach him “the way of God more adequately.”
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Priscilla and Aquila were still going to the synagogue and possibly teaching 
other Jews perhaps not by public debate. They do not appear to have been 
‘learned’ people. Nevertheless, they 
1. Shared what they knew (from their conversion and their training with 

Paul)  
2. Used what they had (opening up their home to the church -see 1 Cor 16:19 

and to teach others like Apollos) and
3. Used their connections and networks. They still visited the synagogue 

(their town meeting) in that city and used it as a platform for reaching out 
to people.

Although they were not missionaries, Aquila and Priscilla’s impact in the 
scriptures was palpable. They were effective in their own space because of 
their mission mindset. They were a great encouragement to the church and are 
mentioned in the scriptures. They converted Apollos who went on to be a great 
apologist whom even Paul regarded (Acts 18:27-28).

What do you know? What things has God put at your disposal? Who do you 
know? Where are your circles of influence? We may think you are ordinary but 
God can use our faith in extraordinary ways if we are mission-focused.
We don’t know why Priscilla and Aquila moved from Corinth to Ephesus – 
perhaps business was better there, maybe they moved there on a fresh mission 
team at Paul’s instance. We don’t know. What we do know is that this couple 
were not silent. They were completely devoted to the mission. No part of their 
lives was off limits to the gospel.

DAY 38    
CALAMITY TO OPPORTUNITY

Acts 28: 17-28

The Apostle Paul continued to preach the gospel even when he was a prisoner. 
He typically took advantage of every calamity in his life to advance the 
message. Using the Circumstances around him as an opportunity to preach 
and teach the gospel, he did not allow the chains he was bound with to be a 
hindrance. Despite the accusations leveled at him, he stood his ground with 
great conviction and continued advancing the kingdom of God by reaching out 
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to people around him.

Philippians 1:12. Was written by Paul while he was under arrest and in chains for 
preaching the gospel of Jesus. Evidently this was a calamity, but Paul, through 
faith turned this calamity into an opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus to 
the all the guards in the palace. His attitude created a ripple effect as it made 
the other Christians bolder in sharing their faith without fear of persecution, 
arrest and detention. Even those who wanted to ensure that Paul remained in 
prison began to talk about the gospel meaning to malign Paul and discredit the 
message of Christ Jesus, but their talk had the opposite effect of spreading the 
word widely.

Paul and the other Apostles were arrested and imprisoned several times for 
the sake of the gospel (Acts 16:16-34, Acts21:27-40, Acts 22:1-24, Acts 12:1-10). 
Personally, the thought of arrest and detention are things that bring a sense of 
horror to my mind, and I consciously make efforts daily to remain within the 
limits of the law in order to avoid detention of any sort. If I were to have been in 
Paul’s situation, I would have been filled with self-pity and fear, wondering why 
God would allow me to be in such a situation and I wouldn’t even be thinking 
about helping my jailers get salvation. Therefore, I feel deeply challenged by 
Paul’s ability to see opportunity in calamity, and I want to have his attitude. 

Points to note
Where did Paul’s confidence come from? Acts 18:9-10, 1Corinthians 15:9-10
How was he able to look beyond the misery of his present circumstances and 
see an opportunity to help those holding him captive? 2 Corinthians 5:11, 14-
21

As disciples we must grow daily and develop deep convictions just as Paul had, 
this will make us resilient. We are God’s instruments of peace in this dark world 
and our mission is to populate heaven and de-populate hell by being radical 
for God.

Just as God was with Paul while he was facing calamity, upholding and 
strengthening him, He will also be with you in times of trouble (Romans 8:28, 
31-32). Ask Him to open your eyes to recognize the opportunities in challenging 
times, and to give you the wisdom to make the best use of them. No matter the 
circumstances do your best to preach the gospel and live an exemplary life.
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DAY 39   
YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN

Acts 2:39, Deut 6:6-7

“...so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord 
your God...”
“The promise is for you and your children...”

These scriptures give us a glimpse into the mind of God, and it is amazing 
that we can be recipients of the miracle of being counted among the saved. 
Yet as God was choosing us he was also choosing the generations that will 
come through us. What an amazing grace. We must never shirk our spiritual 
responsibilities to our children. Moses could not have been more practical in his 
instructions to parents, and we will do well to apply these to ourselves today. 
We must love God, heart, soul, mind and strength. If we do, our children will 
see and imitate this heart. If we are half- hearted and hypocritical, our children 
will see that too. We must keep God’s words and his commands, before us each 
day. If the word of God is on your heart, your children will see it. Daily, use every 
opportunity to bring up God’s words and commands.

How?
Remember it is about Jesus, and not church. Be mindful to always keep Jesus in 
the picture; do not be quick to project ‘Church rules’ rather portray Jesus’ love 
for them and his expectations of them.

At home, daily family devotionals are a great way to draw the hearts of our 
children to God. Be humble about your shortcomings when you lead the 
devotionals.

Away from home, be faithful and mindful to send them into a community of 
believers. Avoid sending them to schools where we do not have a church or 
even a seed fellowship. The value of this cannot be over-estimated, do not send 
your lambs into the jungle defenseless and unprepared.

Do not forget God neither when things go well for you nor when things are 
hard for you. Holding on to God at all times will leave a legacy of faith to your 
children. Our spiritual heritage is like a baton in a relay race. Hold on tight and 
don’t drop it, then you can pass it on successfully to your children.
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Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 very carefully and list the areas you will improve in 
your parenting.

The amazing reality of the grace of our salvation is most clearly evident in the 
lives of our children. God chose you, kingdom kids, not due to any good you 
had done, and he has entrusted to you the truth of his words. Indeed God has 
done this for all of us, but your lives illustrate this more clearly. 

God is good and He desires for you to embrace his love and his will, because 
you must eventually pass this on to your own children. Your parents are doing 
their best to pass it on to you.

Read Colossians 3:20, Ephesians 6:1.  It is easy to take this privilege for granted. 
Pray that God gives you understanding and a willing heart. Hold on to the baton 
passed on to you so that someday you will faithfully pass it on.

DAY 40   
GENERATIONS IN THE CHURCH 

In my years in the church in Lagos I have seen those of us baptized many years 
ago as singles or young married couple become parents, and some are now 
grandparents. 

Psalm 78:1-8
God is interested in the next generation knowing him. This is a parental duty. 
Verse 4 says; “…. we will tell the next generation the praise worthy deeds of the 
Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.” This pattern is to be maintained 
from generation to generation (v.6). This call by God started with Abraham 
(Gen. 17:9, 18:18-19) is consistent with God’s pattern (Acts 2:39; “….the promise 
is for you and your children…”). Do you realize that God chose you to raise a 
faithful generation for him? **This is the most important  legacy you can leave 
for a child.

-  2 Timothy 1:5; “I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded now 
lives in you also.” 

- Historians revealed that Timothy’s father was Greek and passed on early. 
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But with the help of his grandmother and understanding and faith of his 
believing mother, Timothy was raised and trained to love and be devoted 
to God (2 Timothy 3:14-15). When do we start training our children? 
From infancy of course. The effort on Timothy produced a spiritually and 
doctrinally sound adult (Acts 16:1-3). What training do you emphasize 
more to your children? It is revealed by how much time and money you 
invest into it.  The next generation is a reflection of the quality of our 
work today. We reap what we sow. Galatians 6:7, Proverbs 22:6. I must 
at this juncture recall an early mistake I made with raising my teenage 
child. When it became obvious I was losing grip over him and asked him 
a personal question about what I have done wrong, he gave me a blunt 
answer; “Daddy, you and Mummy never had time for me.” The realization 
of this broke my heart and I wept bitterly. For many a time when he was 
much younger I had gone about my business leaving him to hang out 
with neighbours kids his age. How much time do you spend with your 
children? When away, who takes care of them; neighbours, house-help, 
grandparents etc.? Am not saying it is absolutely wrong to use these 
assistance, but they cannot take over your job. Sad enough, some of us 
have abdicated our parental responsibility to boarding houses and hostels 
at critical formative age of between seven to seventeen years. This is an 
absurdity and not compliant to God’s given pattern.

CONSISTENCY: 
Deuteronomy 6:1-12. We are on a journey to our eternal ‘promise land’ – 
heaven. We are going to inherit mansions we did not build, walk on gold paved 
streets, wear golden crown as princes and princesses and live in eternal peace. 
However we have serious work to do before we get there. 

- Fundamental to this is to love our God with everything (Luke 14:33), and 
obey his commandments while on earth. More so, as we start family and 
raise children to train the next generation to love and be devoted to God. 
This is cardinal hence God commands that we; “Impress”, “Talk”, “Tie” and 
“Write”. Why these emphasis? It takes consistent faith and effort to train 
the next generation to follow God. Raising my two daughters after my 
earlier mistakes with our son, left us with no option than repent and take 
our parenting responsibilities more seriously.  We changed and reordered 
our priorities. The work starts in our home. Not only teaching them the 
Bible but also showing examples by our lives as disciples of Jesus. Parents, 
who are we at home? Children learn more from what they see than what 
they hear. Do they see someone who is striving daily to be like Jesus? Our 
children come to church with us, are taught the Bible in their kingdom 
kids class and many of them understand the life and character of Jesus. 
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Therefore, they can smell double standard or fake discipleship when they 
see one. What would we gain if our children gain all the world but forfeit 
their souls?  It is possible to have a next generation that does not know 
God. A next generation that is worldly and materialistic. Judges 2:10 – 13.

LET’S GET IT RIGHT: 

• Proverbs 2:1-11. We need to seek wisdom on parenting our children.  It 
begins with God; loving Him and His word. None of us were born parents. 
Even the examples we went through with our own parents may not be 
godly enough or reliable. The only standard acceptable to God in parenting 
is his standard and we must accept it. Proverbs 3:5.

• Paying serious attention to their spiritual wellbeing as much as their 
academic and material wellbeing.

• Surrounding them with Godly brothers and sisters. Who are their mentors? 
Who are their best friends? In the kingdom or outside? Help them arrange 
to spend holidays with godly family, with kids their age in the church.

• Living out the Christian Life. At home, at work, in the community where 
you live and in the church. With some of us, there is double life; double 
standard which leaves the children confused. 

• The battle starts in the home. Be an example to your Children and to the 
people of God.

• Be humble to your children. Don’t pretend to be a super dad or mom. 
Accept mistakes before them if you were wrong. It helps them relate with 
you.

• Seek advice. Get discipled. Proverbs 24:6, 15:22. We have quite some 
brothers and sisters who have done well raising godly children, seek lots 
advice from them.

• Do not be wise in your own eyes. Proverbs 3:7. 1 Timothy 4:15. If we are 
faithful and diligent, God is gracious to grant us SUCCESS.

God is watching how you build, and you will one day give account. He did not 
give you those children to fulfil your worldly or selfish ambitions but to raise 
a generation that will love and serve him, and who will in turn raise another 
generation for him.  LET’S REACH THE NEXT GENERATION FOR GOD!
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